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A b s t r a c t
Introduction: the article considers penal characteristics of convicts (based on 

materials of the special census of convicts and persons in custody, December 
2022) who committed crimes with a particularly dangerous recidivism and are 
held in special regime correctional facilities. Some features of the execution of 
imprisonment in these correctional institutions are shown. The following issues 
are discussed: distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional 
facilities depending on the number of incentives and penalties; distribution of 
convicts depending on participation in educational, leisure and other educational 
activities; distribution of convicts according to their attitude to work and study; 
distribution of convicts depending on general characteristics; distribution 
of convicts depending on the provision of additional medical and preventive 
services outside the institution or by third-party organizations; distribution of 
convicts depending on the provision of psychological assistance; distribution of 
convicts depending on the use of services of a lawyer; distribution of convicts 
depending on the use of the right to file (send) complaints; distribution of convicts 
depending on the bodies and officials to whom complaints were sent; distribution 
of convicts depending on appeals to the correctional facility administration 
with a request for personal safety; distribution of convicts depending on the 
available accommodation after release; distribution of convicts depending on the 
expected employment difficulties after release; distribution of convicts depends 
on the provision of assistance in labor and household arrangements after release. 
Purpose: to provide a detailed analysis of penal characteristics of convicts held 
in special regime correctional facilities. Methods: comparative law, empirical 
methods of description and interpretation, theoretical methods of formal 
and dialectical logic, as well as legal-dogmatic and legal norm interpretation 
methods. Results: the revealed data characterize behavioral features (number of 
incentives and penalties; participation in educational activities; work and study), 
as well as the realization of certain rights and obligations of convicts (providing 

© Seliverstov V.I., Grushin F.V., Filippov P.A. , 2025

VYACHESLAV I. SELIVERSTOV 
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia 
Moscow State Linguistic University, Moscow, Russia
vis_home@list.ru, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9554-5438

FEDOR V. GRUSHIN
Research Institute of the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia, Moscow, Russia, 
fedor062@yandex.ru, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1217-8856

PAVEL A. FILIPPOV
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia, pilippov@yandex.ru, 
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-8422-5199



364

P E N I T E N T I A R Y   S C I E N C E

Introduction. 
This article is the third in a series of articles 

devoted to penal characteristics of convicts 
who have committed crimes with a particularly 
dangerous recidivism and are held in special 
regime correctional facilities. Previous article 
reflect conditions and the place of serving sen-
tences, convicts’ social ties, their work and fi-
nancial situation. This paper is devoted to the 
consideration of their behavior and realization 
of their rights and obligations. The data pre-
sented in this article were obtained during the 
Ninth special census of convicts and persons in cus-
tody conducted in December 2022 [1; 2]. 

Research methodology.
The Ninth special census of convicts and persons 

in custody was conducted by entering informa-
tion about the identity of convicts and detain-
ees into a specially designed computer pro-
gram according to indicators pre-determined in 
the census form by the correctional facility ad-
ministration. In the special regime correctional 
facility, a questionnaire was filled out for every 
fifth convict determined by random sampling.

Convicts’ behavior. 
According to legislation, the main purpose 

of punishment is to correct convicts. In the 
process of serving a sentence, it is possible to 

assess, whether the convicted person has im-
proved or not according to various criteria. It 
seems that convict’s behavior seems crucial in 
this case. It is expressed in the following objec-
tive indicators: number of incentives; number of 
penalties; participation in educational activities; 
attitude to work; attitude to study.

Incentives and penalties applied to persons 
sentenced to imprisonment are among the 
most effective measures of influence that pro-
mote their law-abiding behavior, which is con-
firmed by various scientific studies [3–5] and 
practical activities of correctional institutions. 
Moreover, incentives occupy a special place 
in the disciplinary practice of places of depri-
vation of liberty in comparison with penalties 
imposed on convicts. Considering that in con-
ditions of significant restrictions on the legal 
status of convicts, the law enforcement officer 
(the administration of institutions and bodies 
executing punishments) is tempted to correct 
convicts’ behavior mainly through penalties, 
the legislator formulates the principle of stimu-
lating convicts’ law-abiding behavior in Article 
8 of the Penal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion. Although negative incentives are possible 
and acceptable, including through penalties, 
we believe that this principle primarily presup-

medical, legal, psychological and other assistance, ensuring personal safety; 
receiving legal assistance; filing complaints; assistance in social adaptation) 
held in special regime correctional facilities. Conclusions: the proportion 
of neutrally characterized convicts in special regime correctional facilities 
is decreasing mainly due to an increase in the proportion of positively and 
negatively characterized. The behavior of convicts serving sentences in special 
regime correctional facilities is negatively characterized in comparison with 
the behavior of convicts held in other correctional institutions. This indicates 
a fairly high criminality level of convicts held in special regime correctional 
facilities. The situation with additional medical and preventive services and 
psychological assistance to convicts is rather positive. Finding employment and 
accommodation after release is quite difficult for convicts held in special regime 
correctional facilities. 
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poses encouragement of law-abiding behavior 
through incentives and other material and spiri-
tual benefits.  

Data on the number of incentives for convicts 
held in special regime correctional facilities are 
shown in Table 1.

Table 1
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the number of incentives in 2022 (%)

Number of incentives

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

1 11.2 11.7 13.3 14.6

2 4.7 8.6 9.0 11.1

3 1.9 5.0 6.2 8.9

4 0.8 2.0 4.1 4.7

5 0.2 0.5 1.2 2.1

6 0.1 0.2 0.6 0.9

7 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.6

8 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.2

9 and more 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.8

0 81.1 71.9 64.2 56.1

Total 100 100 100 100

As can be seen from Table 1, in comparison 
with the 1999 census, the proportion of con-
victs held in special–regime correctional facili-
ties without incentives decreased significantly 
– from 81.1% to 64.2%. In addition, some con-
victs have 7 or more incentives, though their 
share is insignificant and amounts to 1.4%. In 
2009, there were no convicts held in special 
regime correctional facilities having 8 or more 
incentives. The majority of convicts (according 

to the 2022 census) have 1–4 incentives. Thus, 
the general trend towards differentiation of cor-
rectional effects on convicts, set in the process 
of reforming the Russian penal system, has pre-
determined a positive trend towards expanding 
the practice of applying incentives to convicts 
held in special regime correctional facilities. 

Data on the number of penalties imposed on 
convicts held in special regime correctional fa-
cilities are shown in Table 2. 

Table 2 
Distribution of convicts (their share is insignificant and amounts to 1.4%)  

depending on the number of penalties in 2022 (%)

Number of penalties

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

1 2 3 4 5

1 22.0 19.4 20.4 13.9

2 9.2 9.5 10.7 6.9

3 5.9 4.1 5.8 4

4 2.2 1.7 1.9 2.4

5 1.6 0.9 1.3 1.9

6 0.8 0.5 1.1 1.2

7 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.9
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The change in the proportion of convicts 
having no penalties is differently directed. Their 
share went up by 7.0% in 2009 and down by 
10.8% in 2022. In addition, the share of convicts 
with 9 or more penalties went up significantly – 
by 4.1% (relative to 1999) and 5.1% (relative to 
2009). Most convicts have 1–3 penalties. 

If we compare special regime correctional 
facilities with other correctional institutions (ac-
cording to the 2022 census), it can be seen that 
the proportion of convicts having no penalties 
held in special regime correctional facilities is 
10.3% lower than the share of other convicts 
serving imprisonment. It can be concluded 
that the administration of special regime cor-
rectional facilities more often uses measures of 
disciplinary coercion (for example, in high-se-
curity correctional facilities this share is 62.2% 
[2, p. 556]), which can be substantiated by the 
increased public danger of convicts who have 

committed crimes with a particularly danger-
ous recidivism. 

To assess their degree of correction, previ-
ous censuses of convicts had a special criterion 
– convicts’ participation in amateur organiza-
tions. Today, due to amendments to the Penal 
Code of the Russian Federation introduced 
by the federal law No. 420-FZ of December 7, 
2011 “On amendments to the Criminal Code of 
the Russian Federation and certain legislative 
acts of the Russian Federation”, the institution 
of amateur organizations of convicts has been 
abolished. At the same time, revival of ama-
teur organizations in correctional institutions is 
widely discussed in scientific circles [6; 7]. In 
the 2022 census, instead of this criterion, con-
victs’ participation in educational, leisure and 
other activities is analyzed (Table 3), which in 
some ways is similar to convicts’ participation 
in amateur organizations. 

1 2 3 4 5

8 0.4 0.2 0.7 0.8

9 and more 1.1 0.1 5.2 5.3

0 56.2 63.2 52.4 62.7

Total 100 100 100 100

Table 3 
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on participation in educational, leisure and other activities (%)

Participation in educational, lei-
sure and other activities

(in 1999 and 2009, in amateur 
organizations)

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Is actively participating in them 6.2 14.2 21.9 34.7

Is participating in them, but not 
actively

9.4 8.5 31.3 35.7

Has been not participating in 
them 

78.5 71.2 42.3 26.3

Is not participating in them now, 
but have previously done

5.9 6.1 4.5 3.3

Total 100 100 100 100

So, relative to the 1999 census, the pro-
portion of convicts held in special regime cor-
rectional facilities and actively participating in 
these activities increased 3.5 times. On the one 
hand, this is definitely a positive trend. On the 
other hand, taking into account the abolition 
of the institution of amateur organizations of 
convicts and the negative attitude of convicts 
towards these formations, it can be assumed 

that such a positive trend is connected not 
only with correction of convicts, but also with 
amendments introduced in the Penal Code of 
the Russian Federation. This is indirectly con-
firmed by the fact that the share of convicts 
participating in educational activities exceeds 
31% (in 1999, the proportion of such convicts 
was 9.4%). In other correctional institutions, 
the proportion of convicts who actively partici-
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pate in educational activities is 12.8% higher. 
The most important criteria for assessing con-
victs’ behavior are their attitude to work and/or 
study (tables 4, 5). It is difficult to overestimate 
the role of labor activities in correction of con-
victs both during and after serving sentences. 
“In modern conditions, the most important 

task of convicts’ work is to prepare them for a 
normal life after release” [8, p. 66]. The same 
can be said about education of convicts. As  
O.Yu. El’chaninova points out that “education 
is one of the priorities in the penal system and 
is crucial for curtailing recidivism and reducing 
crime”  [10, p. 339] 

Table 4 
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities  

depending on the attitude to work (%)

Attitude to work

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Treats work in good faith 26.9 36.2 57.4 61.3

Treats work in bad faith 6.6 3.1 7.1 7.6

Refuses to work 3.6 5.7 9.4 9.6

Is not working for valid reasons 51.4 51.6 23.5 17.4

The attitude is not studied enough 
to draw conclusions

11.5 3.4 2.6 4.1

Total 100 100 100 100

Table 5 
Distribution of convicts in custody in special regime correctional facilities  

depending on the attitude to study (%)

Attitude to study

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Is not attending lessons for valid 
reasons, such as age, health con-
dition, etc.

15.7 26.0 24.3 25.4

Have secondary education  63.7 66.0 66.7 56.0

No school 16.8 2.0 0.7 0.9

Is attending lessons: in good faith 0.8 2.7 4.2 11.3

In bad faith 0.1 1.1 0.6 2.3

Is not attending lessons without 
valid excuse  

2.9 2.2 3.5 4.1

Total 100 100 100 100

As can be seen from the above tables 4 and 5, 
the dynamics in relation to both work and study 
among convicts held in special regime correc-
tional facilities is generally positive. Thus, the 
proportion of convicts who work in good faith 
is consistently increasing: by 21.2% compared 
to 2009 and by 30.5% compared to 1999. The 
share of convicts who are conscientious about 
their studies is also consistently growing: by 

1.5% compared to 2009 and by 3.4% compared 
to 1999. It is worth mentioning that in special 
regime correctional facilities there is consistent 
increase in the proportion of people who refuse 
to work (as a rule, these are convicts negatively 
treating the administration) from 3.6% in 1999 
and 5.7% in 2009, to 9.4% in 2022.

Having analyzed the above criteria, we got a 
general characteristic of the convict (Table 6).
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Table 6
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities  

by a general characteristic (%)

General characteristic The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Is positively characterized 19.4 37.2 23.8 37.2

Is neutrally characterized 51.7 37.9 33.3 34.5

Is negatively characterized 25.1 21.8 38.4 25

Malicious regime violator 3.8 3.1 4.5 3.3

Total 100 100 100 100

behavior in places of deprivation of liberty. This 
has become possible due to the twenty-year 
reduction in the number of convicts serving im-
prisonment. 

Realization of certain rights and duties of 
convicts. In the process of execution and serv-
ing of imprisonment, the convicted person 
has a special legal status, which includes both 
common rights and duties extended to all citi-
zens (with restrictions established by criminal, 
penal and other legislation), as well as special 
rights and duties that the convicted person is 
endowed with in connection with the fact of be-
ing sentenced to imprisonment. The realization 
of the rights and obligations of convicts held in 
special regime correctional facilities will be con-
sidered in the following areas: providing medi-
cal, legal, psychological and other assistance, 
ensuring personal safety; receiving legal as-
sistance; filing complaints; assistance in social 
adaptation. The Concept for the Development 
of the Penal System of the Russian Federation 
for the Period up to 2030 singles out provision 
of medical care to persons held in penitentiary 
institutions as one of the relevant directions of 
the modern penal policy and improving psycho-
logical and social work with convicts as one of 
the goals. In accordance with Part 7 of Article 
99 of the Penal Code of the Russian Federation, 
convicts can use their own funds to pay for ad-
ditional medical, preventive and other services 
provided at their request. 

Comparing with other correctional institu-
tions, in special regime correctional facilities, 
the proportion of negatively characterized per-
sons and regime malicious violators is higher 
(by 13.4% and 1.2%, respectively), while the 
share of positively characterized convicts is 
lower (by 13.4%). Taking into account the cat-
egories of convicts serving their sentences 
there, this ratio looks quite logical. 

If we compare the behavior of convicts held 
in special regime correctional facilities in 2022 
and 1999, we can draw the following conclu-
sion: on the one hand, the proportion of posi-
tively characterized convicts increased slightly 
– by 4.4%, and on the other hand, the propor-
tion of negatively characterized persons in-
creased quite significantly – by 13.3%. There 
is also a slight increase (0.7%) in the share of 
malicious regime violators. All this happened 
due to the reduction in the number of neutrally 
characterized convicts from 51.7% to 33.3%. 
This category usually includes convicts who 
have been recently taken to the correctional 
facility (at the time of the census, 11.5% of con-
victs had been in the special regime institution 
for less than one year) and who do not partici-
pate in educational activities and at the same 
time do not violate regime requirements. The 
decrease in the proportion of neutrally charac-
terized convicts indicates the administration’s 
intensive activities to study convicts’ personal-
ity and involve them in socially useful forms of 
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Table 7
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the provision of additional medical and preventive services outside the institution  
or by third-party organizations in 2022 (%)

Provision of additional medical 
and preventive services

The 1999 census The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Yes 13.9 17.4 8.3 7.9

No, it was not required 67.4 64.9 66.7 70.0

No, there was no objective pos-
sibility for their provision 

6.9 1.0 0.6 1.0

Did not ask for their provision 11.8 16.7 24.4 21.1

Total 100 100 100 100

So, the decrease in the proportion of con-
victs who received additional medical and pre-
ventive services (by 5.6%) and who did not have 
an objective opportunity to use these services 
(by 11.5 times) indicates improvement in the sit-

uation in this area. According to the 2022 cen-
sus, the proportions of convicts provided with 
additional medical and preventive services in 
special regime and other correctional institu-
tions are approximately equal.

Table 8
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the provision of psychological assistance in 2022 (%)

Provision of psychological assistance

The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Yes 31.0 56.5 45.0

No, there was no objective possibility 
for their provision

8.7 6.6 6.5

Did not ask for their provision 60.3 36.9 48.5

Total 100 100 100

The right to psychological assistance was 
provided to convicts after the introduction of 
Paragraph 6.1 “Convicts are entitled to psy-
chological assistance” in Article 12 of the Pe-
nal Code of the Russian Federation in 2003. 
Accordingly, the provision of psychologi-
cal assistance to convicts is analyzed taking 
into account the 2009 and 2022 censuses. In 
general, there is a positive trend in the imple-
mentation of this right. It should be noted that 
in special regime correctional facilities, the 
proportion of convicts who received psycho-
logical assistance is 11.5% higher than those 
serving imprisonment in other correctional  
institutions.

Based on Clause 8 of Article 12 of the Penal 
Code of the Russian Federation, convicts can 

use services of lawyers, as well as other per-
sons entitled to provide such assistance, to re-
ceive legal assistance (Table 9). 

The study shows that convicts rarely use 
this right. In special regime correctional facili-
ties, the proportion of people who use the right 
to receive qualified legal assistance from law-
yers amounts to 8.1%, which is 2.7% less than in 
other correctional institutions. The rare request 
for help is probably related to financial difficul-
ties, since lawyer services must be paid for. At 
the time of the census, 31.4% of the convicts 
did not have funds in their personal accounts. 
In addition, there are opportunities to receive 
free legal advice from the correctional institu-
tion administration, various officials during re-
ceptions on personal matters, etc.
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Table 9 
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the use of lawyer services in 2022 (%)

Use of lawyer services

The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

No 89.6 91.9 89.2

Yes, once 7.5 4.3 6.6

Yes, 2 times 1.2 1.5 2.0

Yes, more than 2 times 1.7 2.3 2.2

Total 100 100 100

Table 10
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the use of the right to file (send) complaints in 2022 (%)

Use of the right to file (send)  
complaints

The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicted men serv-
ing imprisonment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

Did not use the right 52.8 80.8 87.3

Filed a complaint once 22.9 5.6 5.9

2 times 9 3.3 2.6

3 times and more 15.3 10.3 4.2

Total 100 100 100

According to Article 33 of the Constitution 
of the Russian Federation, Russian citizens 
are entitled to apply personally, as well as to 
send individual and collective appeals to state 
and local government bodies. This right in re-
lation to convicts is specified in Paragraph 4 
of Article 12 of the Penal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, which establishes the right of 
convicts to submit proposals, statements and 
complaints to the administration of the insti-

tution, state and interstate bodies, as well as 
to public monitoring commissions and public  
associations. 

According to the study, 19.2% of the convicts 
held in special regime correctional facilities in 
2022 exercised their right to send complaints to 
various organizations, which is 6.5% more than 
in other correctional institutions. The distribu-
tion of officials and organizations to which con-
victs apply is shown in Table 11. 

At the same time, judging by the number of 
convicts’ appeals to various authorities and es-

pecially to the court (Table 11), qualified legal 
assistance of lawyers is essential.

Table 11
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on organizations and officials to whom complaints are sent (%)

Organizations and officials to whom  
complaints are sent

The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

The Prosecutor’s office 15.9 14.8 11.2

Administration of the correctional facility - 1.0 2.2

Federal Penitentiary Service of the Russian Federa-
tion, Directorate (Main Directorate) of the Federal 
Penitentiary Service of the Russian Federation

2.8 3.6 3.0
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Court 63.8 60.8 72.9

Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Fed-
eration or in the subject of the Russian Federation 

1.9 2.0 0.8

Public Supervisory Commission (PMC) - 0.5 0.8

Public council at the Federal Penitentiary Service of 
the Russian Federation, Directorate (Main Director-
ate) of the Federal Penitentiary Service of the Rus-
sian Federation

0.4 0.0 0.0

European Court of Human Rights - 5.1 0.8

President of the Russian Federation - 2.0 0.8

Deputies of the State Duma of the Russian Federa-
tion 

- 0.5 0.8

Other organizations 14.2 9.7 6.7

Total 100 100 100

According to the study, the majority of con-
victs, including those held in special regime 
correctional facilities, sent complaints to the 
court (60.8%, issues related to the review of the 
sentence) and the Prosecutor’s office (14.8%, 
issues related to serving sentences, ensuring 
the rights and legitimate interests). A certain 
proportion of convicts (5.1%) sent complaints 
to the European Court of Human Rights. Since 
March 16, 2022, the jurisdiction of the Europe-

an Court of Human Rights has not extended to 
the Russian Federation. Apparently, the com-
plaints sent earlier than 2022 were included in 
the census. 

One of the indicators for ensuring the legal 
status of convicted persons during the period 
of serving their imprisonment is the presence 
(absence) of appeals to the correctional facil-
ity administration with a request to ensure per-
sonal safety (Table 12).

Table 12
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending on appeals  

to the correctional facility administration with a request to ensure personal safety in 2022 (%)

Appeals to the correctional facility administration 
with a request to ensure personal safety

The 1999 census The 2022 г. census

Convicted men 
serving imprison-

ment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional 
facilities 

Convicts held in 
other correctional 

facilities

No appeals 98.2 99.6 99.4

Yes, was transferred to a safe premise in the correc-
tional facility 

0.0 0.3 0.4

Yes, other preventive measures were taken 0.9 0.1 0.1

Yes, was transferred to another correctional facility  0.9 0.0 0.1

Total 100 100 100

The vast majority of convicts (99.6%) held 
in special regime correctional facilities did not 
apply to the correctional facility administration 
for personal safety in 2022. It indicates that the 
prison staff practically prevented conflict situa-
tions between convicts requiring maximum in-
tervention. At the same time, all problems that 
required ensuring the personal safety of the 
convicted person were resolved within the cor-
rectional institution in which the convicted per-
son was serving his sentence. There is also a 

downward trend in the number of requests from 
convicts for personal security compared to 
1999 that indicates strengthening of the regime 
and the operational environment in correctional 
institutions.

One of the tasks of penal legislation, estab-
lished in Part 2 of Article 1 of the Penal Code of 
the Russian Federation, is to provide assistance 
to convicts in social adaptation. First of all, this 
concerns issues related to the residence and 
employment of convicts after their release.
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Table 13
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the housing availability after release (%)

Housing availability after release

The 2009 census The 2022 census

Convicted men serv-
ing imprisonment

Convicts held in 
special regime 

correctional facilities 

Convicts held in other 
correctional facilities

Yes 91.3 68.0 87.6

No 5.7 13.0 4.7

No data 3.0 19.0 7.7

Total 100 100 100

Table 14 
Distribution of convicts held in special regime correctional facilities depending  

on the expected employment difficulties after release (%)

Expected employment  
difficulties after release

The 2022 census

Convicts held in special regime 
correctional facilities 

Convicts held in other correctional 
facilities

Yes 23.0 12.6

No 40.7 63.8

Difficult to answer 36.3 23.6

Total 100 100

The situation among convicts held in spe-
cial regime correctional facilities is more than 
critical both in terms of accommodation and 
employment after release. Only 68.0% of the 
convicts confirmed the availability of housing 
(87.6% – in other correctional facilities); 23.0% 
of the convicts expect employment difficul-
ties after release (12.6% – in other correctional 
facilities). The main reason for this situation is 
convicts’ criminal lifestyle, long periods of im-
prisonment and as a result a loss of social ties.

Conclusions.
1. Dynamics indicators of the behavior of 

convicts held in special regime correctional fa-
cilities indicate a decrease in the proportion of 
neutrally characterized convicts mainly due to 
the increase in the share of positively and neg-
atively characterized ones. This is due to the 
administration’s intensive efforts to study con-
victs’ personality and involve them in socially 
useful forms of behavior in places of detention. 
In turn, this differentiation of convicts has be-
come possible due to the 20-year reduction in 
the number of convicts serving imprisonment. 

2. The behavior of convicts serving sen-
tences in special regime correctional facili-
ties is permanently negatively characterized in 
comparison with the behavior of convicts held 
in other correctional institutions. This is evi-
denced by disciplinary practice. The proportion 
of convicts held in special regime correctional 

facilities who have no incentives is 8.1% higher 
than that of other convicts serving imprison-
ment. The share of convicts held in special re-
gime correctional facilities who have no penal-
ties is 10.3% lower than that of other convicts 
serving imprisonment. Taken together, this 
indicates fairly high criminality rates in special 
regime correctional facilities. Indirectly, this 
conclusion is confirmed by information that the 
share of convicts held in special regime correc-
tional facilities who participate in educational 
activities but do not show vested interest in it 
exceeds 31%. In other correctional institutions, 
the proportion of convicts who actively partici-
pate in educational activities is 12.8% higher. 
In general, in special regime correctional fa-
cilities, the proportion of negatively character-
ized persons (by 13.3%) and malicious regime 
violators (by 1.2%) is higher and the proportion 
of positively characterized convicts is lower (by 
13.4%) than in other correctional institutions. 

3. There is a clear positive trend in the situa-
tion with additional medical and preventive ser-
vices and psychological assistance to convicts. 
It is evidenced by the following data: the pro-
portion of convicts who did not have an objec-
tive opportunity to use additional medical and 
preventive services decreased 11.5 times; the 
proportion of convicts who received psycho-
logical assistance is 11.5% higher relative to 
other correctional institutions. 
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4. It is worth mentioning that 19.2% of the 
convicts held in special regime correctional 
facilities exercise their right to file complaints 
with various organizations, which is 6.5% more 
than in other correctional institutions. On the 
one hand, this may indicate violations of the 
rights of convicted persons, and, on the other 
hand, the existence of an effective mechanism 
to ensure the legal status of persons held in 
places of deprivation of liberty. 5. The situation 
of finding housing and employment after re-

lease is quite tough for convicts held in special 
regime correctional institutions. Only 68.0% of 
the convicts confirm the availability of housing 
(87.6% – in other correctional facilities), 23.0% 
of convicts expect employment difficulties after 
release (12.6% – in other correctional facilities). 
We believe that the situation in this area may im-
prove after the implementation of provisions of 
the federal law No. 10-FZ of February 6, 2023 
“On probation in the Russian Federation” (effec-
tive January 1, 2025).
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