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Abstract

Introduction: the article analyzes problems related to the organization and ac-
tivities of surveillance and reconnaissance groups of the NKVD rear protection
troops of the USSR in 1941-1945. The chronological framework of the study cov-
ers the period of the Great Patriotic War, which marks an active phase of tactical
activities of the NKVD troops of the USSR to protect front lines of the Red Army.
Purpose: by generalizing the experience of organizing surveillance and recon-
naissance groups of the NKVD rear protection troops of the USSR during the pe-
riod under study, to supplement and correct ideas about the history of internal
affairs agencies during the Great Patriotic War. Methods: general scientific and
historical research methods, as well as methods of materialistic dialectics, chron-
ological, comparative, system analysis, statistical, etc. The author uses materials
from the Russian State Military Archive (RGVA) to summarize the experience of
organizing surveillance and reconnaissance groups of the NKVD rear protection
troops of the USSR, many of which are being introduced into scientific circula-
tion for the first time. Results: the analysis of the regulation of surveillance and
reconnaissance groups of the NKVD rear protection troops of the USSR shows
improvements in the activities of these units in the period under study. In turn,
this ensured the fulfiiment of the most important tasks of protecting the rear of
the Red Army. The activities of surveillance and reconnaissance groups aimed at
ensuring victory over the enemy, public order and the fight against crime in the
immediate battle area were of great importance. Conclusion: focused on the pro-
tection of the military rear, surveillance and reconnaissance groups in the period
under study combined intelligence and operational search activities. Thus, they
ensured the effective and uninterrupted conduct of military operations by units
and formations of the Red Army. The primary tasks of surveillance and reconnais-
sance groups were to detect, detain, or destroy spies, saboteurs, paratroopers,
and other enemy agents, as well as various criminals, in case of resistance.

© Epifanov A. E., 2025
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Introduction

Despite all the variety of literature related to
the history and legal status of the NKVD/MIA/
MGB troops of the USSR, the problems of the
research topic were only fragmentary in it. In
the works of G.S. Beloborodov, E.l. Belov, V.V.
Knyazev, N.S. Nakonechnyi, V.F. Nekrasov [1-
5] and others, issues related to organizational
and legal foundations of the activities of surveil-
lance and reconnaissance groups during the
period under study were only partially reflect-
ed, and they did not receive a systematic and
comprehensive study. Meanwhile, it was the
surveillance and reconnaissance groups that
made a significant contribution to the fulfillment
of operational and combat tasks assigned to
the NKVD rear protection troops of the USSR of
the active Red Army [6, p. 19].

On April 28, 1942, the Decree on the NKVD
rear protection troops was signed by Marshal
Shaposhnikov, Deputy People’s Commissar of
Defense of the USSR, and Major General Apol-
lonov, Deputy People’s Commissar of Internal
Affairs of the USSR [7, pp. 6-8]. So, units of the
NKVD troops protected the rear of the fronts
(Russian State Military Archive (RSMA). Archive
38,650. List 1. Case 12. Pages 6-8). In May 1942,
according to the NKVD order No. 00852 of April
28, 1942, NKVD rear protection troops of the
Red Army were reorganized and incorporated
into the NKVD internal troops, which they were
part of until May 1943 (RSMA. Archive 32,880.
List 5. Case 592. Page. 251). The total number of
NKVD troops reached 65,978 units, the enlisted
number was 50,758 fighters and commanders
(RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 592. Page.
251). During the period under study, the territory
in which supply facilities (warehouses, etc.), ser-
vice facilities (medical and sanitary, veterinary,
workshops, etc.), as well as supply and evacua-
tion routes were located was recognized as the
rear of the Red Army (RSMA. Archive 32,880.
List 5. Case 588. Page. 40).

2025, vol.

Surveillance and reconnaissance groups
(RPG) were the main type of the duty detail of
NKVD rear protection troops of the USSR, es-
pecially in large areas, wooded and swampy
areas with a limited number of roads. It was
they who optimally combined agent intelligence
and active military search. So, a properly orga-
nized RPG service, as well as clear and vigilant
service by their personnel, made it possible to
most effectively identify and eliminate criminals
[7, p. 87].

Meanwhile, the experience of the Red Ar-
my’s rear guard service shows that there was
no clear understanding of using surveillance
and reconnaissance groups among command-
ers and personnel of such units. Meanwhile,
RPGs were recognized as successors of the
NKVD border troops, inheriting all their best
qualities. The ability to relentlessly search for,
detect, identify, pursue, destroy or neutralize
enemy infiltrators and agents was considered
the most preferable. The significance and im-
portance of RPGs lay in the fact that they were
able to independently perform tasks that were
beyond the power of other types of internal
troops. The RPG service was the most difficult,
as it required a lot of mental and physical ex-
ertion. Every fighter in an RPG had to have re-
sourcefulness, courage and bravery combined
with caution.

The inspections carried out in the units of
internal troops (as, for example, on the Cen-
tral Front in April 1943), as well as the analysis
of relevant reports demonstrated that the RPG
service had not found proper and correct use.
In some units, misunderstanding and some-
times ignorance of the requirements of the
“Instructions to the NKVD troops guarding the
rear of the Active Red Army” by individual rep-
resentatives of the command staff led to such
low results of the RPG service that they simply
discredited this most important and basic type
of the duty detail of the internal troops (RSMA.

19, no. 1 (69)
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Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page. 23). A
similar situation developed, in particular, on the
Central Front. There, in February 1943, in the
2nd Frontier Regiment, the RPG detained 247
people out of 1,635 (15.1% of their total num-
ber), while in the 98th border regiment — 94 peo-
ple out of 1,057 (8.9% of the detainees). In total,
the RPGs of both regiments detained only 13%
of the total number during this period (RSMA.
Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page. 23).

There were several reasons for the unsat-
isfactory service of surveillance and recon-
naissance groups. Areas and directions of the
groups’ actions from the point of view of the
expediency of using RPGs were not carefully
selected. Surveillance and reconnaissance
groups were often weak in their quantitative and
qualitative composition and characterized by a
lack of initiative. Group leaders did not prepare
for their official combat work beforehand and
did not have carefully thought-out action plans.
The execution of orders was poorly controlled
and the practical activities and results of the
RPG were not taken into account. Scout com-
manders were rarely included in surveillance
and reconnaissance groups.

To eliminate these shortcomings, as well as
to enhance the role of surveillance and recon-
naissance groups, in the general service sys-
tem, Colonel Serebryakov, Chief of the NKVD
rear protection troops on the Central Front, is-
sued an order on April 9, 1943, stipulating that
the organization of surveillance and reconnais-
sance groups was one of the main tasks of the
commanders of units, divisions and headquar-
ters. Special training of the commanding staff
and soldiers of the rear protection troops was
aimed at mastering solid knowledge of the or-
ganization and practical service of the RPG.
The RPG service was under special control of
regimental and battalion headquarters. This
type of the duty detail was subject to system-
atic analysis in order to timely identify and elim-
inate shortcomings (RSMA. Archive 32,880.
List 5. Case 588. Page 23 flesh side).

OnApril 9, 1943, the chief of staff of the NKVD
rear protection troops of the Central Front Col-
onel Malyi, approved a summary plan for con-
ducting training sessions with the command-
ing staff of surveillance and reconnaissance
groups. This course was aimed at training the
commanding staff in full accordance with the

“Instructions to the NKVD troops guarding the
rear of the Active Red Army”, as well as other
orders and directives on this issue (RSMA. Ar-
chive 32,880. List 5. Case 592. Page 24).

On May 11, 1943, the chief of staff of the
NKVD rear protection troops on the Volkhov
Front, Major General Velikanov put forward the
initiative to publish a special memo for every
commander of the internaltroopstorefertoona
daily basis (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case
588. Page 52). This manual was to describe
RPG tasks, composition, weapons, equipment,
service life, communications, movement, tac-
tics and techniques of work. After the relevant
decision was made by the chief of the Main De-
partment of the NKVD rear protection troops,
State Security Commissioner Leont’ev, the
necessary instructions were developed, ap-
proved by chiefs of the formations of the inter-
nal rear protection troops and disseminated to
all fronts. “Memo to the senior of a surveillance
and reconnaissance group (RPG) in the con-
ditions of protecting the rear of the active Red
Army” to a certain extent reflected the accumu-
lated experience of RPGs by that time (RSMA.
Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 9).

Functioning as one of the types of the duty
detail to protect the rear of the front, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance groups had all the
means to search, identify, detain or destroy
the enemy. The primary task of the RPG was to
search for, detect, and detain spies, saboteurs,
paratroopers, signalmen, and other agents
deployed by the enemy to the Soviet rear. So,
in September 1942, the reconnaissance and
search group of the 1st infantry battalion of the
90th border regiment in the village Krasnoe of
the Usman district of the Voronezh Oblast de-
tained Kazenkov, a soldier without documents.
During the filtration process, it was found that
in November 1941 he surrendered to the Ger-
mans, was recruited by their intelligence ser-
vice and transferred to the Soviet rear on espi-
onage missions. In total, 8 such enemy agents
from among local residents were detained that
month (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case
584. Page 37).

The RPG was engaged in the search and de-
tention of deserters and other hostile elements
hiding in the immediate battle area. Often, this
contingent, aswell as their relatives and friends,
resorted to all sorts of tricks in order to avoid ex-

PENITENTIARY SCIENCE
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posure and detention. For example, on Decem-
ber 14, 1942, the chief of the RPG of the 10th
outpost of the 92nd border regiment received
information from local residents that deserters
were hiding in the village of Medvezhye in the
Melovatsky district of the Voronezh Oblast. As a
result of the search, a hole was found under the
floor of one of the houses in which the deserter
was hiding. He breathed through the beehives
stacked under the bed above the pit. Anoth-
er deserter was also removed from a shelter
equipped under the bed. At the same time, his
wife hindered the border guards in every pos-
sible way, shouting that her husband was in the
Red Army, while they were torturing his family
(RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 490. Page
26). On November 3, 1942, the RPG of the 5th
infantry battalion of the 90th border regiment,
due to skillful and energetic actions of the fight-
ers and their wit, detained 6 deserters who
had been hiding for several months in artfully
equipped caches in their homes.

The RPG’s competence included combating
looting and plundering of socialist and collec-
tive farm property; maintaining the established
regime in the 25-kilometer battle area and ex-
pelling all illegally located persons; combing
forests, swamps and other areas for these pur-
poses; identifying small military teams, units
and others who had broken away from their
units and illegally remained in the rear; iden-
tification and detention of those responsible
for the damage to communications; inspect-
ing settlements in the immediate battle area,
from where the local population was resettled
(RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page
52-52 flash side).

RPG fighters and commanders were to be
always ready to search for, detain, or destroy
an enemy spy, signalman, or scout (or groups
of them) hiding in the relevant area; an active
enemy radio station; parachutists thrown by the
enemy from an airplane; crew members of an
enemy aircraft that landed; and enemy soldiers
who found themselves in the immediate battle
area.

In addition, RPG personnel were charged
with detecting and marking warehouses, weap-
ons, equipment, mined areas, etc. left by the
enemy. Their task was also to identify and re-
move the enemy’s henchmen and accomplices
from the local population during the liberation

2025, vol.

from occupiers; to search, pursue and destroy
small groups of enemy scouts and machine
gunners, individuals and groups of bandits who
broke into the immediate battle area; comb out
forests, swamps, ravines, mowing and vegeta-
ble gardens; to inspect settlements for the de-
tection and detention of fugitive deserters and
violators of the immediate battle area regime;
to search, collect and destruct anti-Soviet leaf-
lets and other “counter-revolutionary” literature
dropped by enemy aircraft, detect and detain
their keepers and distributors; to conduct re-
connaissance of the area and the situation at
the unit’s site; to search for the pilot who landed
his plane and parachuted out; fulfil other tasks
arising from the situation to protect the rear of
the front. For example, in March 1943, the RPG
92 of the NKVD border regiment of the rear pro-
tection of the Voronezh Front detained 3 burgo-
masters, an assistant to the German comman-
dant, 6 translators, 4 clerks of the elders, 14
managers of the occupiers, 12 concubines of
German officers, 22 volunteers of the Ukrainian
national formation, 12 gendarmes, 2 lawyers,
the police chief and other henchmen and ac-
complices of the enemy who were hiding from
the Soviet authorities (RSMA. Archive 32,880.
List 5. Case 490. Page 52).

As a rule, RPGs operated in a certain direc-
tion, area or point. Their main method of ac-
tion was an active search for sabotage and re-
connaissance groups and enemy individuals,
spies, deserters and other criminal elements
within the assigned area or route. To make the
search more effective, the groups used all pos-
sible sources of personal intelligence and sur-
veillance, as well as operational materials from
NKVD bodies and troops, NKGB bodies, Red
Army units, assistance brigades (fighter battal-
ions) and survey data from local residents.

According to the established procedure,
the senior RPG could be a commander or in
some cases a well-trained junior commander
who was familiar with the methods and tricks of
the enemy’s agents and the criminal element,
who was able to navigate freely and correctly
in the most difficult combat situation, who had
the skills to check documents with high com-
mand demands and politeness (RSMA. Archive
32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 14 flash side).
There were 2 chief deputies. As a rule, RPG
personnel included 10-15 fighters and com-

19, no. 1 (69)
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manders. Its number could be increased to 20
people when the group was sent to the territory
just liberated from the enemy (RSMA. Archive
32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 24).

Only the commander of the relevant unit of
the internal troops could set the RPG chief a
combat task. The head of the outpost, battalion
or regiment commanders within the assigned
areas were entitled to send RPGs to complete
the task. In addition, the RPG could be sent by
the headquarters of the regiment or formations
of the internal troops as a whole, within the en-
tire security zone of the front rear. It is worth
mentioning that RPG fighters and commanders
were strictly forbidden to be distracted by tasks
unrelated to the assignment they had received.
However, upon receiving information about the
presence of Hitler’'s henchmen, spies, desert-
ers and other hostile elements, the RPG chief
was obliged to organize their detention or liqui-
dation (in case of resistance) but not to the det-
riment of the task set by the higher command
(RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page
29). In all cases, if the situation required it, the
RPG chief was obliged to immediately provide
support to neighboring units (RSMA. Archive
32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 30).

The tasks performed by surveillance and re-
connaissance groups in each specific case re-
quired a selective attitude towards the choice
of its chief, determining the number (squad,
platoon, etc.) and composition (including a
scout commander, orderly, sapper, signalmen,
guide search dogs, etc.), choosing a means
of transportation (on foot, on skis, carts, cars,
etc.), weapons and ammunition, equipment and
food, means of communication, service life,
and the method of sending urgent reports. Sur-
veillance and reconnaissance groups had to be
maneuverable and “fast-moving”, capable of
performing the task in any conditions, with the
least expenditure of effort and energy (RSMA.
Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 14). For
this reason, their equipment in winter and sum-
mer was as light as possible.

Depending on the task at hand, the RPG
could serve from several hours to several days.
Having received the task, its commander was
obliged to give necessary orders to prepare for
its implementation, obtain maps and diagrams
of the area and, based on them, think over and
draw up a plan of action for the group. As a

rule, the situation was not fixed on maps and
diagrams. It was allowed to make only marks in
an arbitrary style. In practice, the commanding
staff tried to remember everything.

It was necessary to take into account the
presence of fighters, commanders and spe-
cialists in the RPG, their personal qualities,
time of day, terrain and weather conditions, the
time set for service, the means and sources al-
lowed for use in the RPG area (NKVD and mili-
tia, awareness, assistance brigades, Red Army
garrisons, Komsomol youth formations, etc.) In
addition, when preparing an RPG for an opera-
tion, its commander had to take into account its
duration, location of the occupied area and its
consequences. In order to obtain intelligence
data and possible assistance in people, the
presence of former partisan detachments and
the location of their fighters were clarified.

In the absence of a reconnaissance com-
mander in the RPG, it was necessary to receive
instructions from the chief who was sending the
group about the need to contact informers in
the area of action. In the presence of unfamil-
iar areas, the need for engineering reconnais-
sance was considered. In addition, the RPG got
from the commander a conditional signal (sign)
to communicate with Soviet aircraft, which
could be contacted for help in completing the
task.

The operation plan necessarily provided for
the sequence of “processing” of local objects
— mowing with barns, ravines, swamps, farms
and other settlements, woodlands, forests, etc.
If the forest was large, it had to be divided into
sections depending on the available forces.
The technique of examining each local object
was planned in advance, namely the location
of posts and patrols and secrets, the order of
combing the area in order to exclude any pos-
sibility of leaving unnoticed by anyone who
was wanted or simply found himself in the area
of the group. The time needed for work, rest,
movement from facility to facility, and return to
the location of the unit were also preplanned.

The chief of a surveillance and reconnais-
sance group carefully checked its readiness
before the start of the operation. For this pur-
pose, clothes, shoes, weapons and equipment
were examined. The availability, packing and
condition of food were checked. In winter, spe-
cial attention was paid to skiing, as well as to the
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preparation of weapons (especially automatic
weapons) for shooting.

Poor-quality recruitment of personnel was
one of the main shortcomings of the RPG’s
combat activities at its initial stage. At first,
groups were hastily recruited from fighters
and commanders without required skills. For
this reason, searches were conducted clum-
sily and, as a rule, turned out to be fruitless.
In those cases, when such groups engaged in
battle with the enemy, they showed cowardice,
confusion and, instead of active actions, went
on the defensive. During the pursuit of the en-
emy, they acted slowly and, due to the inept
organization of the pursuit, often came under
sudden fire from ambushes, were blown up by
mines, and suffered unnecessary and unjusti-
fied losses (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case
592. Page 267).

In this regard, the RPG chief was previous-
ly obliged to personally get acquainted with
all its members, especially those who arrived
from other units. The selection of RPG person-
nel, as required by the instruction, was carried
out strictly individually, taking into account the
readiness for its service and combat opera-
tions. Preference was given to the “party-Kom-
somol stratum”, politically literate, stable, phys-
ically hardy and vigilant fighters who were able
to recognize tricks of enemy’s agents [9, p. 15
flash side]. As required by the instruction, the
“revolutionary legality” had to be maintained
during all service and combat operations of the
RPG. Those found guilty of its violation were
to be immediately removed from the RPG and
brought to liability (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List
5. Case 588. Page 34).

The personnelincluded in the RPG, as arule,
were armed with automatic weapons - light
machine guns, machine guns and grenades,
supplied with the necessary amount of am-
munition, gas masks, chemical and individual
packages. A miner included in the RPG had to
have a mine detector and a proper tool with
him, in addition to the required means for fenc-
ing or marking minefields. Depending on the
task at hand and working conditions, in special
cases, it was allowed for RPG fighters and com-
manders to change into civilian clothes. Their
weapons were limited to pistols, revolvers and
grenades (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case
588. Page 15 flash side).

2025, vol.

Before an operation, the commander spe-
cifically and clearly, without unnecessary rea-
soning and general phrases, set the RPG per-
sonnel the task, clarified the area and terms of
service, and gave necessary instructions. Sick
and unreliable fighters were excluded from the
group and replaced by others. If the RPG had to
operate in areas where it was possible to come
across the enemy, its entire personnel had to
comply with the requirements of Part 1 of Ar-
ticle 104 of the 1942 Infantry Combat Regula-
tions. In this case, documents of the RPG per-
sonnel were kept at the chief of the outpost.

The RPG’s service and combat activities
were carried out strictly according to plan. De-
pending on the situation and the nature of the
tasks performed, the RPG was entitled to set
up posts, secrets, roadblocks, conduct raids in
settlements, forests and farms, allocate con-
voys, etc. In accordance with the situation, the
RPG chief could divide its staff into groups:

— mission support groups that were sent to
probable escape routes of the enemy and op-
erated by ambush;

— cover units (the so-called “firing” group);

— active search and capture of the enemy
(RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page
29 flash side).

When moving along an unknown route, es-
pecially in the territory liberated from the en-
emy, miners had to be assigned to the head
patrol for reconnaissance and mine clearance.
Prior to the engineering survey, unauthorized
entry of fighters into dugouts and individual
empty buildings was not allowed. Also, before
the inspection by miners, it was strictly forbid-
den to pick up any objects. An instructor of a
service search dog was part of the head patrol.
At the same time, the latter was on a long leash
or even got off it (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5.
Case 588. Page 43).

Depending on the situation and terrain con-
ditions, the RPG personnel were instructed to
move in a column of one, two, or in a chain.
The area was subject to a thorough inspec-
tion when performing the task. RPG fighters
and commanders always had to make sure
that they could see and hear everything, while
remaining unnoticed by themselves. In order
to avoid mines or a sudden ambush by the en-
emy, RPGs did not move along roads, trails or
clearings.
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If the RPG performed combat missions for a
long time, its chief had to take care of the orga-
nization of rest and meals for the personnel en-
trusted. At the same time, a place for rest (over-
night stay) was chosen, if possible, outside of
populated areas. When stopping for a rest or
overnight, accommodation with local residents
was strictly prohibited. During the overnight
stay, RPGs posted guards. In case of possible
encounter with the enemy (bandit groups), an
ambush (cover) from among the machine gun-
ners was set up on the completed route (if the
traces left after the movement of the RPG were
clearly visible) 400-500 meters from the loca-
tion of the RPG. No one from the RPG person-
nel was allowed to take off their shoes and uni-
forms during the rest.

It is worth mentioning that the RPG could not
for a minute stop its reconnaissance activities,
including monitoring what was happening in the
vicinity, interviewing local residents and pass-
ers-by, communicating with local authorities,
Red Army garrisons, etc. If the task involved
secrecy (when searching for spies, saboteurs,
deserters, etc.), it was forbidden to openly go
out on the roads and prescribed to regularly
change the direction of movement. If there
were guides in the RPG, they should be pro-
tected from communication with the local pop-
ulation in every possible way and kept under
constant supervision of the chief of the group
and his deputies (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5.
Case 588. Page 34).

During the inspection of the settlement, the
RPG approached it covertly, having previously
studied its configuration and approaches from
afar. All exits from the settlement were to be
blocked by patrols and posts. Only after that,
the RPG was allowed to enter the settlement.
There they talked with the chairman of the col-
lective farm or village council about their plans
and tried to obtain necessary operational and
intelligence information.

If necessary, the settlement was divided into
several sections, according to the number of
designated inspection groups. At least 4-5 fight-
ers and a representative of the local government
were assigned to each of them. As a rule, the
inspection started at all sites at the same time.
All buildings, attics, closets, basements, cel-
lars, piles of hay and straw, large chests, draw-
ers, cabinets, etc. were examined. The citizens’

documents were checked. During the inspec-
tion of the interior, surveillance posts were set
up outside. The detained persons were filtered
on the spot. Those to be further developed fol-
lowed along with the RPG, or were escorted to
their destination. The convoy was distinguished
from the best fighters depending on the number
and importance of the detainees, but always at
least two people. Those who offered armed re-
sistance or tried to escape during the arrest, as
well as detained enemy paratroopers and ban-
dits were escorted with their hands tied. Hand
binding was checked periodically.

Meadow, fields with barnsand haystackswere
preliminarily covertly studied. Posts were set up
on the outskirts of the field or meadow in such
a way that no one could escape into the forest.
The named objects were combed from a more
closed area to a more open one, namely from
a dense forest to a swamp, river or field. During
the inspection, the personnel were divided into
groups, each of which was allocated a separate
search lane. When examining a large dense for-
est, it was divided into areas with clearly visible
landmarks in the form of a clearing, stream,
glade, ravine, etc. Patrols or posts were sent
along lateral and front borders of the inspection
area in order to prevent the wanted from leaving
forward or sideways unnoticed. During the in-
spection of the forest, the RPG personnel were
divided into small groups of 3-5 people led by
their senior staff. When moving through the for-
est, they were forbidden to make noise, as well
as to give signals in the form of shouts, whistles,
etc. Communication between these groups was
maintained visually and audibly.

The search parties had to move slowly, care-
fully examining all the pits, huts, dugouts and
thickets. Special attention was paid to foot-
prints, freshly broken or felled branches, trees,
remnants of campfires, food and human excre-
ment, and well-trodden paths. RPG fighters and
commanders were well aware that the enemy
often mined their tracks. When enemy tracks
were found, they were subject to careful study.
Special attention was paid to their prescription
and direction of movement. As a rule, it was
necessary to move parallel to the track. Search
dogs were used to study the trail. The direc-
tion of movement was indicated by the launch
of lighting flares, rifle shots with tracer bullets,
notches in trees, twigs, etc.
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The RPG’s operation in the 25-kilometer
frontline had its own specifics: a complete
ban on the presence of civilians there and the
need to interact with military commandants of
settlements. All military personnel and undocu-
mented civilians detained in the frontline were
subject to detention, arrest and sent for further
filtration to the chief who sent the RPG. In ad-
dition, RPG personnel were required to pay at-
tention to violations of camouflage rules by Red
Army troops located in populated areas of the
front line, especially their artillery, tanks, vehi-
cles, wagons, etc.

The enemy (paratroopers, saboteurs, ban-
dits, etc.) discovered during the RPG’s service
and combat activities was subject to encircle-
ment and forced to surrender. When encoun-
tering single enemy soldiers, small groups of
deserters and bandits, the RPG personnel had
to suddenly attack them and capture them with-
out firing a shot. When an unknown (wanted)
person approached, it was required to set up
an ambush and detain the person. If a detainee
had a weapon, it was subject to immediate sei-
zure. Every detainee was subject to a search,
during which documents, money and other
items that could be used for attack were taken
away. When an unknown man tried to escape,
the RPG personnel had to immediately chase
him/her. If they could not catch up, they had to
“use a grenade or a bullet”, but only as a last re-
sort. It was mandatory to shout “Stop” and fire
one warning shot. Shooting to kill was allowed
in case the detainee did not stop. As stated in
the instruction to the senior of the RPG, “a calm,
accurate shot from a rifle (submachine gun) will
always catch up with the enemy” (RSMA. Ar-
chive 32,880. List 5. Case 479. Page 7).

According to the instruction, the RPG chief
was obliged to use weapons in cases of an ap-
parent attack on its personnel, armed resis-
tance, or escape attempt (after calling “stop”
and firing a warning shot) (RSMA. Archive
32,880. List 5. Case 588. Page 30). In case
of armed resistance, it was necessary to act
quickly and decisively — to open fire and go
on the attack. When capturing someone from
an enemy group, it was required to quickly es-
tablish whether any of its members had disap-
peared, and if so, in which direction. Atthe same
time, the testimony of detainees was checked
by studying traces and other signs.

2025, vol.

If the enemy fled, it was prescribed to pur-
sue them immediately. The instruction distin-
guished between two types of pursuit: direct
pursuit, when the enemy tried to escape in front
of soldiers, and pursuit based on the traces left
by unknown persons. In both cases, the RPG
was to using all the possibilities to detain of-
fenders. In any pursuit, the RPG personnel were
to use a search dog (RSMA. Archive 32,880.
List 5. Case 588. Page 17 flash side).

It is noteworthy that the enemy could be fol-
lowed by the tracks and at the same time by spe-
cially designated groups and patrols. Fatigue,
weather, night, numerical superiority of the en-
emy, or losses were not recognized as valid rea-
sons for stopping the pursuit of the enemy.

The RPG chief was personally responsible
for indecisive actions and even more so for their
termination. It was required to attack the enemy
decisively and quickly regardless of the numer-
ical superiority. The RPG fighter was obliged to
complete the task in any case, even if he was
left alone against the numerically superior en-
emy. As it followed from the instructions to the
senior of the RPG, in case of a sudden encoun-
ter with the enemy, especially at night orin a fog
(blizzard), as well as when operating on heavily
rough terrain, it was necessary to boldly attack
the enemy.

The RPG’s operational and combat work in-
volved direct clashes with regular enemy units,
mainly with reconnaissance groups. They are
most widespread in the Karelian Front. In to-
tal, 17 enemy reconnaissance and sabotage
groups numbering from 25 to 600 people were
recorded in its rear in 1942-1943. As a result of
the fighting with them, 186 Nazis were killed, 82
wounded and 31 captured. The losses of the
internal troops amounted to 19 people killed,
21 wounded and 1 missing (RSMA. Archive
32,880. List 5. Case 592. Page 262). For exam-
ple, the RPG of the 4th outpost of the 1st border
regiment (Karelian Front) consisting of 7 fight-
ers under the command of Sergeant Kashlev
engaged in battle with the Nazis 9 kilometers
west of Olonets on June 26, 1944. Two enemy
soldiers and an officer were killed and 12 were
captured. One of the RPG fighters died in the
fight (RSMA. Archive 32,880. List 5. Case 592.
Page 105).

It was required to report immediately to the
commander who sent the RPG about the fight.
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Reports were sent without fail in cases of detec-
tion or elimination of the enemy, receiving new
information about the enemy or the situation.
Whatever task the RPG performed, everything
that could be seen, clarified, and discovered
should be recorded, mapped, and reported in
detail, clearly, and truthfully to the command
upon return to the unit.

In total, according to the operational depart-
ment of the Main Directorate of the Internal
Troops of the NKVD of the USSR, during the
Great Patriotic War, the internal troops of the
NKVD of the USSR together with surveillance
and reconnaissance groups conducted 9,292
Chekist-military operations to combat bandit-
ry, during which 47,451 bandits were killed and
99,732 captured alive. As a result of their op-
erational activities, 2,578 spies and saboteurs,
47,577 traitors to the motherland, 132,695 hoo-
ligans, thieves and speculators, 119,648 desert-
ers and 227,928 people who evaded service in
the Red Army were detained. In addition, alarge
number of accomplices of the enemy, who es-
caped from places of detention, captivity and
from the occupied territory, members of fascist
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Abstract

Introduction: a retrospective analysis of the processes related to changes
in the prison administration in the pre-revolutionary period is of theoretical and
practical significance, as it helps extrapolate historical experience into activities
of the modern penitentiary system. The study of the stated topic is determined
by the need to restore a historically objective picture of activities of the penal
system in the XIX — early XX century. The article describes activities of the
Russian state to staff the prison department in the given historical period. The
choice of topic is also related to the 110th anniversary of the first graduation from
the Moscow School of Prison Wardens, which can rightfully be considered the
first official educational institution for training female prison staff. Purpose: to
study historical experience of training female prison officers using the example
of the Moscow School of Prison Wardens. Tasks: to systematize empirical data
on the work of the Moscow School of Prison Wardens; to determine the purpose
of its opening, sources of funding; to characterize approaches to the selection
of candidates for training; to analyze the content of educational programs and
teaching methods. Methods: the dialectical method made it possible to trace
the dynamics of changes in activities of the Russian state to staff the prison
department during the historical period under study. The logical method was used
to analyze requirements for the professional competence of prison staff, identify
criteria for selecting candidates for admission to wardens’ schools, evaluate
educational programs for female prison officers, etc. The formal legal method
was applied for the analysis of legislative and other regulatory legal documents
on the topic; the logical-semantic method - for the determination of the essence
and significance of forms and methods of training female students; the structural
method - for the identification of features of training female prison officers.
Results: the article devoted to the description of educational traditions of the late
XIX — early XX century can be used as a substantial basis for courses in theory
and history of personnel training for the penal system, taking into account the
genesis of penitentiary education. Conclusion: the foundations for staff training
for penitentiary institutions were laid during the period under review. It is shown
that the main attention was paid to the formation of professional competence of
female prison officers through a combination of theoretical and practical training.
Despite the fact that the attempts described in the article to create an effective
staff training system failed to fully address the personnel issue in the penitentiary
sector, they can rightfully be recognized as a positive experience.
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In the late XIX — early XX century, the inter-
nal migration of peasants to cities increased
sharply, and the patriarchal-communal system
of relations collapsed as a result of rapid indus-
trial development in the Russian Empire. Isola-
tion from the usual socio-cultural space often
led numerous groups of peasants to marginal-
ization and deviant behavior, which negatively
affected the criminal situation and increased
the crime rate and the prison population as a
whole. At the same time, the places of execu-
tion of criminal penalties experienced serious
difficulties with staffing due to low salaries and
a lack of a unified legal regulation system for
all institutions. The prison staff was trained on
the job. At that time, the structure of the staff
and requirements for their professional com-
petence reflected only the needs of a particular
prison institution for a certain period of time.
On their own initiative, local authorities opened
police schools, where they trained prison staff.
At the same time, training was limited to practi-
cal mastering of the basics of prison service in
places of detention.

The presented article complements the ex-
isting experience of scientific analysis and gen-
eralization of activities of the Russian state to
staff the prison department in the XIX — early
XX century. D.V. Voloshin discussed problems
of professional training of personnel, consid-
ered scientific, theoretical, organizational,
pedagogical and educational ideas of N.F.
Luchinskii, B.S. Utevskii, S\V. Poznyshev and
other scientists [1-3]. M.V. Vol’skii [5] and L.Yu.
Zabrovskaya [5] also studied personnel policy,
organizational and managerial features of the
Russian prison department in the late XIX — ear-
ly XX century. Organizational and pedagogical

issues of activities of the first state schools for
training penitentiary personnel in Russia were
reflected in the publications of D.Yu. Stepanova
[6] and P.P. Pirogov [7]. A series of articles of
the journal “Prison Bulletin” is devoted to vari-
ous aspects of the functioning of the Moscow
School of Prison Wardens, including material
on the founding documents, the financing sys-
tem, quantitative and qualitative characteristics
of students, participation of the Moscow Wom-
en’s Charity and Prison Committee, etc. [8-16].

When working on the article, we studied doc-
uments of Archive 625 “Moscow female prison”
of the Central State Archive of the city of Mos-
cow (CSA of Moscow), containing information
on applicant selection procedures, application
forms, official transcripts, gradebooks, etc. The
archive contains a section about daily routine
of students, regulations of the School Council,
remuneration of teaching staff, in particular,
there is an indication of a rate of 2 rubles per
hour for all categories of teachers. In addition,
the archive materials describe a procedure for
choosing premises for a school and contain in-
formation about the lease agreement with mer-
chants Proshins, the amount of rent and the
location of the first building (CSA of Moscow.
Archive 625. List 1. Case 103).

As noted above, the problem of staffing the
penitentiary system was acute in the late XIX -
early XX century. Establishment of specialized
educational institutions was discussed. Para-
doxically, in pre-revolutionary Russia, women
were ready to work in the prison department.
At that time, the penitentiary system was one
of the few institutions where women could ob-
tain the status of a civil servant. The highly ap-
proved opinion of the State Council of June 15,
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1887 “On the management of separate places
of detention of the civil department and prison
guards” [17] introduced positions of assistant
prison governors or wardens, as well as se-
nior and junior wardens, in certain institutions
executing criminal penalties against women.
They could include “literate persons of any
rank”, who took an oath to serve according to
the rites of their religion. In addition, applicants
for these positions pledged in writing to serve
honestly. Disciplinary measures (remark, rep-
rimand, fine, extra duty, dismissal) were ap-
plied to them in the case of a misdemeanor,
in the case of a crime, they were handed over
to the court [17]. In 1892, female prison offi-
cers received pension benefits that extended
not only to the employee herself, but also to
their minor children if they became orphans
after losing their father and mother [18]. How-
ever, women were restricted to bear arms [19,
pp. 37-38]. Despite the fact that service in the
prison department was fraught with high re-
sponsibility, it belonged to a public service that
provided certain social guarantees, including
pension provision. This was a definite incentive
for women from poor families to receive finan-
cial supportin old age. Thus, the existence of a
number of state preferences motivated women
from taxable estates to serve in the penitentiary
system.

Considering the need for full-time staff, the
Moscow Women’s Charity and Prison Commit-
tee founded the first school for training wardens
in 1899. It is worth mentioning that after the re-
organization of the Moscow Provincial Commit-
tee of the Prison Trustee Society in 1895, which
had broad powers to manage activities of plac-
es of detention in Moscow, its successors, the
Moscow Provincial Women’s and Men’s Prison
Charity Committees, had very limited opportu-
nities to participate in activities of correctional
institutions. They were mainly responsible for
charitable activities and religious education of
convicts. Infact, the establishment of the school
for training wardens was a private initiative of
the committee, which maintained the school at
its own expense. There was no state funding for
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the school and no coordination of its activities
by the Main Prison Department (MPD).

The purpose of the school was defined as
“training skilled wardens for female prisons in
Russia who will not only serve conscientiously,
but also exert a moral influence on prisoners”
(CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1. Case 103.
Pages 96-98).

The school accepted young women and
single widows aged 21-35. When applying for
admission to the educational institution, ap-
plicants had to submit a medical certificate, a
loyalty certificate, recommendations and pho-
tographs (CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1.
Case 103. Page 25).

To verify the authenticity of trustworthiness
certificates, the head of the school could send
inquiries to the detective police, the security
department, and the mayor about candidates’
moral qualities and loyalty (CSA of Moscow. Ar-
chive 625. List 1. Case 103. Page 83).

It should be mentioned that the preference
was given to girls from families of provincial
clergy. On the one hand, they were brought up
in strict Christian traditions. On the other, due
to remote residence from educational centers
of Russia and a relative poverty of their parents,
they did not have the opportunity to get a good
education and therefore to succeed in life.
However, according to archival sources, stu-
dents at the school belonged to different social
groups. So, among the 1906 graduates were
T.I. Baranovskaya (daughter of a nobleman),
P.M. Bukareva (daughter of a collegiate asses-
sor), E.L. Kuz’mina (daughter of a philistine),
A.M. Mikhailova (peasant), E.F. Nikol’'skaya
(daughter of a deacon), E.S. Orlova (peasant),
M.S. Skvortsova (daughter of a psalmist), O.G.
Solov’eva (widow of the titular adviser) (CSA of
Moscow. Archive 625. List 1. Case 103. Page
389).

The term of study at the school lasted one
year and consisted of two stages.

Bible chairs, Russian language, arithmetic,
Russian history, geography of Russia, prison
studies, law studies, and medical patient care
were studied for sixmonths during the first stage
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of theoretical training. Persons who passed ex-
ams in the theoretical course were admitted to
the second, practical, stage of training, which
consisted in serving in Moscow places of de-
tention (CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1.
Case 103. Pages 96-98).

Provided that a student performed her du-
ties in good faith, after six months of training,
she received a certificate with the seal of the
Moscow Women’s Charity and Prison Com-
mittee and a badge of the established pattern
confirming her right to fill the position of war-
den. The Committee was actively involved in
the distribution of school graduates to places of
detention not only in Moscow and Saint Peters-
burg, but also in provincial cities. After school,
women could serve as wardens and as nurses
at prison hospitals, heads of nurseries, etc.

The importance of this school increased sig-
nificantly with the opening of the Moscow fe-
male prison for 250 people in October 1907. It
was built on the site of former penal battalions
[14].

Taking into account the positive experience
of this school in staffing institutions, the Main
Prison Administration began to take certain
steps to set up departmental educational in-
stitutions for training prison staff. It planned to
organize “prison courses and the institute of
candidates for positions in the prison depart-
ment” [20, p. 18]. However, these plans were
not implemented. Another attempt (also un-
successful) was made in 1912, when a draft
law No. 16,270 “On conducting prison courses
at the MPD” was submitted to the State Duma
through the Ministry of Justice of the Russian
Empire [21]. A more successful project aimed
at training personnel for the prison system was
the conduct of systematic readings on prison
studies in March 1912 [22]. It was assumed that
the composition of the listeners of systematic
readings was to be approved annually by the
head of the Main Prison Department. Groups of
trainees were preferably to consist of persons
holding full-time positions in the prison depart-
ment, however, other persons who met general
requirements for admission to the civil service

could also be accepted. There were no gender
restrictions on the admission of students. Sys-
tematic readings on prison studies were pri-
marily aimed at studying provisions of the Gen-
eral prison regulations [22; 23]. According to
the fair remark of D.V. Voloshin, these readings
were the first successful attempt at the practi-
cal implementation of the state model of train-
ing penitentiary personnel [2, pp. 7-13].

Centralized training of prison staff in edu-
cational institutions began in 1913. A school
for training candidates for the position of se-
nior prison wardens in Saint Petersburg and
a school for training candidates for the posi-
tion of prison female wardens in Moscow were
opened in connection with the Law of July 13,
1913 “On the establishment of a school in Saint
Petersburg for training candidates for the po-
sition of senior prison wardens and a school
in Moscow for training candidates for the po-
sition of prison female wardens” approved
by the State Council and the State Duma [19,
pp. 899-901].

In our opinion, the creation of two educa-
tional institutions for training prison staff at the
same time could be dictated by several cir-
cumstances. First, there was a difference in
the categories of students: the school in Saint
Petersburg trained active prison officers to
improve their qualifications for appointment
to a higher position; in Moscow — people who
were recruited for the first time. Second, the
creation of separate educational institutions
for men and women fully corresponded to the
concept of Russian education in the early XX
century, which provided for separate education
for people of different sexes. According to D.Yu.
Stepanova, at that historical moment, separate
group education in Russia was the most wide-
spread organizational and pedagogical model
implemented in various educational institutions
[6, p. 116], which was reflected in the organiza-
tion of educational institutions for the training of
prison wardens.

The organizational and legal status of the
female warden school established by the MPD
was fixed in the Regulations on the school ap-
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proved by the aforementioned law of July
13, 1913. The location of the school for train-
ing prison female wardens was chosen to use
previous experience of the Moscow school. In
September 1913, the head of the Moscow fe-
male prison S.l. Brodovskii and Moscow mer-
chants Nikolai Proshin and Aleksandr Proshin
concluded an agreement on the lease of a two-
story wooden house for a school in the Presnya
area (along Panfilovsky Lane, 1) with sheds,
cellar and water supply for 500 rubles per year
(CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1. Case 103.
Page 20). On the day set for the start of classes,
two female students did not arrive and during
the course four more students were expelled
for various reasons (CSA of Moscow. Archive
625. List 1. Case 103. Page 82).

The library fund of the school consisted of
booksbyS.V. Poznyshev “Essays on prison stud-
ies”, “Doctrine of punishment”, de N.l. Rochefor
“Code of conduct”, A.V. Kenigson “Misconduct
and crimes in the service and the procedure for
the responsibility of officials” (collection of legal
provisions with explanation), L.E. Vladimirova
“Doctrine of criminal evidence”, “Law studies”
and others reasons (CSA of Moscow. Archive
625. List 1. Case 103. Page 337).

The school’s program included a two-stage
training system: the first stage was theoreti-
cal and the second was an internship in prison.
In the morning, students attended a prison
school, where, under the guidance of teachers,
they revised the elementary school course they
had completed before entering school in order
to consolidate their knowledge of the Russian
language and arithmetic. Theoretical class-
es according to the program approved by the
MPD head were held daily from 15.00 to 19.00.
In total, 325 hours of classes were held during
the 1913/1914 academic year (CSA of Moscow.
Archive 625. List 1. Case 103. Page 330). The
program included academic disciplines, such
as prison studies, prison administration and
supervision, hygiene, accounting, Bible chairs,
history of the Fatherland, and a short course in
law. Theoretical classes were conducted in the
form of lectures, as well as conversations with
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female students. The degree of students’ mas-
tery of the educational material was determined
by the method of oral questioning and written
work.

S.V. Poznyshev tried to reveal in a concise
and popular form key ideas underlying the or-
ganization of prison activities, “believing that
a person with energy and love can only do a
thing whose meaning is clear to him so that he
can understand his actions as part of a larger
cause consisting of a mass of individual ac-
tions” [25, p. 143]. In his lectures, the professor
revealed:

— the purpose of punishment, in par-
ticular prisons, comparing the pre-reform
and current state of prisons in the Russian
Empire;

— features of prison systems (solitary con-
finement, general confinement, progressive
prison system);

— features of various means of correction of
convicts;

— organization of prison labor, foster care,
etc

He also told the audience about the works
and activities of J. Howard and F.P. Haase [24].

Practical exercises under the guidance and
supervision of administration officials were
conducted on the territory of female and transit
prisons, as well as in the prison hospital. In the
female prison, classes were held from 8.00 to
12.00. Students got acquainted with various as-
pects of prison life and performed some work,
for example, food distribution, chamber search,
reception of prisoners, etc. (CSA of Moscow.
Archive 625. List 1. Case 103. Page 158).

Allissues of the institution’s functioning were
discussed at meetings of the school board.
During the 1913/1914 academic year, meetings
were held 12 times, where issues related to
general supervision of administrative, econom-
ic and educational units, supply of furniture,
admission and graduation of female students,
establishment of a dormitory and expenditure
of funds allocated to the school were consid-
ered. In 1913, 2,616 rubles were allocated for
the maintenance of the school, in 1914 — 1,120
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rubles (CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1.
Case 103. Page 334).

In March 1914, 8 students graduated from
the school (CSA of Moscow. Archive 625. List 1.
Case 103. Page 82). The second enrollmentwas
in September 1914; 14 students were accepted
according to the results of admission tests. The
training program compared to the first one was
changed by the decision of the school board.
From September 12 to October 20, there were
only practical classes for students to go through
all the stages of the internal service of wardens.
According to the school board, it would help fe-
male students to master the theoretical materi-
al. In the following months of training, students
acquired theoretical knowledge; the hours al-
lotted for practical classes were reduced. Stu-
dents were not on full duty in prison as part of
their practical training, but only got acquainted
with the prison management and work service,
as well as helped full-time wardens. The list of
theoretical disciplines also underwent some
changes, Bible chairs, domestic history, juris-
prudence, theoretical and applied prison stud-
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Abstract

Introduction: the article considers problematic aspects of the evolution of the
institution of criminal punishment in Russia from the time of Peter the Great to the
first criminal codifications of the Soviet era, as well as cultural, socio-political and
economic factors that influenced this process. Purpose: to analyze the historical
path and identify patterns of criminal punishment development in Russia from
the reign of Emperor Peter I, in which the intimidation paradigm prevailed, to
the stage of operation of the first criminal codes of the Soviet state, focused
on positivist ideas of protecting society and correction. Methods: structural
analysis and synthesis, documentary, historical-legal and comparative-legal
methods of cognition. Results: the author substantiates the point of view that the
repressiveness of criminal punishments of the Petrine era is associated with the
desire of the political authorities to ensure the implementation of fundamental,
large-scale and unprecedented social transformations for that time. It is argued
that the enlightened absolutism ideology of the Catherine era had no humanizing
effect on penitentiary practice, which remained unchanged and conservative. The
long-term codification and systematization of legislation under the leadership of
M.A. Balug’yanskii and M.M. Speranskii is assessed and successful reforming
of criminal legislation during the reign of Alexander Il is described. A high legal
significance of the 1903 Criminal Code is associated with the involvement of
prominent legal scholars N.A. Neklyudov, N.D. Sergeevskii, N.S. Tagantsev, and
I.Ya. Foinitskii in its drafting. Ideological and scientific-theoretical foundations of
the first criminal codifications of the Soviet period are revealed in detail, reasons
for the appearance of the institution of social protection measures are analyzed,
and scientific judgments about the excessive repressiveness of penitentiary
practice of thattime are commented on. Conclusions: itis summarized that criminal
punishment at each phase of its development in our country clearly reflects not
only a socio-economic way of life, but also a current cultural and spiritual and
moral level of Russian society; therefore, criminal punishment is a phenomenon
reflecting socio-cultural processes at a certain stage of social development.

Keywords: criminal punishment; history of Russian criminal law; criminal
legislation; penology; evolution of punishment; penitentiary system; doctrine of
criminal punishment.
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Introduction

The criminal law policy of Peter the Great,
while maintaining its former orientation towards
intimidation (as it is stated in the decree of No-
vember 17, 1718 “and for greater fear, gallows
should be erected on noble roads”), became
more utilitarian; convicts began to be involved
in labor everywhere. For example, the decree
of Peter the Great of February 13, 1719 “On
sending guilty women and girls who are subject
to the death penalty to the spinning yard” pre-
scribes the following: “guilty women and girls
who are subject to the death penalty ... should
be sent to a certain spinning yard”. Such types
of criminal punishment as exile and penal ser-
vitude (exile to work in mines and manufacto-
ries forever or for a certain period of time and
to work on the construction of harbors and
fortresses) began to be intensively applied. In
the Petrine era, Russian convicts were actively
engaged in the construction of Saint Peters-
burg. Gradual spread of exile, penal servitude
and isolation from society (arrest by a profes-
sional (executioner), “keeping under guard”,
etc.) reinforced the component of private pre-
vention in criminal punishment. At the same
time, the legislation of that time reflected the
Orthodox idea of retribution. For example, Ar-
ticle 154 of the 1715 Military Code stipulates
that “whoever, voluntarily or intentionally, with-
out need and without mortal fear, kills some-
one, their blood shall be avenged, and the
head of a murderer shall be cut off without any
mercy”.

Along with the widespread use of a death
penalty (it was provided for in 122 articles of
military codes of Peter the Great [1, p. 191] and
characterized by multiple variations (arquebus-
ier — shooting became an absolutely new type
of punishment and was performed, as a rule,
in public), painful and self-mutilating corporal
punishments, criminal punishments associ-
ated with the loss of rights (in particular, such

an analogue of civil death as defamation (de-
privation of civil rights, which was preceded by
the breaking of a sword over a person’s head or
by nailing a board with the name of the crimi-
nal to gallows), which were used as both basic
and additional punishments. A characteristic
feature of the punitive practice of the time of
Peter the Great was the bringing of civil officers
to legal liability without any legislative grounds
for this under the 1702 Code of Conduct of Field
Marshal B.P. Sherem’etev, the 1706 Military
Code, the 1706 Charter of Former Years, the
1715 Military Article, the 1716 Military Regula-
tions and the 1720 Naval Charter), which were
to be used only by specialized military courts
(kriegsrechts, etc.) and only in relation to mili-
tary personnel.

Though the 1716 Military Code of Peter the
Great stipulated decimation (execution of ev-
ery tenth guilty person by lot used in the an-
cient Roman army) for witchcraft (sorcery), it
contained progressive norms on the alternative
nature of criminal punishments and their classi-
fication. So, they were divided into five classes:
light honor violations, severe honor violations,
ordinary corporal punishment, severe corporal
punishment, and death penalties. It is notewor-
thy that this law established such a measure as
asking for forgiveness, the essence of which
was that the court imposed on the offender the
obligation to publicly admit guilt and ask for for-
giveness from the victim.

An important step towards development of
the criminal liability institution was the official
consolidation of the rule that ignorance of the
law does not exempt from liability (Nemo igno-
rantia iuris recusare potest), which was initially
addressed to judges, butin practice was quickly
extended to the entire population: “so that in the
future no one would be dissuaded by ignorance
of state statutes”. Under Peter the Great, secu-
lar punishments were supplemented by eccle-
siastical punishments, in particular the 1721
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Ecclesiastical Regulations. Archbishop Feofan
(Prokopovich) was punished with anathema,
the highest form of expulsion from the bosom
of the Orthodox Church (excommunication). As
is known, Hetman |.S. Mazepa was anathema-
tized in 1708 for high treason.

The repressiveness of criminal punishments
of the Petrine era is largely associated with the
desire of the supreme power to ensure the im-
plementation of fundamental, large-scale and
unprecedented transformations of the entire
socio-political life at that time. These novels
contradicted old habits, foundations and tra-
ditions of society and were unwelcome by the
society. On the other hand, the tightening of
criminal penalties was in itself an element of
reform and part of Peter’s innovations aimed at
consolidating and mobilizing social forces for a
powerful socio-economic and cultural break-
through achieved by Russia at the cost of great
efforts of society and the state in the first quar-
ter of the XVIII century.

Criminal punishment during the reign of Em-
press Anna, Empress Elizabeth and Empress
Catherine the Great

In the second quarter of the XVIII century,
the state policy in the penitentiary area was
not focused on humanization. On the contrary,
during the reign of Empress Anna, repressive
measures were strengthened. Empress Eliza-
beth had an extremely negative attitude to-
wards capital punishment, introduced a special
procedure for imposing a death penalty (the
requirement of mandatory “highest confirma-
tion” of all death sentences and political death),
and did not sign a single death sentence sub-
mitted to the Governing Senate. However, in
practice, the established procedure was by-
passed without any significant consequences
and the death penalty was often applied, most
often in the Baltic provinces and in the Zaporo-
zhian Sich on the basis of the customary law
of the Little Russian Cossacks [2, p. 138]. Be-
sides, the execution of criminal punishment in
the form of whipping drove many convicts to a
painful death. Despite the empress’ negative
attitude towards the death penalty, the 1754
draft Criminal Code stipulated the death pen-
alty for many crimes and in case of aggravat-
ing circumstances to “tear a person into five

2025, vol.

pieces by five harnessed horses” for insulting
aroyal person and to “hang by ribs” for robbery
involving murder, etc.) [3, p. 28]. Although this
long-prepared draft was approved in the Sen-
ate, it was not backed by Empress Elizabeth;
however, legislative work on the preparation of
a new code was continued during the reign of
Catherinelll.

Aninstruction for the Legislative Commission
worked out by Catherine |l reflected principles
of the enlightened absolutism policy and was
based on the French collection “Encyclopedia,
or explanatory dictionary of sciences, arts and
crafts”, works of C. Beccaria “On crimes and
punishments” and S. Montesquieu “The spirit
of the laws” (Catherine Il called it her “prayer
book”). The instruction contained contradictory
views on a death penalty. For example, articles
209-212 deny benefits and the necessity of a
death penalty in case of “an ordinary state of
society”, while Article 79 states that “a citizen is
worthy of death when he/she violated security
even before he had killed someone or tried to do
it”. An accurate interpretation of the latter pro-
vision allowed N.P. Zagoskin to draw a correct
conclusion that “Catherine, seeing in the death
penalty “some medicine for a sick society”, was
inclined to use it not only for murder, but also
for attempted murder” [4, pp. 83-84]. The 1782
Statute of the Deanery developed during the
reign of Catherine Il established a closed list of
punishments applied by police authorities (im-
prisonment in a workhouse, fine, censure, etc.),
which, according to the authors of this statute,
were supposed to educate and form high moral
qualities in members of the society.

During the reign of Empress Catherine, hu-
manization of the domestic policy was only
formally expressed in official declarations and
imperial philosophical and legal arguments,
notations and “orders”. Penitentiary practice
remained conservative and stagnant. In some
cases, the empress was very repressive. The
Decree of August 22, 1767 “On peasants being
obedient to landlords and on not giving peti-
tions to Her Majesty” forbade serfs to complain
about their owners under threat of criminal pun-
ishment. The decree of January 17, 1765 “On
the admission of serfs by the Admiralty Board
and imposing hard labor on them” endowed
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the Russian nobles with the right to send serfs
“deserving just punishment due to their forward
behavior” to hard labor. As L.R. Safin correctly
writes, it was the strictest punishment of those
that could be provided to landlords in the era of
serfdom in Russia [5, p. 146].

Criminal punishment in Russia in the XIX cen-
tury and in the pre-revolutionary period

Attempts to draw public attention to the need
to reform, update and improve the practice of
executing criminal sentences were made by in-
dividual prominent personalities, including the
English prison reformer, lawyer, physician and
philanthropist D. Howard, who died in Russia
in Kherson and was honored with the following
epitaph on the obelisk “Alios salvos fecit. Vixit
propter alios” (“Made others healthy. Lived for
others”). In 1819, another English philanthropist,
W. Venning, who had been studying the state
of Russian prisons for two years, submitted a
note to Alexander | on improving conditions of
detention in them and founded the Prison Trust
Society in Russia. Not only Alexander | and oth-
er Russian monarchs were interested in peni-
tentiary institutions in the traditions of Russian
Christian charity. “On state, religious and family
holidays (for example, the emperor’s birthday),
Russian sovereigns and dignitaries visited pris-
ons, listened to prisoners’ complaints, provided
them with financial assistance, and sometimes
released prisoners” [6, p. 19].

Since the beginning of the XIX century, the
Russian authorities had taken decisive steps
towards the codification and systematiza-
tion of criminal legislation: in 1801, Alexander
| supervised the Law Drafting Commission. In
1826, Nicholas | transformed it into the Second
Branch of His Imperial Majesty’s Own Chan-
cellery. Its long and painstaking work under
the leadership of M.A. Balug’yanskii and M.M.
Speranskii resulted in the Complete Collection
of Laws of the Russian Empire and the Code of
Laws of the Russian Empire. Volume XV of the
Code of Laws of the Russian Empire contained
criminal law norms divided into two parts — Gen-
eral and Special. The code included the 1832
Statute on the Prevention and Suppression of
Crimes, which entered into force on January
1, 1835. It is important and interesting primar-
ily for criminologists and penologists, because

crime prevention activities were for the first
time systematically consolidated at the legisla-
tive level (the statute, in particular, provided for
crime prevention measures, such as prohibition
of residence in capitals and other places, police
supervision and expelling foreigners abroad).
The 1831 Instruction to the Caretaker of the
Provincial Prison Castle is also of penological
interest, since it formulated the goals of peni-
tentiary activity: “so that, upon returning to the
society, they will become useful to themselves
and their families, try to correct and get used to
working” (Art. 237).

After the publication of the Code of Laws of
the Russian Empire, the Code on Criminal and
Correctional Punishments was developed. After
being considered by the State Council, it was
approved by Nicholas | on August 15, 1845 and
putinto effect on May 1, 1846. This code is con-
sidered the first Russian criminal code, since all
previous legislative acts combined norms of
various branches of law. Despite careful elabo-
ration of the issues of punishment, it had a num-
ber of drawbacks: first, Article 90 “Definition of
punishment in general” did not present a defi-
nition of criminal punishment; second, at the
same time, the 1857 Statute on Exiles, the 1864
Statute on Punishments imposed by Justices of
the Peace, the 1868 Military Statute on Punish-
ments, the 1870 Naval Statute on Punishments
and other laws were in force in Russia, which
also contained lists of punishments imposed
by the courts; third, the system of criminal pen-
alties presented in the code, which consisted
of 12 sections, 81 chapters, 98 branches and
2,224 articles, was too voluminous, complicat-
ed and difficult to apply (N.D. Sergeevskii drew
attention to this disadvantage more than once
[7, p. 877]); fourth, there persisted inequality
in criminal punishment (in particular, nobles,
merchants and other privileged classes were
exempt from corporal punishment); fifth, this
code allowed the use of criminal punishment
by analogy if there were gaps in the sanctions.
The main advantage of this codification, in our
opinion, is that its authors sought to implement
a complex penitentiary task — to measure and
correlate the content of criminal penalties not
only with the degree of public danger of the
crime, but also with its nature.
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The Code divided punishments into criminal
(death penalty, exile to Siberia, etc.) and correc-
tional (reprimand in the presence of the court,
remarks and admonition on the part of the court
or government, short-term arrest, etc.). In our
opinion, it demonstrates the Russian legisla-
tor’s desire to strengthen a correctional func-
tion of criminal punishment. This is how to
ensure the principle of punishment individual-
ization (this intention is reflected in the very title
of the code). The system of punishments was
presented in a hierarchical form: from the most
severe to the least severe. Most punishments
were accompanied by the deprivation of all
rights of the state (estate (both non-noble and
taxed estates), civil and political rights) and the
deprivation of all special rights and advantages
(honorary and noble titles, ranks, insignia, the
right to enter the service, etc.).

The judicial reforms of Alexander Il, ap-
proved in 1864 and carried out in 1866-1899,
led to an updated version in 1866 (preceded by
the 1857 edition) of the Code on Criminal and
Correctional Punishments. As a result, class
distinctions were mitigated, although the class
principle itself was not abolished. The year of
1863 witnessed the abolishment of corporal
punishment was officially abolished as a form
of criminal punishment (in practice, especially
in relation to exiles, including women (caning
of a female prisoner led to mass suicides at the
Kariya penal servitude in 1889), they were used
until the beginning of the XX century) and the
stigmatization of convicts to hard labor (tear-
ing criminals’ nostrils was abolished much ear-
lier — in 1817). In 1885, the system of criminal
penalties was liberalized to a certain extent.
Thus, public execution of the death penalty was
abolished, and imprisonment in workers’ and
straitjackets was excluded from the text of the
code, instead of which ordinary imprisonment
was used.

Changes in criminal legislation in the middle
and the end of the XIX century contributed to
the increase in the social and legal role of pris-
on institutions, as well as to the promotion of
the institution of exile, which had been previ-
ously used on a much smaller scale (especially
in relation to political (state) criminals). N.M.
Yadrintsev in his famous work “The Russian
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community in prison and exile” dwelt on the
colonization and correctional significance of
Russian exile, stating that “it has not achieved
its intended goal to colonize Siberia. Settlers
are not only not the predominant part of the
Siberian population, but, on the contrary, con-
stitute the smallest and rapidly dying part of it”
[8, p. 600], and also gave a low assessment of
the preventive role of exile. While agreeing with
his opinion on the colonization aspects of ex-
ile in Russia, we cannot accept his point of view
on the purpose of private prevention in exile as
correct and justified. In this respect, it is similar
to imprisonment, since exile not only deprives
a person of an objective opportunity to commit
criminal acts, but also gives him/her time for
correction and reassessment of his/her life ide-
als and values. In Russia in the XIX century, a
system similar to the Irish (Crofton) system was
implemented. Those exiled to penal servitude
were divided into the category of subjects and
the category of those being reformed, i.e. those
who, thanks to good behavior and the desire
to improve after a certain time, were endowed
with various benefits and advantages, such
as the right to receive a salary, to live outside
the prison, to build a house on a factory land,
to marry, to receive in-kind benefits (inventory,
tools, seeds, etc.) for household management,
to move after penal servitude into the category
of exiled settlers.

Under the 1900 law, the division of exile to
Siberia and exile to Transcaucasia (for heretics,
schismatics, sectarians, etc.), as well as “exile
to the settlement in the most remote places of
Siberia” and “exile to the settlement in places
of Siberia not so remote”, was abolished. The
Criminal Code of March 22, 1903 contains pe-
nal servitude and banishment for settlement as
atype of exile thatis not divided into degrees. In
general, the system of criminal penalties in this
legislative code of the turn of the XIX-XX centu-
ries was significantly simplified; its framework
consisted of only three categories of punish-
ments: main, additional and substitutive, and
only eight types comprised the closed list of
criminal punishments. The categories of crimi-
nally punishable acts (grave crimes, crimes and
misdemeanors) were constructed depending
on the severity of the penalties provided for
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them, and the differences between criminal and
correctional punishments were leveled by the
legislator. Though Article 1 of the latter codified
criminal law collection of the Russian Empire
had a definition of crime, it contained neither
a concept of criminal punishment, nor its pur-
pose. Nevertheless, many Russian research-
ers note a high scientific and theoretical sig-
nificance of the 1903 Criminal Code, which had
been worked out for more than 20 years. Promi-
nent legal scholars of that time N.A. Neklyudov,
N.D. Sergeevskii, N.S. Tagantsev, l.Ya. Foinitskii
took part in its drafting. N.D. Sergeevskii’s
made critical comments on it in a letter to the
special editorial commission established in
1881 by Alexander lll. He believed, the peniten-
tiary system “remained only on paper in current
law, but in real life led to complete decomposi-
tion and even demoralization of criminal justice,
precisely because of the discrepancy between
a complex system and the monotony and scar-
city of available resources in society” [9, p. 371].

Nicholas Il, who intended to reform the pe-
nal system, refused to enact the 1903 Crimi-
nal Code in full and introduced its individual
chapters and articles. The events of the 1905
Revolution mediated the publication of the De-
cree of December 2, 1905, which tightened re-
sponsibility for participation in strikes at enter-
prises of national importance. The onset of the
First World War in 1914 required introduction
of amendments to criminal legislation aimed
at tightening criminal penalties for a number of
crimes, the public danger of which increased
due to Russia’s entry into the war (for example,
the Decree of January 12, 1915 increased the
punishment for desertion, unauthorized ab-
sence and evasion from military service).

Amendments to criminal legislation intro-
duced by the Provisional Government during
the February Revolution of 1917 were charac-
terized by haste, inconsistency and thought-
lessness. For example, it declared an amnesty,
but six months later the amnestied had to be re-
turned to places of detention; the death penalty
was abolished, but three months later it was re-
stored because of anti-government protests in
Petrograd and the deterioration of the situation
at the front in July 1917.

Criminal punishment during the time of the
young Soviet Republic

The 1917 October Revolution led to the total
dismantling of the former social structure and
state apparatus and elevated Marxism to the
rank of the dominant ideology in our country,
the revision of conceptual foundations of crimi-
nal policy, including changes in views on the
essence, social purpose and goals of criminal
punishment. In the early years of Soviet power,
criminal liability for crimes was established by
separate decrees, resolutions and instructions,
which were based on the ideas of revolutionary
violence and the dictatorship of the proletariat
and had a pronounced class character. Thus,
the Instruction of the People’s Commissariat
of Justice of the RSFSR “On the revolutionary
tribunal, its composition, the cases subject to
its jurisdiction, the punishments imposed by it,
and the procedure for conducting its meetings”
adopted on December 19, 1917 established an
exhaustive list of 8 types of punishments, which
included “sequestration or confiscation (partial
or total) of the perpetrator’s property”, ““decla-
ration of public censure” and “declaration of the
culprit as an enemy of the people”. The Decree
of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
RSFSR of July 22, 1918 “On speculation” es-
tablished a sanction for speculation, providing
for imprisonment combined with forced labor
and confiscation of the perpetrator’s property.
Decrees on the court of the Central Executive
Committee and the Council of People’s Com-
missars of the RSFSR No. 1 of November 24,
1917 and No. 2 of March 7, 1918 allowed the ap-
plication of legal norms of the criminal codes
of 1845 and 1903 and other pre-revolutionary
legislation “insofar as they were not abolished
by the revolution and do not contradict the
revolutionary conscience and revolutionary le-
gal awareness” (a complete ban on the use of
pre-revolutionary law was fixed in Note 22 of
the Regulations of the Central Executive Com-
mittee on the People’s Court of the RSFSR of
November 30, 1918), which suggests that there
is continuity between Soviet criminal legislation
and pre-revolutionary legislation. Our conclu-
sion confirms the content of the Soviet Criminal
Code of 1918, which was not applied in prac-
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tice, known as the “Code of Laws of the Russian
Revolution. Part 5. The Criminal Code. 1918
Edition” and developed by the People’s Com-
missariat of Justice of the RSFSR on the basis
of the Criminal Code of 1903. We have identi-
fied a genetic link between norms of this legal
monument and the criminal law of the Russian
Empire, including in approaches to criminal
punishment.

Despite the borrowing of some legal struc-
tures from the laws of tsarist times, the socialist
state in the penitentiary sphere sought to break
doctrinal ties with the classical idea of retalia-
tion and the model of intimidation, as well as to
update, diversify the range of ways and means
of criminal legal influence on delinquents. In
practice, this focus was expressed in the use of
new and updated legal measures, such as pub-
lic censure, depriving public trust, declaring an
enemy of the revolution or the people, banning
from holding office, prohibiting from speaking
at meetings, movement from capitals, certain
localities or borders of the Russian Repubilic,
announcement of a reprimand or remark by
the court, etc. We fully share the opinion of R.B.
Osokin and M.V. Denisenko that these punish-
ments “are very interesting from the point of
view of social reality, attracting and rallying citi-
zens, and showing collective will towards one
citizen who has violated the law” [10, p. 52]. In
our opinion, the introduction by the Soviet gov-
ernment of a system of widespread public in-
volvement in the treatment of offenders (includ-
ing introduction of friendly courts, party courts,
courts of honor, rural public courts, bail prac-
tices, etc.) can be recognized as a solution that
contributed to the liberalization and democrati-
zation of crime prevention.

The focus of the new criminal policy course,
first of all, on the prevention of criminal behav-
ior and the individualization of criminal law mea-
sures with consistent disregard for the ideas of
retribution and atonement is clearly expressed
in the Guidelines on Criminal Law of the RSFSR
of December 12, 1919, which in the list of “exem-
plary” punishments contained a large number
of alternative, unrelated to isolation from soci-
ety, measures of influence, such as admonition,
boycott, deprivation of political rights and out-
lawry. According to Article 10, “punishment is
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not retribution for “guilt”, is not atonement for
guilt”. This normative legal act is also interest-
ing because, for the first time in the history of
Russian criminal law, it gave a legal definition
of criminal punishment as such “punishment is
those coercive measures by which the govern-
ment ensures the order of public relations from
violators (criminals)” and presented its task as
“protection of public order from a person who
has committed a crime or attempted to commit
such a crime and from future possible crimes of
both this person and other persons”.

Some Russian researchers believe that in
1918-1920, the task of eliminating or isolating
representatives of the exploiting classes from
society was put at the forefront of criminal law
practice. V.S. Egorov, mentioning the Decree of
the Council of People’s Commissars of the RS-
FSR “On the red terror” of September 5, 1918
and the Instructions to the emergency com-
missions at the local level of December 1, 1918,
writes in support of this position, “A new type
of punishment is being introduced - isolation
in concentration camps. The death penalty is
actively used - according to some data, 9,641
people were executed during the period from
1918 to 1919” [11, pp. 24-25]. However, accord-
ing to criminal law statistics, the most common
type of criminal punishment during this period
was a fine [12, p. 49], and People’s Judge N.K.
Lomakin, who was working at the same time,
recalled, “When we first handed out a suspend-
ed sentence, the whole audience reacted to it
with some kind of joyful sympathy.... In general,
I must say that our first sentences were very
humane. We often passed public censure and
imposed small fines; | don’t remember any-
one being sentenced to more than two years in
prison” [13, p. 25]. Moreover, the tendency to
humanize criminal repression persisted in sub-
sequent years. Analyzing criminal sentencing in
1922, Ya.N. Brandenburgskii provided the fol-
lowing statistical information, “Both before and
after the introduction of the Criminal Code, 75
out of 100 defendants were convicted and 25
acquitted” [14, p. 337].

We also cannot agree with the point of view
of P.E. Suslonov that “the very concept of pun-
ishment has been rethought by the new gov-
ernment... Punishment is a defensive measure
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to protect the social order, a measure of social
protection (“Guidelines on Criminal Law of the
RSFSR”, 1919). Although the idea of correc-
tion is declared, logically it does not fit into the
scheme of this concept” [15, p. 8]. The Guide-
lines on Criminal Law of the RSFSR of Decem-
ber 12, 1919 has no mention of a “measure of
social protection” (this construct will be added
to punishment later), it refers to punishment
in its traditional meaning and not as a “defen-
sive measure to protect the social order”, but
as a measure of coercive influence, the task
of which is to protect public order from crimi-
nals; the idea of correction (“adaptation to this
social order”), declared in it and provided for in
the plan of implementation, logically fits into its
concept.

The position that “crime in a class society is
caused by the way of social relations in which
the criminal lives” is based on Communist ideas
about variability — the dependence of the indi-
vidual on social conditions of life, which in the
Marxist doctrine is a prerequisite for its correc-
tion. The personality of a criminal was consid-
ered by Marxists as a victim of external circum-
stances. We emphasize that they were sincerely
convinced of the possibility of correcting crimi-
nals. Principles of the correctability of criminals
and the subordination of criminal punishment to
the goal of re-education became basic in their
penological concept.

In the Marxist penal model, great impor-
tance is attached to labor as a means of correc-
tion. Emphasizing the importance of labor as a
means of correction, K. Marx wrote, “Workers
do not want... that criminal offenders should
be treated like cattle and especially that they
should be deprived of the only means of correc-
tion — productive labor” [16, p. 34]. The Criminal
Code of the RSFSR of May 26, 1922 contained
criminal punishment in the form of forced la-
bor without detention and the requirement that
“deprivation of liberty must be combined with
work. Types of places of deprivation of liberty in
Article 34 indicated the role of labor in the cor-
rection of convicts (correctional labor houses,
labor agricultural and craft colonies, transition-
al correctional houses)”. This code, along with
criminal punishment, enumerates “other social
protection measures”, such as placement in an

institution for the mentally or morally disabled,
compulsory medical treatment, prohibition to
hold a particular position or engage in a par-
ticular activity or trade).

In 1922, the term “social protection mea-
sures” was used along with the term “punish-
ment” (here we agree with A.N. Trainin that
“the first Criminal Code is not very attentive to
words. Its terminology is ... unrestrained; the
law says something about “punishment and
other social protection measures” (Chapter 1V),
then even about “punishment” as opposed to
“social protection measures” [17, p. 40]). Ac-
cording to E.G. Shirvindt and B.S. Utevskii, “So-
viet law sees punishment not as a penalty, not
as retribution, but only as a measure of social
protection against acts directed against the
proletarian state or harmful to socialism” [18,
p. 20]. This concept (the first attempt to con-
solidate social protection measures along with
punishment in criminal legislation was made by
C. Stooss in 1893 in the draft Criminal Code
of Switzerland, before that F. Turati proposed
G. Zanardelli to reflect them in the 1889 Italian
Criminal Code (The Zanardelli Code), but he did
not incorporate them) was taken from the works
of E. Garson, A. Prince and the Marxist E. Ferri.
E. Ferri considered social protection not only as
the protection of society from crime (especially
from crimes of “mentally ill criminals” and “crim-
inals by birth”), but also protection from criminal
acts on the part of the ruling classes, as well as
developed a synthetic positivist criminological
model based on the unification of doctrines of
“public defense” and “class defense”.

Among the goals of punishment and oth-
er social protection measures outlined in the
Criminal Code of the RSFSR of May 26, 1922,
special attention should be paid to such a goal
as adapting the offender to conditions of the
dormitory by means of correctional labor. So,
the legislator intended to use the resocializa-
tion resource of criminal punishment, integrate
and adapt convicts to life in a socialist society,
the society of working people. The Fundamen-
tals of Criminal Legislation of the USSR and the
Union Republics of October 31, 1924 lack this
goal is (it is reproduced in the Correctional La-
bor Code of the RSFSR of October 16, 1924 as
one of the goals of establishing correctional
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labor institutions), as well as the very concept
of punishment. They present social protection
measures for preventing crimes and depriving
socially dangerous elements of the opportunity
to commit new crimes and correctional labor ef-
fects on convicts. At the same time, itis empha-
sized that “criminal legislation of the USSR and
the Union Republics does not set itself the tasks
of retribution and punishment”. Social protec-
tion measures were divided into measures of
a judicial and correctional nature, measures of
a medical nature, and measures of a medical
and pedagogical nature. In fact, the first group
consisted of criminal penalties named in a new
way. Medical measures included compulsory
treatment and placement in medical isolation
facilities, while medical and pedagogical mea-
sures included the transfer of minors in care of
parents, relatives or other persons, institutions
and organizations and their placement in spe-
cial institutions.

The abolition of criminal punishment and
its replacement with “social protection mea-
sures” is a category of positivist criminologi-
cal concepts that deny basic ideas of the clas-
sical school of criminal law. The principles of
freedom of will and guilt made it possible to
legalize objective imputation in the Funda-
mentals of Criminal Legislation of the USSR
and the Union Republics of October 31, 1924.
Resettlement from the borders of the Union
Republic or from the borders of a particular
locality is appointed by the courts in respect
of persons recognized as socially dangerous
due to their criminal activities or in connection
with the criminal environment in the area. This
measure can be applied by the courts to per-
sons who regardless whether they are acquit-
ted or found guilty are recognized as socially
dangerous.

The Criminal Code of the RSFSR of Novem-
ber 22, 1926 also contained norms on objective
imputation that violated the principle of “Nemo
punitur pro alieno delicto” (no one is punished
for another person’s crime). On July 20, 1934, it
was amended as follows: in the event of a ser-
viceman’s escape or flight abroad, “the rest of
adult family members of the traitor, who lived
with him/her at the time of the crime commis-
sion are subject to disenfranchisement and
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exile to remote areas of Siberia for five years”.
In 1934, another amendment was made to the
code. So, in the resolutions of the Central Elec-
tion Commission and the Council of People’s
Commissars of the USSR (starting with the res-
olution of June 8, 1934), the term “punishment”
is used instead of the term “social protection
measure of a judicial and correctional nature”,
indicating the return of the Soviet legislator to
this concept. Then Article 3 of the USSR Law of
August 16, 1938 “On the judicial system of the
USSR, the union and autonomous republics”
fixed that “the Soviet court, applying criminal
penalties, not only punishes criminals”, empha-
sizing doctrinal “rehabilitation” and an appeal to
the penological concept of retribution (punish-
ment).

As N.V. Azarenok correctly notes [19, p. 51],
the Criminal Code of the RSFSR of November
22, 1926 was many times amended, the institu-
tion of criminal punishment was reconsidered.
So, after the Great Patriotic War, the legislator
made amendments to the code, aptly charac-
terized by AV. Naumov as such: “the limits of
punishment were set depending on the object
of crimes against property. Punishment for
crimes against state property was the most se-
vere, for crimes against public property — less
severe, and against personal property — the
least severe” [20, p. 124].

The Criminal Code of the RSFSR of October
27, 1960 also did not contain an official defini-
tion of criminal punishment. However, Article 20
revealed the approach of the Soviet legislator
to it: “punishment is not only a penalty for the
crime committed, butitis also aimed at correct-
ing and re-educating convicts in the spirit of an
honest attitude to work, strict enforcement of
laws, and respect for the rules of the socialist
community, as well as preventing new crimes”.
This provision fully coincided with the wording
contained in Article 20 of the Fundamentals of
Criminal Legislation of the USSR and the Union
Republics of December 25, 1958 and Article
1 of the Correctional Labor Code of the RS-
FSR of December 18, 1970, in particular, “and
also contributed to the eradication of crime”.
In our opinion, such a high goal — the belief in
the achievability of which was inherent in that
historical era — should have been fixed not in
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correctional labor, but in the Soviet criminal
law.

Conclusion

So, Russian historical experience shows that
the goals, ideological foundations and content
of criminal punishment changed both with the
pace of social dynamics, which varied at differ-
ent times, and due to structural changes within
the political and legal system of our state, while
maintaining a certain national identity and rela-
tive continuity. In the XIX—XX centuries, crimi-
nological and criminal law theories and philo-
sophical and political teachings, especially
Marxism, began to influence these changes. In
certain historical periods, criminal punishment
was used as a means of social, ideological and
domestic political struggle, whereas its immu-
table socio-legal purpose is to confront crime
and protect society from various manifesta-
tions of the criminal phenomenon.

Aggravation of the criminal situation in society
at any stage of its development acts as a cata-
lyst for the activity of state authorities to improve
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Abstract

Introduction: the need to develop the institution of resocialization is due to high
rates of recidivism over a sufficient period of time. It should be recognized that do-
mestic scientists did not conduct enough criminological and penitentiary studies
on re-socialization of recidivists in the twentieth century. A person who finds him/
herself in isolation experiences certain changes and loses previously established
social ties. When released, he/she often faces serious problems with adaptation
to life. In this regard, increasing effectiveness of resocialization will gradually re-
duce recidivism. Purpose: to study theoretical foundations of re-socialization and
to develop effective ways of re-socialization of recidivists. Methods: new and tra-
ditional methods of social sciences and humanities are used: analysis, synthesis,
analogy, comparison, abstraction, induction, deduction, observation, modeling,
experiment. Results: further development of this scientific topic will provide new
results useful in terms of their practical use and strengthen the sphere of preven-
tion of criminal behavior, especially prevention of recidivism. Conclusion: theoret-
ical provisions on resocialization of convicts are defined. Itis proposed to improve
the system of resocialization of persons, regardless of whether they have com-
mitted a crime for the first time or repeatedly at all stages of serving a sentence.
In relation to criminals who have been sentenced to imprisonment, high-quality
psychological assistance should be provided, preparing them for release from
penitentiary institutions. Special attention should be paid to the creation of such
programs in correctional facilities.
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Oty

Introduction

Resocialization of people who have com-
mitted repeat crimes deserves close attention.
This issue is a breakthrough for Russian and
world science, it has great significance, requir-
ing scientific research based on empirical ma-
terial. Such persons pose a great public danger,
since previous attempts to correct them have
not become successful. Such persons have a

© Golubovskii V.Yu., 2025

negative impact on society, introducing it to a
criminal lifestyle. It is obvious that recidivists
are the most deviant members of society. They
are immersed in criminal culture very deeply
and can no longer imagine their existence with-
out it, they do not know how, cannot or do not
want to live within the law.

As lLYa. Kozachenko correctly notes, “most
often, recidivist crimes are committed by
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people who have previously served their sen-
tences in the form of imprisonment; recidivists
with three or more criminal records commit re-
peated crimes twice and more often than those
criminals who have only one or two criminal
records” [1, p. 168]. These data give reason to
pay increased attention to persons who have
served a sentence of imprisonment.

Penitentiary institutions act as the last link
in the chain of other state bodies whose task is
to develop strategies to ensure security in the
field of combating crime. Of the total number
of persons identified as having committed a
crime, only a certain part is sent by court ver-
dict to institutions executing punishment.

It should be recognized that the current leg-
islation is quite humane in relation to persons
who have committed crimes on a professional
basis (repeat offenders) [2, p. 96]. The ideol-
ogy of consumption formed in society creates a
spiritual prerequisite for crime, highlighting the
needs of a material nature and their satisfaction
in a criminal way [3, p. 9].

In theory and practice, positive aspects of
deprivation of liberty as a punishment have
been well studied: impact on convicts, effec-
tiveness of its use for general and special pre-
vention, and isolation of convicts from previous
criminal ties. At the same time, the practice of
execution of punishment and its long-term sci-
entific analysis have established a number of
negative properties of deprivation of liberty as
a type of punishment and limited possibilities of
this type of punishment in correcting convicts
to overcome life difficulties. Some disadvan-
tages of imprisonment as a type of punishment
lead to a relatively low effectiveness of this type
of punishment [4].

In addition to insufficient effectiveness, this
type of punishment, with its high proportion
among other types of punishment, causes or-
ganizational difficulties in the work of a correc-
tional institution of the penal system related to
the placement of convicts, material and house-
hold, medical care, conditions of detention,
employment, general and vocational training.

The topic under study is touched upon to one
degree or another in works of domestic scien-
tists, in particular V.I. Avdiiskii, Yu.M. Antonyan,
Z.A. Astemirova, O.R. Afanas’eva, M.M. Babaeyv,
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L.I. Belyaeva, T.A. Bogolyubova, L.A. Bukalero-
va, A.N. Varygin, N.I. Vetrov, N.V. Gavrilova, M.V.
Goncharova, A.l. Dolgova, A.N. II'yashenko,
O.S. Kapinus, E.V. Kunts, V.V. Luneev, V.D. Mal-
kov, V.P. Revin, V.Ya. Rybal'skaya, O.V. Starkov,
V.l. Shiyan, V.I. Shul’ga, V.E. Eminov and others.

At the same time, there is a shortage of em-
pirical studies onthe problem from the inside,
and the modern concept of resocialization of
recidivists has not been formulated yet.

Research

Resocialization of persons who have com-
mitted repeat crimes is a multidimensional work
at various levels of society.

Reeducation and resocialization of offend-
ers cannot be carried out only with the help of
criminal legislation and criminal justice [5, p.
22]. As noted in sociological research, second-
ary socialization is understood as occurring
throughout an individual’s life in connection
with changes in his attitudes, goals, norms and
values of life; the process of adapting a deviant
individual to life without acute conflicts [6].

Both the current legislation and the programs
being developed for resocialization of convicts
proceed from the fact that the commission of
a crime is a consequence of unfavorable living
conditions and insufficient development of a
particular delinquent.

To date, there are programs and institutions
for resocialization of such categories of crimi-
nals, for example, administrative supervision
institution. Some scientists believe that preven-
tive administrative supervision should be sim-
plified from the point of view of procedure, the
scope of discretion for competent employees
performing supervision — expanded, the use of
technical means in this area — increased, and
special databases on criminals — created [7, p.
18].

As is known, the total number of convicts
in Russian correctional facilities has been re-
cently decreasing steadily [8, p. 32]. In 2003,
1,236,733 people who committed crimes were
identified, of whom 301,998 (24.4%) [9] had
previously committed socially dangerous acts.
In 2023, the proportion of previously prosecut-
ed persons in the total number of persons iden-
tified for committing crimes was 59% (439,504
out of 750,465 people) [10].
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The recidivism rate has remained consistent-
ly high over the past few years. For example, in
2022, 483,683 of 818,986 persons identified by
the internal affairs bodies (59%) had previously
committed crimes [11], and in 2021 — 493,813
of 848,320 people (58%) [12].

According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
in 2023, a total of 1,947,161 crimes were regis-
tered, 997,689 of them were solved, and only
750,465 offenders were identified. However,
it should be taken into account that one crime
can be committed not by one person, but by
several [10].

In 2024, 1911,300 crimes were registered, or
1.8% less than in the same period of the previ-
ous year [13]. Here we can talk about both an
increase and a consistently high percentage of
the analyzed indicators. Repeat offenders are
still the most numerous category of criminals.

What should the crime counteraction strat-
egy of law enforcement agencies and peniten-
tiary institutions be?

O. Zatelepin notes that, despite the com-
plication of the criminal situation, since 2007
there has been a steady downward trend in
the number of cases proceeding to the court.
In 2007, 1.2 million cases were submitted to
the court, while in 2023 - 720 thousand cases.
That is, in almost a relatively short period of
time, the number of cases coming to the courts
has almost halved. Accordingly, the number of
convicted persons decreases [14]. Every fifth
defendant left the courtroom without obtain-
ing a criminal record. The criminal prosecution
against 94,000 people was terminated by the
court. In the first 9 months of 2024, the number
of cases considered by the courts in criminal
proceedings decreased by 8.3% and amounted
to about 495 thousand cases against 499 thou-
sand persons, of which 399 thousand persons
were convicted (or 79.9%) [15]. Correctional of-
ficers, to a greater extent than before, should
think about the question of what corrective
measures should be applied to which groups,
convicts and for what purpose, as well as what
methods of work are the most effective and for
which categories of convicts they are effective.

In recent years, there has been a tendency
to decrease the number of people sentenced
to probation due to the emergence of non-

custodial punishments. Previously, there were
no such types of punishments as compulsory
labor (appeared in 2005) and restriction of
freedom (in 2010). In 2017, forced labor was in-
troduced and was applied to 600 persons that
year, and in 2023 - already against 15 thousand
people [16]. So, it is the “youngest” criminal
punishment, which joined the list of the Russian
system of criminal penalties [17, p. 44]. Non-
custodial penalties are also applied. The total
number of persons to whom the courts impose
these punishments is significant (in 2023, 225
thousand people or 38%) [16].

The Concept for the Development of the Pe-
nal System of the Russian Federation for the
Period up to 2030 determines the need to con-
solidate the institution of probation at the legis-
lative level, define a function of probation, a list
of tasks and powers of public authorities and
local self-government.

The institution of probation is established by
the Federal Law No. 10-FZ of February 6, 2023
“On Probation in the Russian Federation” which
entered into force on January 1, 2024. It en-
shrines the concept of resocialization.

According to the Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights in the Russian Federation T.N.
Moskal’kova, the appearance of the Law on
Probation and the program for returning a per-
son to the society after release is a new mile-
stone in the life of our state [18].

Over the past three years, the efforts and
work carried out by the Federal Penitentiary
Service and the Ministry of Justice of the Rus-
sian Federation have indeed created a new sys-
tem, but much remains to be done [18].

This law contains one of the important fac-
tors — restoration of the convict’s social ties,
which has a beneficial effect on his/her social
adaptation. This factor is especially impor-
tant for repeat offenders, since this category
of criminals can lose contact with the outside
world while serving their sentence for the first
crime and not restore it before being re-admit-
ted to a penitentiary institution. To a certain ex-
tent, recidivism indicates that convicts have not
drawn the right conclusions during the first sen-
tence. First-time convicts, as a rule, do not have
a stable criminal attitude, but commit crimes for
some reasons, such as being in a state of al-
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coholic intoxication, being under negative influ-
ence of the environment, or having mental ab-
normalities.

Compliance with regime requirements, con-
scientious attitude to work and study in condi-
tions of isolation from society does not guar-
antee the absence of relapse in the future. The
presence of convicts in penitentiary institutions
under the psychological influence of punish-
ment for crimes committed motivate many of
them to lead a law-abiding lifestyle.

Special attention is paid to the involvement
of various public organizations, including re-
ligious ones, in the process of resocialization.
The attitude of religion towards a criminal is
based on the condemnation of the act commit-
ted by him/her, and not the person him/herself.
Religion offers a criminal to start a proper life
with the spiritual, comprehensive and selfless
help of society. O.A. Skomorokh and V.A. Sa-
marin draw attention to the following statement
in the federal law: “in order to provide assis-
tance to persons in respect of whom proba-
tion is applied, religious organizations can set
up appropriate centers to provide a temporary
place of stay” [19, p. 54]. However, financing
of these centers, their activities, as well as the
methodological base require further scientific
and methodological study.

Despite the existing consolidation of posi-
tive measures for resocialization, some scien-
tists point to insufficient legal consolidation of
probation. For example, scientific provisions on
pre-trial probation remain unclaimed, under-
standing of the powers of the probation service
as a comprehensive supervision of the execu-
tion of punishments not related to isolation from
society and other measures of a criminal nature
is leveled; legal regulation of probation in rela-
tion to minors is not specified.

The adopted law “On Probation in the Rus-
sian Federation” fixes the provision that execu-
tive and penitentiary probation is carried out
only in relation to convicts who are in a difficult
life situation. It is believed that this law reflects
the multi-subjectness of probation, but unjus-
tifiably identifies criminal executive inspections
as the main subject. Charging employees of
criminal executive inspections with responsi-
bilities for resocialization of convicted persons
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will not be the most effective solution, since it
will lay additional burden on employees.

It should be noted that, despite the measures
applied, recidivism rates do not go down. It is
necessary to carry out preventive measures at
the regional level, and this integrated approach
will lead to a decrease in the level of recidivism.

Such measures should be carried out at
the initial stage, namely immediately after the
conviction. The convicted person requires a
consultation with a psychologist who will iden-
tify reasons for committing a repeat crime, the
person’s attitude to the crime committed, his/
her psychological state, and an idea of future
life. These data should be used for drawing an
individual plan for resocialization of a repeat of-
fender.

If the reason for committing a repeat crime
was the person’s reluctance to perform work
functions, then he/she should serve a sentence
in a penitentiary institution with a sufficient
number of jobs. Obtaining professional skills
and getting used to permanent work will defi-
nitely have a positive effect on a person’s atti-
tude to work.

If the reason was the lack of vocational ed-
ucation, the convicted should be held in peni-
tentiary institutions that provide possibilities to
obtain various professions.

Some criminologists believe that treatment
of convicts should based on minimizing the dif-
ference between their lives and the lives of law-
abiding citizens. In this case, it seems advisable
to organize such living conditions for convicts,
which will be extremely similar to those of per-
sons who have not committed a crime and are
not convicted. It is also necessary to preserve
social ties that a person had before his/her
conviction, develop responsibility among con-
victs, as well as their beliefs that it is possible
to achieve personal goals without violating the
law.

Irreparable changes in the consciousness
of a person occur 3 to 5 years after serving a
sentence of imprisonment. As |.Ya. Kozachenko
notes, particularly dangerous repeat offenders
serve their sentences in correctional facilities
of special regime, the routine and general at-
mosphere in which so traumatizes the human
psyche that after 3 to 5 years of stay in them,
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irreversible destructive changes occur in the
psyche [1, p. 169]. After this period, resocial-
ization of a person will be extremely difficult
and the chance of committing a repeat crime is
high. Therefore, a certain economy of criminal
repression and the application of educational
measures of influence not related to imprison-
ment to the convicted person are proposed.

Other scientists have an absolutely opposite
opinion. Thus, Ts.A. Sandzheeva notes that too
lenient punishment is perceived by repeat of-
fenders as impunity [20, p. 88]. Such a situation
cannot be perceived by a repeat offender as an
escape from punishment, and this category of
criminals should be more severely punished.

The Decision of the Sixth General Jurisdic-
tion Court of Cassation No. 77-1422/202 of
April 18, 2024 stipulates that in the cassation
submission, the Deputy Prosecutor of the Re-
public of Bashkortostan expresses disagree-
ment with the court’s verdict. He claims that the
convicted person at the time of the commis-
sion of the crimes had an outstanding criminal
record for committing moderate crimes under
the sentence of October 19, 2022. When pass-
ing sentence, the court violated Article 18 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, as it
had not taken into account the recurrence of
crimes as an aggravating circumstance, which
led to the imposition of unfair punishment.

Various determinants of crime, from general
social to individual, make it possible to formu-
late specific measures to prevent recidivism,
which in turn helps to determine measures for
resocialization of repeat offenders.

Upon admission to a penitentiary institution,
a thorough analysis of the causes and condi-
tions that provoked a particular person to com-
mit a particular crime should be conducted,
and individual programs based on the data ob-
tained should be developed.

Individual work with convicts should be
based on the nature of his/her situation. In re-
lation to a repeat offender, it is more useful to
start with a stronger public condemnation and
approve his/her actions in private. A repeat of-
fender should understand that public approval
must be earned by positive actions. In some
cases, a significant effect is achieved by orga-
nizing joint work of two convicts, one of whom

can positively influence the other. Such work
takes into account individual characteristics of
convicts and the way their life is organized in a
correctional institution.

It is necessary to use convicts’ connections
with people outside the correctional facility,
mainly with their family and colleagues.

It is crucial to ensure that every convicted
person has access to special education. The
development and implementation of social
programs that will provide convicts with jobs
should be implemented. Resocialization of
convicts should be based on the understand-
ing and assistance of society. It is required to
develop a network of non-governmental public
organizations that will contribute to resocializa-
tion and social adaptation of persons who have
committed repeat crimes.

To counter recidivism, it is important to de-
velop a social program that would encourage
organizations to employ former convicts. Em-
ployers should have the opportunity to create
educational and industrial premises on the ter-
ritory of a penitentiary facility for them to assess
effectiveness of this program and for convicts
to acquire necessary skills and qualifications.

In order to attract non-governmental organi-
zations to participate in this program, it is nec-
essary to identify a number of advantages for
them. Costs for the organization of initial selec-
tion of candidates and advertising of vacancies
will be reduced, since prison staff will provide
assistance in this area. Companies will acquire
a variety of employees, inclusivity and greater
social responsibility. By participating in this pro-
gram, the enterprise will be able to fill the gaps
in qualified personnel qualitatively, which will
affect its productivity and effectiveness. What
is more, provision of preferential payments of
tax deductions to enterprises that employ per-
sons with a criminal record will be an effective
measure for attracting non-profit organizations
to participate in this program.

To summarize, it should be noted that a stable
and relative decrease in the number of crimes
committed by recidivists does not justify the
assumption that recidivism will disappear in the
future or significantly decrease in the long term.
In this regard, it is predetermined to highlight
the concept of rehabilitation of convicts based

PENITENTIARY SCIENCE



[l Jurisprudence 37

on an individualized selection of methods of re- and continuous work, creation of a healthy en-
socialization, including involvement of persons vironment around them in order to eliminate
who have served their sentences in permanent negative influence of the environment.
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Abstract

Introduction: the article analyzes causes and conditions of recidivism
among convicts serving sentences in the form of forced labor, as well as socio-
demographic, psychological, and value-motivational characteristics of their
personalities that determine the commission of recurrent crimes. Purpose:
based on the statistics from the Federal Penitentiary Service and data from the
survey of employees of institutions executing forced labor, to identify causes
and conditions that determine the commission of recurrent crimes by convicts
serving this sentence, their personality characteristics, and propose measures
to fight recidivism. Methods: formal law, empirical methods of description and
interpretation, theoretical methods of formal and dialectical logic. Results: the
main determinants of recurrent criminality of convicts serving sentences in the
form of forced labor are alcohol abuse, drug use, insufficient financial resources,
and unjustified substitution of forced labor forimprisonment. The main personality
traits that determine recurrent criminality are egoism, aggressiveness, secrecy,
deceit, irresponsibility, alcohol and drug addiction. Recommendations are given
on the prevention of recurrent criminality of those sentenced to forced labor.
Conclusion: prevention of recidivism among those serving sentences in the form
of forced labor should be carried out on the basis of an integrated approach,
taking into account criminogenic factors, personality characteristics of convicts
and the specifics of organizing the execution of this punishment, and include
measures to comply with regime requirements, labor discipline, educational
work, including in cooperation with employers and public organizations.

Keywords: penal system; forced labor; recidivism; determinants of crime;
identity of the criminal; crime prevention.
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Forced labor is one of the alternative punish- into the system of criminal penalties of the Rus-
ments to imprisonment that are being actively sian Federation in accordance with the Federal
introduced into modern law enforcement prac- Law No. 420-FZ of December 7, 2011 and has
tice. This type of punishment was introduced been enforced since January 1, 2017.
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Forced labor refers to punishments unrelated
to isolation from society. However, in fact, this
punishment occupies an intermediate position
between punishments related to isolation from
society and those not related to it. A convict is
involved in working at enterprises together with
citizens who are at large. Nevertheless, he/she
is obliged to stay in an institution of the penal
system after work: a correctional center (CC),
its area (ACC), or an area of a correctional facil-
ity functioning as a correctional center (AFCC),
and in cases prescribed by law has is entitled to
spend weekends and holidays or live with his/
her family outside the correctional center.

Prevention of recurrent crime is one of the
issues requiring attention of employees of insti-
tutions that carry out punishment in the form of
forced labor. Scientific literature rightly points
out that the recurrence of crimes among those
sentenced to forced labor indicates insufficient
effectiveness of the execution of this punish-
ment in each specific case and requires mea-
sures to further improve activities of the CC and
AFCC [1, p. 123].

Recurrent criminality of the category of con-
victs we are analyzing, like any type of crime,
exists and develops under the influence of
causes - social phenomena that naturally gen-
erate crime, and conditions — phenomena that
form the causes of crime or contribute to their
manifestation [2, p. 377]. The causes and con-
ditions of crime in criminological science are
designated by a general concept — determi-
nants of crime. According to the generally ac-
cepted point of view in modern Russian crimi-
nology, the causal complex of crime cannot
be reduced to any one cause [3, p. 57; 4, p.
393]. All of the above applies to the determi-
nation of penitentiary criminality, including re-
current criminality of convicts serving forced
labor [5].

In order to study criminological characteris-
tics, causes and conditions of recurrent crimi-
nality of persons serving sentences in the form
of forced labor and measures taken to prevent
it, the statistical reports of the Federal Peni-
tentiary Service of Russia for 2021-2023 were

analyzed and 425 employees of the Information
Center and AFCC in 32 territorial bodies of the
Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia were in-
terviewed.

According to the statistics of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of Russia, the recidivism
rate among those serving sentences in the
form of forced labor in 2023 was 0.63% (381
crimes per 60,104 persons registered with the
CC and AFCC), in 2022 - 0.74% (202 per 27,023
persons, respectively), in 2021 — 0.37% (59 per
15,791 persons).

According to the survey of CC (AFCC) em-
ployees, crimes committed by persons serv-
ing sentences in the form of forced labor in-
clude drug trafficking (articles 228, 228.1 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation), theft
(Article 158 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation), fraud (Article 159 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation), intentional in-
fliction of minor injury (Article 115 of the Crimi-
nal Code of the Russian Federation); repeated
crimes (8.1%) were committed by convicts un-
der the influence of alcohol.

The surveyed employees most often indi-
cate alcohol abuse, intoxication (63.4%), drug
use and drug addiction (27%), low income, and
financial difficulties (23.8%) as the causes and
conditions of recurrent criminality of convicts.
Among other reasons and conditions, respon-
dents single out unjustified replacement of im-
prisonment by forced labor by the courts in ac-
cordance with Article 80 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation, family and kinship con-
flicts, loss and weakening of social ties of con-
victs, influence of other convicts, as well as a
milder punishment regime than in prison, which
involves the possibility for the convict to work at
enterprises with law-abiding people and to stay
outside the correctional center.

In our opinion, this list should be supple-
mented by a negative influence of the criminal
subculture and its spread among convicts. The
ability of subculture to act as a condition for
criminal behavior in a correctional institution
has been noted by various Russian and foreign
authors [6-9]. Since the penal legislation does
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not provide for a separate detention of convicts
who were sentenced to forced labor and per-
sons to whom this punishment was imposed
as a substitute for imprisonment (including
those previously convicted), there is a sufficient
number of criminal subculture representatives
in correctional centers. It should be said that
separate detention of first-time convicts and
persons who have previously served their sen-
tences is a means that significantly weakens
the influence of a criminal subculture and the
determination of recurrent criminality [10, p.
14]. However, unfortunately, this principle does
not apply in the execution of forced labor.

One of the conditions that can lead to the
commission of repeated crimes by persons
serving sentences in the form of forced labor
is their violation of the established procedure
for serving sentences. According to the Fed-
eral Penitentiary Service of Russia in 2023,
5,573 convicted persons registered with the CC
(AFCC) committed malicious violations of the
order and conditions of serving their sentences
in the form of forced labor. The most common
of them are the use of alcoholic beverages,
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
(3,650, or 65.4% of the total number of mali-
cious violations), untimely return to the place of
serving a sentence (380, 6.8%), disobedience
to representatives of the administration of a CC
(AFCC) or insulting them without elements of
a crime (394.7%), and unauthorized abandon-
ment of the territory of a CC (AFCC) (266, 4.8%).
It should be noted that the level of malicious vi-
olations of the order and conditions of serving
a sentence compared to 2022 (9.3%) remained
approximately at the same level — 9.2%; howev-
er, the level of disobedience to representatives
of the administration of a CC (AFCC) increased
based on the total number of registered per-
sons from 0.43% in 2022 to 0.65% in 2023. This
indicates a rise in the number of convicts with
a high degree of criminal deformation among
those serving sentences in the form of forced
labor and a negative attitude towards the ap-
pointed punishment and representatives of the
administration.

2025, vol.

It should be noted that the determinants of
repeat criminality of convicts serving forced la-
bor are in many ways similar to those described
in the works of other authors [11, p. 57], as well
as the causes of penitentiary criminality of per-
sons serving sentences in the form of imprison-
ment (drug addiction, influence of criminal sub-
culture, financial difficulties, insufficient control
over convicts, etc. etc.).

In terms of socio-demographic characteris-
tics, the majority of people who have committed
repeated crimes while serving their sentences
in the form of forced labor are men (94.8%). The
recidivism rate among female convicts is signif-
icantly lower (0.34%) than among male convicts
(0.67%). The share of convicts under the age
of 30 is 23.8%. Among convicts with previous
convictions, the recidivism rate is 0.9%, with an
average of 0.63%. The recidivism rate among
convicts who have violated the established or-
der of serving their sentences is 11.1%.

The interviewed employees most often iden-
tify the following personal qualities of convicts
that are conditions for committing repeated
crimes while serving their sentences: selfish-
ness, aggressiveness, secrecy, deceitfulness,
irresponsibility (31.7%), alcohol dependence
(22.2%), and drug addiction (11.1%). The re-
spondents also mention the convict’s confi-
dence in impunity, presence of previous con-
victions, acceptance of criminal subculture
values, loss of socially useful connections, un-
willingness to correct due to entrenched anti-
social attitudes and habits, and a tendency to
destructive behavior. The personality traits that
determine the propensity of a convicted per-
son to violate the established order of serving a
sentence is confirmed by data from other stud-
ies [12, p. 84; 13, p. 437].

Having analyzed the data obtained, we iden-
tified the following typical features of a con-
victed person serving a sentence of forced
labor who has committed a repeat crime while
serving his sentence: a man aged 30-45, pre-
viously convicted, violating the established
order of serving a sentence, prone to alcohol
and drug abuse, characterized by irrespon-
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sibility, aggressiveness and a negative at-
titude to the punishment and the CC (AFCC)
administration.

Based on recidivism determinants, we can
develop comprehensive preventive measures,
carried out not only by persons supervising
convicts, but also by all employees of a CC
(AFCC) within their competence. Officials of
other state authorities (primarily internal affairs
bodies), representatives of the administration
of enterprises employing convicts, and civil
society institutions (public and religious orga-
nizations) should also be involved in preventive
work.

Besides, crime prevention measures should
be carried out in strict accordance with the law
and subordinate regulations, within the frame-
work of official duties assigned to the relevant
prevention entity.

Moreover, preventive measures against con-
victs should be of a multi-variant and at the
same time individual nature. It is necessary to
take into account an occupancy rate and an
actual number of convicts, location of the insti-
tution (urban or rural areas, proximity of other
penitentiary institutions, settlements), nature of
the convicts’ work and other local conditions. In
relation to a particular convict, it is important to
take into account his/her socio-demographic
characteristics (gender, age, family, education,
profession), psychological and social charac-
teristics (temperament, intellectual, emotional,
volitional level, presence of mental disorders or
dependent behavior; social status before con-
viction; informal status among convicts), crimi-
nological characteristics (crime committed;
punishment term; previous conviction; attitude
to the crime and the punishment imposed; im-
position of punishment in the form of forced la-
bor by a court verdict, in the form of a substitute
for imprisonment in accordance with Article 80
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion, or in the form of a substitute for less se-
vere types of punishment; tendency to certain
forms of illegal behavior while serving a sen-
tence). Figuratively speaking, crime preven-
tion in penitentiary institutions has an individual

style, depending on specific conditions of each
institution and individual characteristics of con-
victed personswhoare objectsof prevention [14,
p. 109].

Based on the above, as well as taking into
account the opinion of the CC (AFCC) staff,
we consider it possible to formulate practical
recommendations for preventing recidivism
among those sentenced to forced labor.

So, it is important to ensure a high level of
supervision, so that convicts follow the rules
of internal order. Employees supervising con-
victs should pay attention to such offenses as
carrying and using alcoholic beverages and
narcotic drugs, unauthorized abandonment
of the center, untimely return to the place of
serving a sentence, disobedience to employ-
ees, since these violations are both the causes
and conditions of recurrent criminality of con-
victs, as well as circumstances indicating the
convicted person’s propensity for criminal be-
havior. It should be borne in mind that the pre-
ventive effect is not so much the severity as
the inevitability of disciplinary action for viola-
tions of the established procedure for serving a
sentence.

It is necessary to focus CC (AFCC) employ-
ees to ensure strict observance of the daily
routine by convicts, which makes it possible to
prevent the uncontrolled presence of the con-
vict outside the center, therefore, reduces the
possibility of criminal behavior. To this end, it
is necessary to interact with the administration
of organizations and individual entrepreneurs
who use the labor of convicts, focusing them on
immediately informing the CC (AFCC) admin-
istration about violations of labor discipline by
convicts (absenteeism, late arrival or early de-
parture from work, being in a state of intoxica-
tion at work).

The work on collecting and analyzing materi-
als indicating the propensity of convicts to cer-
tain types of criminogenic behavior will improve
the quality of supervisory and other preventive
work, as well as avoid inappropriate use of pre-
ventive measures, focusing employees primar-
ily on convicts representing a risk group.
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One of the measures to prevent recidivism
among persons serving sentences in the form
of forced labor is the use of elements of en-
couragement and punishment in their interrela-
tion, as well as a progressive system of serving
sentences, which provides for the possibility of
changing the legal status of a convicted person
depending on his/her behavior while serving
his/her sentence [15, p. 167]. The presence of
incentive measures, as well as the possibility of
parole from punishment, on the one hand, and
the possibility of punitive measures, as well as
the substitution of punishment in the form of
forced labor with imprisonment in case of a ma-
licious violation of the established procedure
for serving a sentence, on the other, are effec-
tive anti-criminal factors [16, p. 230].

At the same time, it is necessary to:

— achieve the inevitability of penalties for vio-
lations of the established procedure for serv-
ing sentences, increase their detection and the
quality of supervisory measures;

— to individualize the use of incentive mea-
sures, especially such as granting the convict
the right to leave the CC (AFCC) on weekends
and holidays, to spend holidays outside the
center, and to stay with his/her family outside
the dormitory. These measures should be pro-
vided only to positively characterized convicts
who not only do not violate the established pro-
cedure for serving their sentences, but also are
conscientious about work and do not have a
tendency to criminogenic behavior;

— when deciding whether to apply to the
court for parole or to replace forced labor with
a less severe type of punishment in accordance
with Article 80 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, to take into account not only
formal signs of the convicted person’s behavior
(absence of violations of the established pro-
cedure for serving a sentence), but also his/
her attitude to work and rules of the dormitory,
as well as criminological characteristics of the
personality, in particular, the presence of a ten-
dency to criminogenic behavior.

Operational work helps detect crimes be-
ing prepared and committed by convicts serv-

2025, vol.

ing sentences in the form of forced labor [17,
p. 12]. Nowadays, the operational support of
the CC (AFCQC) is carried out by employees of
the operational units of territorial bodies of the
Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia. There is
no operational officer position in the staff of the
center; however, it is possible to interact with
operational units of correctional facilities where
the AFCC is located, since their employees may
have more data of operational interest than
the staff of operational units of the territorial
bodies of the Federal Penitentiary Service of
Russia.

In our opinion, the introduction of an opera-
tional officer position into the staff of a correc-
tional center (an area functioning as the cor-
rectional center) could be the most rational
solution to the problem of operational support
for convicts serving forced labor. This point of
view is shared by other authors considering
the problems of preventing recidivism among
those sentenced to this type of punishment [18,
p. 52; 6, p. 377; 19, p. 132]. At the same time,
we would recommend the authorities of cor-
rectional centers to establish cooperation with
the operational units of the territorial body of
the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia and
correctional facilities where the AFCC has been
established to get information about crimes
being prepared and committed by convicts and
persons preparing or committing crimes.

In order to prevent recidivism, it is also nec-
essary to cooperate with internal affairs bodies,
in particular district police officers, at the place
of residence of those sentenced to forced la-
bor, who have been granted the right to live
with their family outside the dormitory. Accord-
ing to Paragraph 36 of the Instructions on the
performance of official duties by district police
officers at the serviced administrative area, ap-
proved by the Order of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Russia No. 205 of March 29, 2019,
district police officers visit these convicts at
least once a quarter.

It is worth noting that currently there are no
interdepartmental regulations that would fully
regulate the interaction between penitentiary
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institutions and internal affairs bodies on the
prevention of offenses on the part of persons
serving forced labor [20, p. 50]. Therefore, the
basis of interaction is mainly joint meetings, de-
velopment of interaction plans, as well as the
use of individual office contacts. Police offi-
cers when carrying out preventive measures at
the location of centers and enterprises where
convicts are involved in work should identify
convicts who are in a state of alcoholic or other
intoxication or who drink alcoholic beverages
in public places, purchase alcoholic products
at places of sale, violate public order or are
outside of the CC (AFCC) at a time not set by
the daily routine. It is also advisable for the CC
(AFCC) authorities to request information from
district police officers about the behavior of
those sentenced to forced labor who have been
granted the right to live with their family outside
the dormitory and their characteristics at the
place of residence.

It is important to boost interaction between
employees of the CC (AFCC) and the admin-
istration of enterprises where convicts are
employed. The administration of these enter-
prises (individual entrepreneurs) may exert in-
fluence on convicted persons to prevent them
from committing repeated crimes. Accord-
ing to the interviewed employees of the CC
(AFCCQC), it implies conducting preventive con-
versations with convicts on the consequences
of their crimes and violations of labor discipline
(25.4%), monitoring the observance of labor
regulations and discipline by convicts (25.3%),
encouraging convicts who achieve success in
work and those who do not violate labor disci-
pline (23.8%), immediate informing of the CC
(AFCC) administration about violations of labor
discipline by convicts (14.2%), and giving dili-
gent convicts employment opportunities after
release (11.1%).

In this regard, in order to prevent reoffend-
ing of convicts serving sentences in the form of
forced labor, itis recommended that CC (AFCC)
employees cooperate with the administration of
enterprises (individual entrepreneurs) that em-
ploy convicts.

Security personnel of enterprises employ-
ing convicts should keep records of those sen-
tenced to forced labor who are employed at en-
terprises, monitor their entry and exit from the
territory of the enterprise according to the daily
routine. They should pay special attention to
convicts’ attempts to bring alcoholic beverages
and narcotic drugs into the territory of the en-
terprise, fix cases of convicts passing through
the checkpoint of the enterprise or being on the
territory of the enterprise with signs of alcoholic
(narcotic) intoxication, record attempts to steal
inventory from the territory of the enterprise,
and immediately inform the authorities of the
enterprise about violations of labor discipline.

Correctional center should motivate the
administration of enterprises (individual en-
trepreneurs) employing convicts to conduct
educational work with them, i.e. to clarify con-
sequences of labor discipline violations, as well
as to pay extra and employ conscientious con-
victs after release.

A standard agreement between a CC (AFCC)
and an organization that employs those sen-
tenced to forced labor, approved by the Order
of the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia
No. 1,138 of December 17, 2019 provides only
for the obligation to immediately inform the ad-
ministration of a CC (AFCC) about violations of
labor discipline by convicts. Meanwhile, Chap-
ter 30 of the Labor Code of the Russian Federa-
tion fixes forms of employer control. Therefore,
along with this, it is advisable to include in the
contracts concluded by a CC (AFCC) and an
enterprise (individual entrepreneur) using the
labor of those sentenced to forced labor, the
following duties of the administration of an en-
terprise (individual entrepreneur):

— to assist the administration of a correction-
al center in carrying out educational work with
convicts in the form of preventive conversations
with convicts engaged in labor;

— to monitor the observance of labor disci-
pline by convicts during working hours.

Educational and information-legal work with
those sentenced to punishment in the form
of forced labor also has preventive potential.
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When conducting it in the form of group and
individual interviews, attention should be paid
not only to the measures of liability provided for
in the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
for the commission of crimes most common
among persons serving sentences in the form
of forced labor, but also to specific examples
of bringing convicts to criminal liability. What
is more, convicts should be informed about in-
centive measures that can be applied to them
in case of law-abiding behavior, conscientious
attitude to work, prevention of violations of the
order of serving sentences and labor discipline
(granting the right to leave a CC (AFCC) on
weekends and holidays, staying with family out-
side the center, parole, possible employment at
the enterprise after release).

The organization of leisure time for those
sentenced to forced labor is also of preventive
importance, since it has an educational effect,
instills socially acceptable values and behav-
iors, and reduces possibilities for convicts to
prepare and commit crimes. In addition, some
forms of organized leisure activities contribute
to the formation and strengthening of socially
useful bonds of convicts, which also has anti-
criminal potential.

It is advisable to carry out these activities in
cooperation with non-profit public organiza-
tions, including voluntary ones. In a number
of territorial bodies of the Federal Penitentiary
Service of Russia, there are positive examples
of involving non-profit organizations in psycho-
logical work with convicts serving sentences
in the form of forced labor in order to correct
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Abstract

Introduction: the article discusses criminal law issues of the release of convicts
from serving their sentences in connection with military service during the
period of mobilization, martial law or in wartime in accordance with Article 80.2
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. Purpose: based on the analysis
of judicial practice and theoretical research, to identify problems of legislative
consolidation of the legal basis and type of release of convicts from serving their
sentences in connection with military service during the period of mobilization,
martial law or during wartime (Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation), to propose ways to solve them. Methods: formal legal and analytical,
theoretical methods of formal and dialectical logic, method of interpretation
of legal norms. Results: an analysis of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation “Release from serving a sentence in connection with military
service during mobilization, martial law or wartime” shows that there is no clarity
on the issue of repeated release under Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code if, during
military service, a person released from punishment conditionally under Part 1 of
this article, committed a new crime. The command of a military unit may reapply
to the court with a request for conditional release of a convicted person from
punishment under Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
Given the imperative nature of this rule, such situations are quite acceptable.
Conclusion: in order to solve the problems that arise in connection with the release
from punishment due to military service during the period of mobilization, martial
law or during wartime (Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation),
it seems advisable to fix an additional condition in the given article that the court
should decide on granting repeated release from serving a sentence or exemption
from criminal liability (Article 78.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation)
based on the circumstances of the newly committed crime and taking into account
the identity of a perpetrator, that is, to determine the discretionary nature of the
application of the specified norm. Besides, Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation may be formulated as follows: “Release from serving a
sentence in connection with the conscientious performance of military duties
during mobilization, martial law or wartime”.

Keywords: convicts; release from punishment; participants in the special
military operation; conditional release; military personnel.
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Introduction

It is known that exemption from punishment,
as one of the important institutions of criminal
law, is mainly aimed at improving the situation
of a person who has committed a crime, one
of the means of implementing the principle of
humanism in criminal law, and a positive incen-
tive for convicts to lead a law-abiding life. The
institution of release from punishment implies
legal consequences in the form of non-assign-
ment of punishment to a convicted person, im-
position of punishment on a convicted person,
but release from the actual service, as well as
release from further punishment of a convict-
ed person who has partially served a criminal
sentence [1, p. 5]. According to these criteria,
various foundations of the institution of release
from punishment should be classified into three
sub-institutions: release from sentencing; re-
lease from an actual sentence; release from
further serving a sentence [2, p. 14]. Release
from sentencing and release from an actual
sentence may be applied only at the sentenc-
ing stage, which provides, according to Part 2
of Article 86 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation, that these persons released from
punishment are considered not convicted. Also
according to Paragraph 3 of the Resolution of
the Plenum of the Supreme Court of the Rus-
sian Federation No. 14 of June 7, 2022 “On the
practice of courts applying legislation regulat-
ing the calculation of the repayment period and
the procedure for removing a criminal record”,
a person who is released from serving a sen-
tence in the event of the adoption of a criminal
law eliminating the criminality of the act (Article
10 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion) or the expiration of the statute of limitations
of a court conviction (Article 83 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation).

Accordingly, release from further serving of
a sentence presupposes the use of this type of
release at the stage of execution of a court ver-
dict, which provides for a criminal record, since
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its repayment is regulated by Part 3 of Article 86
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
So, if, for example, release due to a change in
the situation (Article 80.1 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation) refers to the institu-
tion of release from sentencing, release due to
the expiration of the statute of limitations of a
court verdict (Article 83 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation) — to the institution
of release from actual serving of punishment,
then conditional early release from serving a
sentence (articles 79 and 93 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation) is part of the
institution of release from further serving of
punishment.

Research

One of the types of a comprehensive institu-
tion of release from further serving of punish-
ment is exemption from punishment in connec-
tion with military service during the period of
mobilization, martial law or in wartime, because
it applies to convicts in accordance with Part 1
of Article 80 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation.

It is known that the Federal Law No. 64-FZ
of March 23, 2024 introduced into criminal law
Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation “Release from serving a sentence in
connection with military service during mobili-
zation, martial law or wartime”. Previously, the
provision on the exemption from punishment of
persons called up for military service on mo-
bilization or during wartime, or who concluded
a contract for military service during mobiliza-
tion, martial law or wartime was contained in
the Federal Law No. 270-FZ of June 24, 2023
“On the Specifics of Criminal Liability of Per-
sons Involved in the Special Military Operation”.
The legal regulation of criminal law relations
through a separate normative legal act, rather
than a criminal law, has justifiably caused criti-
cism [3, p. 62].

It should be noted that the Federal Law No.
270-FZ of June 24, 2023 had been in force for
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only nine months and was repealed by the Fed-
eral Law No. 61-FZ of March 23, 2024 “On the
Amendments to the Federal Law “On Mobili-
zation Training and Mobilization in the Russian
Federation”, Article 34 of the Federal Law “On
Military Duty and Military Service” and on the
Recognition of the Federal Law “On the Specif-
ics of Criminal Liability of Persons Involved in
the Special Military Operation” invalid”. The rel-
evant changes were also regulated in Part 3.1
of Article 86 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, which dealt with the issue of
expunging the criminal record of a person who
was called up for military service during mobi-
lization or during wartime in the Armed Forces
of the Russian Federation or who concluded a
contract for military service inthe Armed Forces
during mobilization, martial law or wartime, on
the grounds provided for in articles 78.1, 80.2
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.

It is important to note that the logic of the
legislator, who supplemented articles 78.1 and
80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration, is generally clear — to define a legal
mechanism that ensures the replenishment of
the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation
with personnel during the special military op-
eration from among both the suspected, ac-
cused, and convicted of committing a crime,
giving them the opportunity to atone for their
guilt. But early release from serving a sentence
implies that public danger of convicts after their
conviction or while serving their sentence has
significantly decreased or disappeared and the
continuation of punishment is impractical due
to his/her positive behavior during the period
of serving the sentence. Considering the his-
torical aspect, it can be noted that during the
Great Patriotic War, not all prisoners were given
the opportunity to fight in regular units of the
Red Army, in particular, persons convicted of
committing the so-called counter-revolutionary
crimes and other serious crimes were not sent
to the front [4, p. 154].

It should be noted that the title of Article
80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration refers to the release from punishment
in connection with military service during the
period of mobilization, during martial law or in
wartime. The first part of this article is aimed

at persons already serving a sentence for com-
mitting a crime. At the same time, it is known
that a person released from punishment is con-
sidered not convicted in accordance with Part 2
of Article 86 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation, and a person released from further
punishment has a criminal record expunged in
accordance with Part 3 or Part 3.1 of Article 86
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
or is removed in accordance with Part 5 of Arti-
cle 86 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration. In this regard, the title of Article 80.2
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
should be amended as follows: “Release from
serving a sentence in connection with the con-
scientious performance of military duties dur-
ing mobilization, martial law or wartime”.

Itisworth mentioning that earlyrelease under
Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation does not have such a high degree of
motivation for those convicted to punishments
not related to isolation from society or to short
terms of imprisonment, but is aimed mainly at
convicts who have committed grave and espe-
cially grave crimes. This is due to the fact that
the grounds for release in accordance with Ar-
ticles 80 or 79 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation may be beneficial to the first
group of convicts [5, p. 26]. Also, restrictions on
the rights and freedoms while serving sentenc-
es that are not related to isolation from society
are not severe and lengthy, as when serving a
prison sentence, in order to make a decision
about participating in hostilities. Thus, in gen-
eral, convicts who have committed a grave or
especially grave crime, especially at the begin-
ning of serving their sentence, are most moti-
vated to redeem themselves by participating in
hostilities that pose a high risk to their lives and
health. We believe that this socially useful activ-
ity should be attributed to positive law-abiding
behavior, which implies the elimination of public
danger to the individual.

However, there may be a situation when dur-
ing the period of mobilization, wartime, or the
validity of a contract for military service this
person commits (for example, on vacation) a
repeat crime or several crimes [6, p. 40]. The
court may decide to release a person from
criminal liability in accordance with Article 78.1
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of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
Also, after the conviction of this person and the
entry into force of the guilty verdict, the court
may decide to release him/her from serving
his/her sentence in accordance with Article
80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Feder-
ation. Accordingly, the right to be released from
serving a sentence in accordance with Article
80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration can be granted to convicted persons
who committed crimes (with the exception of
crimes directly specified in Part 1 of Article 78.1
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation)
and were called up for military service in the
Armed Forces of the Russian Federation dur-
ing the period of mobilization or in wartime or
who concluded a military service contract dur-
ing mobilization, martial law or wartime, as well
as to convicted persons who committed crimes
(with the same exceptions specified in Part 1 of
Article 78.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation) during the period of military service
in the specified periods.

In accordance with Part 3 of Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, if
during the period of military service a person
who has been conditionally released from pun-
ishment in accordance with Part 1 of this Article
commits a new crime, the court appoints pun-
ishment according to the rules provided for in
Article 70 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation (accumulative sentencing). In this
regard, the command of a military unit may re-
apply for conditional release of a convicted per-
son from punishment under Article 80.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. There
is no answer to this question in the law. But, giv-
en the imperative nature of this rule, such situ-
ations are quite possible. Thus, during these
periods, these individuals may feel a kind of le-
niency for the crimes committed. In this regard,
it seems advisable to provide in Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation an
additional condition that repeated release from
serving a sentence or exemption from crimi-
nal liability (Article 78.1 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation) in this case is granted
at the discretion of the court and based on cir-
cumstances of the newly committed crime and
the identity of a perpetrator.

2025, vol.

S.A. Gordeichik and N.A. Egorova believe
that the imperative nature of the application of
articles 78.1 and 80.2 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation can hardly be defined
as the correct approach given the breadth of
the range of crimes and their severity in which
Articles 78.1 and 80.2 can be applied [6, p. 41].
In this regard, it seems possible to provide for
the discretionary nature of the application of
these norms, that is, at the discretion of the
courts, taking into account the identity of an
individual, as well as the nature and degree of
public danger of the crime committed.

Considering the norms of criminal and penal
legislation, it can be said that there is no mecha-
nism of state response to violation of the condi-
tions of release from serving a sentence under
Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation. There is the only mechanism of
sentencing according to the rules provided for
in Article 70 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation (accumulative sentencing) in
the case of a new crime committed by a person
released from punishment in accordance with
Part 1 of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation during military service.
At the same time, in case of release on parole,
the legislator fixes a mechanism for canceling
these means of incentive and returning to ex-
ecution of punishment (Part 7 of Article 79 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation).
Also, violation of the conditions for granting a
deferral of punishment in accordance with Part
2 of Article 82 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation entails its cancellation.

It seemsthat, by analogy with clauses “b” and
“c” of Part 7 of Article 79 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation, it is advisable to specify
in the criminal law that if a person conditionally
released from punishment under Part 1 of Ar-
ticle 80.2 of the Criminal Code commits a crime
of negligence or an intentional crime of minor
or medium during military service, the issue of
cancellation or retention of conditional release
is decided by the court. If the specified person
commits a grave or especially grave crime, the
court cancels the conditional release and im-
poses punishment on him/her according to the
rules provided for in Article 70 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation, respectively,
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the decision to cancel this type of release is
mandatory.

The list of crimes excluding the application
of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation specified in Part 1 of Article
78.1 of the Criminal Code consists of 59 ele-
ments. It should be noted that the list includes
a crime in the form of an attempt on the life of a
state or public figure (Article 277 of the Crimi-
nal Code of the Russian Federation), but there
are no crimes provided for in Article 295 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (en-
croachment on the life of a person carrying out
justice or preliminary investigation) and Article
317 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion (encroachment on the life of a law enforce-
ment officer) [7, p. 51]. However, these crimes
do not differ in the degree of public danger and
therefore can also be included in this list. In this
regard, it is important to include in this list the
crimes provided for in articles 295 and 317 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.

The list contains public calls for extremist ac-
tivities (Article 280 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation), but does not have incite-
ment to hatred or hostility, as well as humiliation
of human dignity (Article 282 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation). In addition,
the list includes articles 355, 359-361 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, which
relate to crimes against the peace and security
of mankind, but there is no rehabilitation of Na-
zism (Articles 354.1 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation) and genocide (357 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation).

It is interesting that the list includes such
crimes as smuggling of cash and (or) monetary
instruments (Article 200.1 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation) (a minor crime), ille-
gal entry into a protected facility (Article 215.4
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation)
(moderate severity), violation of the require-
ments for ensuring security and anti-terrorist
protection of fuel and energy complex facili-
ties (217.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation) (negligent crime). It turns out that
perpetrators of these crimes cannot be con-
scripted into military service upon mobilization,
but a person who has committed murder with
extreme cruelty can. According to S.A. Gor-

deichik and N.A. Egorova, “it is surprising and
alarming that there are no crimes provided for
in articles 105, 111, 126, 131, 132 ( in relation to
victims who have reached the age of 18), 162,
163, 222, 228.1, 337-339 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation” [6, p. 41]. V.A. Doro-
shkov believes that “as a result, it may happen
that the same serial kKillers, including of under-
age children, in the absence of appropriate su-
pervision, may soon be released, returning to
their homes, and threaten the parents of crime
victims” [8, p. 6].

Probably, it would be advisable to adjust the
list of crimes that prevent release from further
serving of punishment under Article 80.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation and
form it not by listing specific elements, but on
the basis of common features.

In Part 1 of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation, the wording “is con-
ditionally released from punishment” is used
(in contrast to “may replace the remaining un-
served part of the punishment with a milder type
of punishment” used in Part 1 of Article 80, or
“may delay the actual serving of the sentence”
in Part 1 of Article 82 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation). Part 1 of Article 78.1 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation stipu-
lates “exemption from criminal liability”. In this
regard, the new type of release from serving a
sentence, as well as the new type of exemption
from criminal liability, is mandatory, that is, in-
dependent of the discretion of law enforcement
officials. Thus, the question of the expediency
of such a release from serving a sentence (tak-
ing into account the behavior of a convicted
person or the degree of his/her correction) or
exemption from criminal liability (taking into ac-
count circumstances of the crime and the iden-
tity of a perpetrator in terms of reducing the
degree of public danger of the act) is not even
discussed when making an appropriate proce-
dural decision [9, p. 17].

The conditions and procedure for release
from punishment under Article 80.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation are
the same for all categories of persons, regard-
less of personality characteristics of a con-
victed person, the presence of recidivism or a
combination of crimes, as well as circumstanc-
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es of a specific crime. This indicates that the is-
sue of loss or reduction of public danger of a
convicted person within the framework of this
norm is not a key issue for the legislator, except
in cases when persons are serving sentences
for crimes specified in Part 1 of Article 78.1 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.
It seems that such a position may contradict
the principle of differentiation and individuality
of criminal liability and punishment, as well as
does not correspond to the purpose of criminal
legislation to prevent the commission of new
crimes (Article 2 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation).

One of the important conditions for the appli-
cation of early release from serving a sentence
under Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation is the time and environment
within which the release process can be carried
out. These include the period of wartime and
mobilization, martial law [10, p. 20]. The con-
victed person is called up for military service
and serves in the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation, or during the same period signs a
contract for military service during the speci-
fied period of time.

It should be noted that the wording “condi-
tionally released from punishment”, specified
in Part 1 of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation, does not seem to
be entirely correct, since the term “parole” is
more applicable to the situation under consid-
eration, since the person is released on proba-
tion (before the conditions set out in Part 2 of
Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation emerge), as well as ahead of sched-
ule (until the full term of the criminal sentence
imposed by the court is served) [10, p. 20]. In-
deed, Part 3 of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation stipulates that when
a new crime is committed by a person condi-
tionally released from punishment, the court
appoints punishment according to the rules
of Article 70 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, by analogy with the abolition of
parole from serving a sentence in accordance
with Part 7 of Article 79 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation. The difference be-
tween the release provided for in Article 79 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation

2025, vol.

and the new type of release (Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation),
which is similar in its legal nature to parole, lies
in the nature of the requirements imposed on a
person released early during the remaining un-
served part of the sentence [11, p. 42].

It should be noted that even before the intro-
duction of Article 80.2 into the criminal law, P.V.
Teplyashin and S.A. Stupina proposed to indi-
catein Part4.1 of Article 79 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation that when consider-
ing a convicted person’s request for parole from
serving his/her sentence, the court takes into
account the convicted person’s behavior, his/
her attitude to study and work during the entire
period of serving his/her sentence, including
the person’s desire to participate in special op-
erations officially declared by the Russian Fed-
eration, including military ones, as well as the
conclusion of the administration about the ex-
pediency of his/her conditional early release [4,
p. 154]. Such a proposal highlights the possibil-
ity of including this type of release from serv-
ing a sentence in a sub-type of conditional early
release from serving a sentence.

Prior to the entry into force of Article 80.2
of the Criminal Code, judicial practice also ap-
plied Article 80.1 and released participants of
the SVO due to a change in the situation. Thus,
the Judicial Board for Military Personnel of the
Supreme Court of the Russian Federation in
the case of V.A. Ustinov sentenced to two-year
deprivation of liberty in a penal colony under
Part 5 of Article 264 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation (violation of traffic rules by
a person driving a car, resulting in the death of
two persons by negligence), issued a cassa-
tion ruling of June 28, 2023 in the case of No.
225-UD23-8-K10 about the release of V.A. Usti-
nov from punishment under Article 80.1 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, that
is, in connection with a change in the situation.
It was taken into account that V.A. Ustinov had
compensated the victims in full, done his mili-
tary service in the Special Military Operation
and been positively characterized by the com-
mand of the military unit.

Unfortunately, the law does not regulate
cases of violation of the conditions of release
under Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the
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Russian Federation and evasion from military
service. There are no legal consequences of
this evasion and no mechanism for returning to
the stage of punishment implementation. In ad-
dition, the norms of Article 80.2 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation do not specify
which type of punishment a convicted person is
exempt from or whether this article applies to all
types of punishment [11, p. 77].

The condition for final release from further
serving of the sentence is the occurrence of
the events mentioned in paragraphs “a”, “b” of
Part 2 of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation (conscientious fulfillment
of the duties of a serviceman, including com-
mitting a heroic act for which he is awarded a
state award). Criminal and penal legislation do
not establish any other conditions related to
the behavior of a convicted person. It is worth
mentioning that in case of non-compliance with
the requirements provided for in Part 2 of Ar-
ticle 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation, release from serving a sentence is
canceled, and, accordingly, the remaining un-
served part of the sentence is subject to execu-
tion. By the way, similar provisions related to the
cancellation of parole are provided for in Article
79 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion. Thus, release from punishment in con-
nection with military service during the period
of mobilization, martial law or in wartime, by its
legal nature, may be a special sub-type of con-
ditional early release from serving a sentence
[12, p. 42].

According to Part 2 of Article 80.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, a per-
son conditionally released from punishment in
accordance with Part 1 of Article 80.2 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation is re-
leased from punishment, first, from the day of
getting a state award received during military
service, and second, from the day of discharge
from military service on the grounds provided
for in paragraphs “a”, “b” or “0” of Paragraph
1 of Article 51 of the Federal Law No. 53-FZ of
March 28, 1998 “On Military Duty and Military
Service” (dismissal from military service upon
reaching the age limit, for health reasons and
upon completion of mobilization measures, lift-
ing of martial law or end of wartime). The same
conditions are provided for the repayment of a

criminal record in accordance with Part 3.1 of
Article 86 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation.

A state award should be included in the list
of awards approved by the Decree of the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation No. 1099 of
September 7, 2010 “On measures to improve
the state award system of the Russian Federa-
tion”. In addition, the convicted person must be
awarded a state award during military service in
wartime, during mobilization or martial law. At
the same time, the very moment of awarding a
state award can take place both during military
service and after its completion. Accordingly, a
soldier awarded a state award, in accordance
with paragraph “a” of Part 2 of Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation,
is exempt from serving a criminal sentence re-
gardless of the end of wartime, martial law or
mobilization.

Analyzing various situations and judicial
practice, it is impossible to exclude situations
when a person was convicted and sentenced to
serve his sentence in a general regime correc-
tional facility, for example, in February 2024. In
April of the same year, this convict signed a con-
tract for military service in the Armed Forces of
the Russian Federation and participated in the
special military operation. Two months later, in
June 2024, this convict committed a new crime,
for which he was detained and placed in the
pre-trial detention center, where he remained
until trial. In August 2024 it was documented
that the convict was awarded a state award for
a feat performed in May 2024. The court was
to make a decision and pass a sentence in No-
vember 2024. The question arises, whether
there is a recurrence of crimes and a criminal
record for the first crime can be expunged.

According to Article 18 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation, recidivism is the
commission of an intentional crime by a person
with a criminal record for a previously commit-
ted intentional crime. But, according to Part 3.1
of Article 86 of the Criminal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, in respect of a person with a
criminal record who was called up for military
service in the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation during mobilization or wartime or
who concluded a contract for military service
in the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation
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during mobilization, martial law or wartime, the
criminal record is extinguished from the date of
awarding a state award, received during military
service. In accordance with Part 1 of Article 10
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation,
a criminal law that eliminates the criminality of
an act, mitigates punishment or otherwise im-
proves the situation of a convict is retroactive,
that is, it applies to persons who have com-
mitted the relevant acts before the entry into
force of such a law, including persons serving
a sentence or who have served a sentence but
have a criminal record. It seems that the law is
also recognized as improving the situation of a
person who has committed a crime in another
way, in particular, mitigating the conditions for
exemption from criminal liability or punishment,
reducing the time for repayment or removal of a
criminal record. Therefore, the criminal record
of this person is cancelled and, accordingly, all
legal consequences related to the criminal re-
cord are annulled. In this regard, in the above
case, recidivism of crimes should also not be
taken into account when sentencing.

As for release from serving a sentence in
connection with discharge from military ser-
vice, the Federal Law No. 53-FZ of March 28,
1998 “On Military Duty and Military Service”
establishes different service terms for persons
serving conscription or contract military ser-
vice. In this regard, it is necessary to establish a
ratio of the length of service, the period of war-
time, martial law or mobilization, the category
of crime, as well as the term of criminal punish-
ment. According to Article 38 of this law, the
service term of a conscript soldier is 12 months,
a contract soldier — 2, 3, and 5 years. Enlistment
(2, 3 or 5 years) may be limited by the age limit
of the serviceman. Nevertheless, the law does
not set a deadline for concluding a contract for
military service in the Armed Forces of the Rus-
sian Federation.

It is also necessary to take into account that
the term of punishment imposed by the court
may be either longer or shorter than the term
of service and the specified circumstances. In
this regard, if the term of military service of a
contractor is less than the term of the sentence
imposed by the court, the release from serv-
ing a sentence of persons who have completed
military service and do not want to conclude a
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contract or extend it should be carried out tak-
ing into account the nature and degree of pub-
lic danger of the crime and the personality of
a convicted person. Therefore, the court may
decide on granting full release from serving
the sentence or imposing execution of the un-
served part of the sentence.

It seems that, if meeting the criteria provided
for in paragraph “b” of Part 2 of Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation,
a soldier released from serving a suspended
sentence may be released in full if the sentence
imposed by the court ends during martial law,
wartime or mobilization, as well as before the
end of his term of service or contract, since
conditional release implies the refusal to ac-
tually serve the sentence of the remaining un-
served part of the sentence.

Conclusion

Thus, having analyzed judicial practice and
theoretical research in the field of application of
the norm on release from punishment in con-
nection with military service during the period
of mobilization, martial law or in wartime (Ar-
ticle 80.2 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation), we came to a conclusion about the
necessity of supplementing Article 80.2 with a
condition that repeated release from serving
a sentence in accordance with Article 80.2 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation or
exemption from criminal liability in accordance
with Article 78.1 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation is decided at the discretion
of the court based on the circumstances of the
newly committed crime and taking into account
the identity of a perpetrator. We find it important
toinclude crimes fixed in Article 295 (encroach-
ment on the life of a person carrying out justice
or preliminary investigation) and Article 317 of
the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
(encroachment on the life of a law enforcement
officer) in the list of crimes that exclude the ap-
plication of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation and are specified in
Part 1 of Article 78.1 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation. We propose the following
wording of Article 80.2 of the Criminal Code of
the Russian Federation: “Release from serving
a sentence in connection with the conscien-
tious performance of military duties during mo-
bilization, martial law or wartime”.
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Abstract

Introduction: the interest of the modern academic environment and the
scientific community in the analysis of issues related to the evolution of the
legislative framework governing the execution of criminal penalties in relation to
women does not lose its relevance. In this regard, the purpose of this study is to
analyze the evolution of legislative processes of domestic legal thought in the XVI-
XIX centuries in the field of execution of criminal penalties among women based
on a set of diverse empirical data, including legal sources and materials published
in research papers. Methods: this study was conducted using the methods of
scientific knowledge, including historical, comparative analysis, logical, etc. The
author analyzed a number of legislative acts of the period under study related
to the functioning of the domestic penitentiary system. Results: the conducted
study shows that for a long time the domestic penal policy providing for punitive
measures for the commission of illegal acts had not differentiated liability of men
and women. What is more, during the period under review, the types of execution
of penalties applied by the state to female offenders were influenced by their
social and marital status. Conclusion: the processes of legislative regulation of
the execution of criminal penalties in relation to female persons were caused by
the need to improve the policy aimed at effective achievement of the criminal
punishment goals in relation to this category of convicts. At the same time,
progressive legislative ideas in the area under consideration were introduced
into practice extremely slowly in the conditions of tsarist Russia throughout the
analyzed period. As a result of these legislative approaches, female persons were
kept in rather hazardous conditions, complicated due to the extreme population
density of prison institutions.
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Introduction

The problem studied in this work does not
lose its scientific significance. In particular, the
history of formation of the legislative frame-
work for the enforcement of criminal penalties
against women is of interest to specialists in pe-
nal law and other domestic researchers.

Active and comprehensive study of the exe-
cution of criminal penalties in relation to women
conducted by foreign researchers at the turn of
the XVIII-XIX centuries encouraged other sci-
entists and practitioners around the world to
discuss this issue. In Russia, this scientific di-
rection emerged only in the XIX century, since
there had been no legislative differences be-
tween men and women as subjects of penal re-
lations in our country for centuries.

Discussion

Imposition of criminal liability measures on
women was initially fixed in Russkaya Pravda
[Russian Truth], as well as the Pskov Judicial
Charter. These legislative documents list mea-
sures that criminalize women, including “on the
flow and looting, monetary, sale and monetary
punishment, prescribing the community to ex-
tradite a criminal who committed robbery-relat-
ed homicide with his wife and children, etc.” [1,
p. 61]. As arule, in the case of these illegal acts
women were imprisoned in a monastery. For
many centuries, these religious communities,
in addition to their main role as monasteries for
the sake of serving God, were also assigned the
duty to perform the functions of prison institu-
tions.

Itis also important to note that “in pre-Petrine
times, the right to be imprisoned in monastic
prisons belonged to the tsar, the patriarch and
the metropolitans, but in the XVIII century most
of those arrested were exiled to the monastery
by order of the secret investigation department
of the chancellery, and since 1835 by the High-
est command” [2, p. 35]. At the same time, fe-
male persons exiled to monasteries had a num-
ber of privileges, in particular, they were kept
in special cells. They were closely supervised
by nuns assigned to them. It should be noted
that monasteries were located in most Russian
regions, including Moscow, Vladimir, Perm,

Tver and a number of other Russian provinces.
However, it was not much easier for women to
serve their sentences in monasteries than for
male prisoners, since the conditions of serving
their sentences, including food and labor du-
ties, were equal for any gender. By exiling fe-
male convicts to monasteries, the authorities
pursued punishment goals to bring to justice
those responsible for committing various kinds
of illegal acts.

Moreover, female offenders were also held
in prisons, which had been established in the
Russian state since the reign of Tsar Ivan IV (the
Terrible). It is worth mentioning that exile to a
monastery was the main type of criminal pun-
ishment applied to women. Burning and impris-
onment in an earthen prison were also fixed in
local regulations and therefore they were ap-
plied to women accused of committing state or
religious illegal acts, including for committing
witchcraft [3, p.120].

Briefly describing the places of execution of
criminal punishments, it should be noted that
the prisons of that period were stone and se-
cure. Imprisonment as a type of criminal pun-
ishment was fixed in the 1550 Judicial Code
of lvan IV, a collection of legislative acts of the
period of the estate monarchy. It was the first
ever normative legal act, not only of written law,
but also of a peculiar technique for the imple-
mentation and organization of trials. The issues
of imprisonment were regulated in great detail
by this monument of Russian law. In particu-
lar, the 1550 Judicial Code contained key as-
pects of criminal penalties as types of illegal
activities. The fact that in the middle of the XVI
century, legislators began to devote special
attention to the issue of mandatory imprison-
ment for perpetrators is a clear indication that
this type of criminal punishment was consid-
ered by legislators as an integral element of
the fight against crime in the Russian state
[4, p. 119].

In the XVI-XVII centuries, the centralization
of the Russian state was in full swing. This pro-
cess was reflected “in strengthening the posi-
tion of the state apparatus; at the same time,
the changing state life gradually transformed
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Russian law” [5, p. 35]. At the same time, there
is a “priority relationship between customary
law and legislation, and by the beginning of the
17th century the main sources of law had been
decrees and collections of laws” [6, p.118]. It is
also noteworthy the 1649 Cathedral Code was
the first document that stipulated the applica-
tion of a death penalty in relation to women.
According to Article 14 of Chapter 22, a wife
who killed her husband was to be publicly bur-
ied alive in the ground up to her shoulders. It is
worth mentioning that until the sentence was
carried out, women accused of murdering
their husbands were held in prisons. This leg-
islative act, among other things, provided for
a special privilege for accused and sentenced
women who were pregnant — the postpone-
ment of execution until their child was born
[7, p. 35].

Peter | tried to regulate the system of execu-
tion of criminal penalties. The Military Article
of 1715, being the main legislative collection
on military criminal legislation of that time, in-
cluded 209 articles combined into 24 chap-
ters. This legislative act established a number
of new types of execution of criminal penal-
ties, such as exile and penal servitude, which
were often used instead of the death penalty
[8, p. 155].

Ya.l. Foinitskii, the brightest Russian prison
scholar of the pre-revolutionary period, wrote in
his scientific research on the execution of crimi-
nal penalties that “poverty, hunger and disease
prevailed in prisons of that period, prisoners
tried to escape from them, they were not distrib-
uted by age, type of crime, or even by gender”.
[9, p. 211]. Sometimes there were even cases
where males were shackled together with other
women, not their own wives, which in turn led
to unwanted pregnancies. N.S. Tagantsey, the
largest Russian criminologist, also wrote about
such unfavorable conditions of execution of
punishment in Russian prisons [10, p. 182].

Female convicts were actively attracted to
labor during the reign of Peter the Great. In
the 18th century, penal servitude was also ap-
plied to women. For example, the imposition
of punishment in the form of exile or hard labor
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provided an opportunity to use women’s labor
even more intensively. According to Russian
researchers, “penal servitude was established
for a certain period or for life, and in addition
to men, women’s labor was also used dur-
ing the period under review, and women, as
a rule, worked in specially created spinning
houses” [11, p. 182].The authorities also sought
to reduce all available costs, including reduc-
ing any costs and expenses in the process of
holding prisoners in places of detention. For
example, the authorities tried in every possible
way to pay salaries to prisoners and even re-
ceive taxes from exiles to replenish the Russian
treasury.

Analyzing the formation of legislative regula-
tion of the execution of criminal punishments
against women, it should be pointed out that
during the reign of Empress Elizabeth, sig-
nificant changes affected such a measure of
punishment as the use of the death penalty. In
1744, the execution of the death penalty was
suspended and the decision on the applica-
tion of this sentence was granted to the Sen-
ate [12, p. 73]. From 1753 to 1754, the death
penalty was replaced by imprisonment and ex-
ile. The decree of Elizabeth in 1753 differenti-
ated eternal settlement and exile. At the same
time, this type of punishment, such as eternal
settlement, was accompanied by the need to
perform compulsory work. By the decree of
Elizabeth in 1760, criminal offenders were ex-
iled only to Siberia. At the same time, the issue
of joint detention of men and women was be-
coming extremely relevant, therefore, in order
to “reduce immorality in the sexual sphere, the
decree of the Senate of February 21, 1744 im-
posed a ban on the joint detention of men and
women, but special prisons for women began to
be built only in the late XIX and early XX century”
[13, p. 201].

During the reign of Catherine Il, legal regula-
tion of the execution of criminal penalties, such
as penal servitude and exile, developed further.
This was facilitated by the decree of Catherine
Il of 1765 “On the right of landlords to send
peasants out of favor to hard labor”, according
to which they received the right to impose pe-
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nal servitude on guilty serfs” [14, p. 502]. It is
noteworthy that in accordance with the “provi-
sions of the Decree of Catherine Il of January
17, 1765, landlords were also given the right to
send their serfs to hard labor without specifying
their gender” [15, p. 85]. Anumber of other leg-
islative decisions infringed on the rights of the
common people. On August 22, 1767, “a decree
was issued prohibiting serfs from complaining
about landowners, and in 1775, another harsh
decree of Catherine Il granted landlords the
right to imprison serfs, including women” [16, p.
207]. The analysis of the listed sources shows
that at the end of the XVIII century it was not so
much the nature and severity of the illegal acts
committed, but the state’s need for free labor
that began to determine the places where con-
victs served criminal sentences, regardless of
their gender and the criminal offenses commit-
ted.

Besides, we would like to point out that ideas
about the need for separate detention of wom-
en and men in penitentiary institutions were ac-
tively developed with the adoption of the 1787
Charter on Prisons. Significant attention was
paid to various issues of external and internal
arrangement of penitentiary institutions, their
sanitary and hygienic services and rules for the
maintenance of persons serving sentences.
This document also provided for separate de-
tention of male and female convicts in peni-
tentiary institutions, as well as establishment
of special female penitentiary institutions [17,
p. 75]. According to this regulatory legal act,
county and city prison institutions were to have
facilities for separate detention of women and
men.

However, it took almost fifty years for the
majority of transformations of the penitentiary
system conceived by Catherine Il to be car-
ried out and only “The 1831 Instructions to the
Caretaker of the Provincial Prison Castle” [18,
p. 475] normatively fixed the need for sepa-
rate detention of prisoners of different sexes
in prisons. For example, Article 33 of this legal
act specified personalized detention. The spe-
cifics of the contingent held in this institution
necessitated the use of various approaches

and techniques for the treatment of mental and
other physical illnesses and health disorders. In
this regard, the prison castle had a hospital with
departments for men and women. And if the ar-
rested were to be hospitalized from their cells,
then this could only be done with the consent
and permission of the assistant caretaker of the
men’s part or the caretaker of the women’s half
of this institution.

However, the legislative norms of that period
Russia did not imply gender-related differen-
tiation of the conditions of serving sentences,
there were only some individual, almost insig-
nificant privileges. So, in accordance with “Arti-
cle 89 of the 1832 Statute on Detainees, women
were excluded from the category of prisoners
who shaved one of the halves of their heads”
[19, p.85]. According to the 1845 Code of Crimi-
nal and Correctional Punishments, “for female
prisoners hard labor in mines was replaced by
less heavy work in factories” [20, p. 12].

What is more, “in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Law of April 17, 1863, female prison-
ers were not subjected to corporal punishment;
and in relation to exiled women, these punish-
ments were abolished on March 29, 1893” [21,
p. 50]. According to the “law on compulsory
labor for all categories of prisoners of Janu-
ary 6, 1886, female labor was limited only to
intra-prison work” [22, p. 130]. In particular,
the legislators “took into account the condition
of convicted women serving their sentences,
since Article 182 of the 1890 Statute on De-
tainees recommended providing pregnant and
nursing mothers with separate rooms” [23,
p. 1,411]. According to Article 970 of the 1864
Statute of Criminal Procedure, pregnant con-
victs should be released from work and nurs-
ing mothers should be given light work. In their
efforts to keep pace with European countries,
the Russian authorities took very decisive and
advanced actions for that time to ensure the re-
gime of female prisoners.

However, in reality, special penitentiary in-
stitutions for women were seldom built in order
to avoid high additional costs. Along with this,
such an approach also caused even greater
hatred towards employees of penitentiary in-
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stitutions who did not respond sufficiently to
problematic situations in places of serving sen-
tences [24, p. 31]. In the pre-revolutionary pe-
riod, the role of the 1857 Statute on Detainees
(as amended in 1886 and 1890) was very signif-
icant in penal institutions [25, p.85]. Its impact
on the state penitentiary policy of the Russian
Empire is difficult to assess. However, the pro-
visions on separating female and male convicts
had not been implemented in practice for many
years.

The processes of humanizing the situa-
tion of women in prison were hindered by dif-
ficulties in organizing their work. First of all, the
employment of women in places of detention
required serious financial costs on the part of
the state. It is quite obvious that the involve-
ment of women in labor relations in places of
detention would have had a significant impact
on the optimization of their detention. However,
the government was not interested in financing
the construction of enterprises, the purchase
of equipment for workshops and raw materials,
and the training of prisoners in various neces-
sary labor skills. Thus, until almost the end of
the XIX century, the state did not seek to move
from implementing only punitive functions in
places of detention to organizing measures
of educational and labor influence on female
prisoners.

In the middle of the XIX century, many pro-
gressive foreign experts sought to build a sys-
tem of punishment based on the principles of
humanism and legality. They held a number of
international congresses with the participation
of the most renowned experts in the field of
prison studies. These foreign experts, in turn,
suggested introducing significant amendments
to the penitentiary system in order not to sup-
press the personality of female prisoners. In
the domestic penitentiary policy of that period,
there was a strong lag behind progressive ideas
of European countries. The Russian authorities
did not seek to study the positive foreign expe-
rience in prison reform.

As a result, the inertia of the legislative
regulation under consideration led to the fact
that in the institutions of the Russian peniten-
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tiary system of the pre-revolutionary period,
women serving criminal sentences were held
in an environment that could not withstand any
criticism. Prisons were overcrowded and char-
acterized by poor sanitation and insufficient
medical care. The lack of separate detention of
women and men in the penitentiary institutions
led to the use of shackles, pads, and slingshots
in relation to female prisoners.

However, in the second half of the XIX cen-
tury, capitalism began to develop in Russia, de-
stroying the feudal and estate order. This trend
became a dominant one for the entire subse-
quent evolution of both the country and the
penitentiary system. Feudal relations became
a significant obstacle and a serious barrier to
building up and increasing production capac-
ity, thereby contributing to Russia’s significant
lag behind European countries. And therefore,
having abolished serfdom, the country began
to rapidly develop capitalist relations, while
adapting the entire state and legal mechanism
to the new conditions. The penitentiary system,
which had previously been functioning in accor-
dance with the principles of class status, also
did not stand aside. However, the budget defi-
cit, bureaucracy, and the excessive occupancy
of penitentiary institutions that arose after the
abolition of serfdom did not contribute to rapid
prison reform. Only at the end of the XIX cen-
tury, the influence of foreign legal penitentiary
views and teachings contributed to the gradual
reformation of domestic penal legislation.

Conclusion

Thus, the following conclusions can be
made.

First, the situation of female prisoners in pre-
revolutionary prisons was extremely difficult,
since for a long time the Russian penal policy
focused on the application of punitive measures
had not distinguished between certain types
of liability for men and women. In particular,
secular and ecclesiastical legislative measures
providing for the types of execution of criminal
penalties had also not differed by gender for a
long time.

Second, progressive legislative ideas in this
area were introduced into practice extremely
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slowly in tsarist Russia. As a result of such leg-
islative approaches, in most institutions of the
Russian penitentiary system, female persons
serving criminal sentences were held in an en-
vironment that did not stand up to any criticism.
Despite a number of legislative measures taken
to improve their detention in penitentiary insti-
tutions, legislative initiatives may have diverged
from reality. In most cases, the types of penal-
ties that the state applied to female perpetra-
tors of crimes were influenced by their social
status and marital status.

Third, the study of the issue under consider-
ation allows us to assert that there are various
causes and conditions that led to significant
inertia in legislative changes aimed at human-
izing the legal status of female convicts. For
example, until the abolition of serfdom and
subsequent Russian penitentiary reforms in
the second half of the XIX century, the practice
of implementing domestic criminal law legis-
lation in relation to women indicates that the
authorities had no desire to get rid of the foun-
dations of the feudal state system, which had
long been a priority in the Russian Empire. And
even despite the fact that in the process of re-
viving domestic and foreign policy since the
time of Peter the Great, as well as the country’s
rise to a number of leading positions in the in-
ternational arena, over the years the country
had experienced a significant lag in improving

[l REFERENCES

the standards of enforcement of penal legisla-
tion regulating the status of women. It is for this
reason that prison reform, including those af-
fecting the execution of sentences by women,
became possible only with the abolition of serf-
dom and the organization of the Main Prison
Department.

Fourth, the end of the XIX century actually
marked the beginning of public and state at-
tention to the development of the legal status
of female prisoners. The centuries-old period
of absolute monarchy was coming to an end.
The state sought to regulate all spheres of life,
adopting a wide variety of legislative acts, in-
cluding legal norms in this area.

Fifth, in general, the analysis of genesis of
the penal legislation improvement in relation
to female detainees, which took place dur-
ing the historical period under review, clear-
ly illustrates the evolution of domestic penal
policy, the formation of legal penal theoretical
provisions, as well as their implementation in
practice.

Sixth, it is possible that a number of results,
provisions and key conclusions proposed in this
paper will attract the attention of representa-
tives of scientific and educational organizations
of the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia
who are interested in the issues outlined in this
paper and will be used by them in their profes-
sional activities.
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Abstract

Introduction: the article describes the history of forced feeding of persons
held in penitentiary institutions in Russia, namely those serving imprisonment
and arrested before trial for crimes committed. Purpose: to determine when and
why hunger strikes of convicts and detainees appeared in our country; how the
Russian state reacted to such hunger strikes before the 1917 revolution; whether
forced feeding of persons held in penitentiary institutions was used during the
Soviet period. Methods: the main provisions of the article are based on the study
of pre-revolutionary, Soviet and modern normative legal acts, works of legal
scholars and historians, as well as memoirs of convicts. Results: hunger strikes
of persons held in penitentiary institutions appeared as a social phenomenon in
Russia in the first half of the XIX century. In pre-revolutionary Russia, there was no
legislative regulation of the procedure for the actions of employees of penitentiary
institutions in the event of a hunger strike by persons held in them. Cases of forced
feeding in order to save the lives of starving people in the early XX century were
juxtaposed with situations where the prison administration deliberately allowed
prisoners to die of hunger. The practice of using forced feeding against people
on a hunger strike in a penitentiary institution took place during the Soviet period.
However, the legislative consolidation of the possibility of using forced nutrition
and the establishment of the permissibility of such intervention in the event of an
immediate threat to the life of a person on hunger strike occurred in the 1990s.
Conclusion: the forced feeding of persons held in Russian penitentiary institutions
has deep historical roots. Having been applied in the conditions of complete
absence of regulation, forced feeding gradually gained its consolidation at the
legislative level.
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of using forced feeding against persons sen-

Part 4 of Article 101 of the Penal Code of the tenced to imprisonment who refuse to eat in the
Russian Federation stipulates the possibility event of a threat to their lives. Similar provisions
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are contained in Article 42 of the Federal Law
No. 103-FZ of July 15, 1995 “On the Detention
of Suspects and Those Accused of Committing
Crimes”. These norms, which were first con-
solidated at the legislative level in the 1990s,
represent a response of the domestic legislator
to hunger strikes of convicts, i.e. to a deliber-
ate refusal of such persons from eating, which
could eventually lead to their death.

At the same time, it seems obvious that the
problem of prison hunger strikes has not arisen
over night, and previous generations of domes-
tic legislators and law enforcement officers al-
ready had to decide for themselves whether to
save the lives of people being on a hunger strike
by applying forced feeding to them. Therefore,
it would be interesting to find answers to a
number of questions. When and why did hun-
ger strikes of convicts and detainees appear in
our country? How did the Russian state react to
such hunger strikes before the 1917 revolution?
Was forced feeding of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions used during the Soviet period?

Methodology

Since this article is devoted to the study of
historical experience of the use of forced feed-
ing of persons held in penitentiary institutions
in Russia, its main provisions are based on the
study of pre-revolutionary, Soviet and modern
normative legal acts, works of legal scholars
and historians. A special place among sources
of this article is occupied by the five-volume
work of M.N. Gernet “History of the tsar pris-
on”, a fundamental work that is unanimously
recognized in Russian science as the most
comprehensive study of the pre—revolutionary
penitentiary system ever published by Rus-
sian scientists [1, p. 5]. What is more, memoirs
of convicts and detainees were considered to
study the practice of forced feeding in pre-rev-
olutionary and Soviet Russia.

Research

Hunger strikes of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions: origin of the problem

As M.N. Gernet notes, the first collective
prison hunger strike in Russian history was
launched in 1827 in Siberia, at the Blagodatsky
mine, by exiled convicts-Decembrists. The
hunger strike lasted only two days and ended
with a “complete victory for the prisoners” who

opposed the mine head’s decision to deprive
convicts of candles and the right to a communal
lunch [2, p. 176]. Prison hunger strikes spread
in Russia at the end of the end of the XIX cen-
tury due to the changes that took place in the
XIX century in the penitentiary system in gen-
eral and the system of material and household
support for persons held in penitentiary institu-
tions, in particular.

Thus, the first regulatory legal act in the his-
tory of Russia stipulating the supply of food to
the prison population was the Decree of Em-
peror Alexander | of October 26, 1822 “On the
allotment of money from the treasury to feed
prisoners in their places of detention”, accord-
ing to which prisoners were to be provided with
food that met “minimum hygienic requirements
for a diet of a healthy adult” [3, p. 47].

Until the adoption of this decree, the main
source of food for persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions had been citizens’ donations,
which led to a significant gap in the level of
food security between prisoners. For example,
M.N. Gernet notes that the size of alms with
food and money in Moscow prisons allowed
prisoners to be well-fed and “not look like hun-
gry people” [1, p. 306], whereas convicts in the
prison castle of Kamyshlov in the Perm Prov-
ince were “in a bad position, since the food is
poor and when there is no alms, prisoners live
on bread crusts with water” [1, p. 349].

At the same time, even after the adoption
of the 1822 Decree, the nutritional situation of
persons held in penitentiary institutions was still
alarming. N.S. Tagantsev describing in his “Lec-
tures on Russian criminal law” the current state
of prisons referred to the report of the Prison
Board of Trustees for 1857 stating that prison-
ers’ food was “extremely non-nutritious due to
the allotment of money only for bread and cere-
als without meat” [4, p. 1,330].

It seems that the absence of prison hunger
strikes in Russia until 1827 is directly related to
the described state of the country’s peniten-
tiary system. First, the refusal to eat (hunger
strike) as a conscious, purposeful action of a
person held in a penitentiary institution can be
carried out only in the presence of food itself,
which, as shown above, was by no means guar-
anteed to convicts and detainees up to the XIX
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century. Second, in the vast majority of cases, a
person who has declared a hunger strike wants
to oppose himself to the prison authorities and
the state as a whole, whereas by refusing to eat
food received as alms; starving people oppose
themselves not to the prison administration, but
to philanthropists who have decided to spend
their own money on feeding people they do not
personally know. Third, by starting a hunger
strike, the convicted or detained person be-
lieves that, since his/her death is an undesir-
able event for the prison authorities, the prison
administration will respond to his/her demands,
thereby prompting him/her to end the hunger
strike.

Meanwhile, such a logic can hardly be ap-
plied to the relations between the state and per-
sons held in penitentiary institutions until the XIX
century. Thus, an analysis of the provisions of
the 1649 Cathedral Code, which was one of the
most important sources of Russian law up to the
middle of the XIX century, shows that isolation
of criminals was considered the sole purpose
of imprisonment and harsh living conditions of
prisoners were used as a punitive measure [3,
pp. 42-43]. Only the 1845 Code of Criminal and
Correctional Punishments attributed depriva-
tion of liberty to correctional punishments, i.e.
punishments whose main purpose is to correct
convicts, which led to changes in the attitude
towards the material and household provision
of prisoners. It was considered as one of the
conditions for their correction [3, p. 48].

Accordingly, in the XIX century, the state
started considering the death of a person held
in a penitentiary institution not as a collateral
damage when achieving the goal of isolating
such a person from society, but as a circum-
stance hindering the achievement of the goal
of correcting convicts. Itis precisely this stance
of the state in relation to criminal punishment
goals that encouraged convicts and detainees
to use a hunger strike as an effective way to
achieve their goals.

Forced feeding of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions at the end of the XIX century

So, by the end of the XIX century, hunger
strikes of persons held in penitentiary institu-
tions had become a very common phenom-
enon. The use of forced feeding in relation to

2025, vol.

starving people was one of the possible solu-
tions of the problem.

The first case of forced feeding of prisoners
is described in the memoirs of the revolutionary
Feliks Kon who served his sentence in the Nizh-
ny Kariya prison of the Nerchinsk penal colony
in the 1880s. In protest against harsh treatment
of one of the prisoners during her transfer to an-
other prison, a group of women’s prisoninmates
went on a hunger strike demanding dismissal
of the commandant of penal colony Masyukov.
On the ninth day of the hunger strike, one of
the convicts Nadezhda Sigida was subjected to
forced feeding by the decision of the authorities
(in the work of F. Kon, as in many other pre-rev-
olutionary and Soviet works, the term “artificial
feeding” is used, which, however, does not fully
reflect the essence of the phenomenon under
consideration [5, p. 292]). At the same time,
F. Kon notes that “being recently convicted and
therefore less exhausted than others, Sigida
endured a hunger strike better than some oth-
ers” and artificial feeding was applied to her
only so that Sigida, who had been doomed to
a qualified death penalty, in case of death from
hunger strike, would not escape from punish-
ment imposed by the tsarist authorities. Before
the hunger strike, N. Sigida insulted the com-
mandant of the fortress with an action that, in
accordance with Article 288 of the 1845 Code
of Criminal and Correctional Punishments (as
amended of 1866), resulted in the imposition of
capital punishment, i.e. the death penalty, the
specific type of which was determined by the
court when passing the sentence [6].

F. Kon’s version about motives for applying
forced feeding to N. Sigida might seem far-
fetched if it were not for the fact that forced
feeding was not applied to other convicts on
a hunger strike, even after the prison doctor
telegraphed the governor on the 13th day of
the hunger strike about serious concerns for
the women’s condition, on the 14th day — about
gastric ulceration of one of the convicts, and
on the 15th day about possible death of the
convicts in case of delay in their feeding [7,
pp. 20-21]. Moreover, the governor’s response
to the above-mentioned reports from the prison
doctor has reached our days, the text of which
leaves no doubt that the authorities did not in-
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tend to take measures to save the lives of all
starving people, “the administration does not
care whether they eat or not. Continue to do as
ordered” [8, p. 325].

Another case of the use (or rather, attempts
to use) of forced feeding in the historical peri-
od under review can be found in the memoirs
of the revolutionary anarchist P.A. Kropotkin,
who described the lives of persons detained in
the Trubetskoy Bastion Prison of the Peter and
Paul Fortress. According to Kropotkin, the right
to visits once every two weeks “was obtained
due to the 1879 famous hunger strike, during
which some prisoners in the Trubetskoy Bas-
tion Prison refused to take any food for 5-6
days, responding with physical resistance to all
attempts at artificial feeding” [9, p. 70].

Describing the hunger strike in the Tru-
betskoy Bastion Prison, Soviet historian A.V.
Predtechenskii notes that on the fifth day of the
hunger strike, the serf authorities nevertheless
gave the starving a paper to file a complaint ad-
dressed to the chief of the gendarmes, who, ar-
riving at the place of the hunger strike, said the
following, “I deeply regret that you were given
paper so soon and not forced to starve until you
started eating” [10, p. 91].

The quoted words of the chief of gendarmes
show that, as in the case of the hunger strike
at the Nerchinsk penal colony, the purpose of
using forced feeding was not to save the lives
of persons held in penitentiary institutions. The
leadership of the fortress tried to use forced
feeding in order to quell detainees’ rebellion.
However, after they failed, they allowed con-
victs to file a complaint to higher authorities.

Forced feeding of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions at the beginning of the XX cen-
tury

Up to the beginning of the XX century, the
problem of hunger strikes of persons held in
penitentiary institutions, although it was gain-
ing more and more coverage, was not regula-
tory fixed.

The circular of the Main Prison Administra-
tion No. 13 “On the duties of prison adminis-
tration officials in relation to voluntarily starv-
ing prisoners”, published in the journal Prison
Bulletin as of May 1908 can be considered the
first official document reflecting the authorities’

reaction to this problem [11, p. 403]. In this cir-
cular, the General Prison Administration (GTU)
provides an answer to the question of “whether
prison administration officials are liable for an
illness or a death of a prisoner, which has oc-
curred as a result of the latter’s voluntary hun-
ger strike caused by dissatisfaction with his/her
demands”.

The GTU’s answer to the above question
consists of two parts (theses), however, Soviet
literature refers exclusively to the first part of
this circular, “in view of the fact that the pris-
oner’s refusal to eat is an act of a completely
voluntary nature and cannot be prevented by
measures depending on the prison authorities,
the latter cannot be held responsible for the
consequences of such a refusal, even if it is the
death of the prisoner”.

Quoting exclusively the above-mentioned
part of the circular, the Soviet authors conclud-
ed that “by this decree, the local prison admin-
istration was authorized to ignore the prisoners’
decision to go on hunger strike” [8, pp. 32-33],
calling the circular “a soulless piece of paper
that sealed the fate of hundreds of young lives”
[11, p. 30].

Meanwhile, the analysis of the circular shows
that the content of the explanation given in it is
by no means as unambiguous as it might seem
at first glance. The second part of the docu-
ment under consideration states that “if, how-
ever, there are signs of serious illness or ex-
treme exhaustion in a starving prisoner, the
prison administration is obliged to take mea-
sures to provide him/her with the necessary
medical care”. Despite the 1908 GTU Circular
absolved the prison administration of respon-
sibility for the death of a prisoner as a result of
a hunger strike, the document obliged them to
provide medical care to a starving person. So,
it allowed the use of forced feeding in relation
of against such a person. In this regard, it is
by no means accidental that after the publica-
tion of this circular, cases of forced feeding in
relation to persons held in penitentiary institu-
tions in order to save their lives were observed
in Russia. So, in October 1912, four convicts,
F. Andreev, I. ltunin, S. I’inskii and D. Takhcho-
glo, were placed in the punishment cell of the
Zerentui prison of the Nerchinsk penal colony
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for failure to comply with the requirement to re-
move their caps. They went on hunger strike in
protest against the regime applied to them. On
the 11th day of the hunger strike, artificial feed-
ing was applied in relation to ltunin and Andreev
upon examination of the doctor I.A. Pakholkov,
while two other convicts continued their hun-
ger strike. S. II'inskii was on hunger strike for 31
days [12, p. 198].

In 1912, four convicts held in the Orel penal
colony also went on a hunger strike to protest
their placement in a punishment cell. After 16
days of the hunger strike, the prison adminis-
tration, at the request of a doctor, hospitalized
all hunger strikers and “the convicts’ lives were
supported against their will with nutritional en-
emas” [13, p. 295].

In these two cases of forced feeding in re-
lation to convicts, forced feeding was used at
the request of a doctor at a time when the con-
tinuation of a hunger strike carried a real threat
of death. It brings the described situations
as close as possible to modern regulation of
forced feeding of convicts in the Penal Code of
the Russian Federation.

Meanwhile, as noted above, the 1908 GTU
circular contained an internal contradiction: by
imposing on the prison administration the ob-
ligation to provide medical care to persons on
a hunger strike, it simultaneously absolved the
prison authorities of responsibility for the death
of a prisoner resulting from failure to provide
such assistance. In this regard, this circular
could serve as a justification for the non-use
of forced feeding as a measure to save the
life of a person held in a penitentiary institu-
tion who found himself on the verge of life and
death. For example, in July 1911, in the same
Orel penal colony, sailor Nikolai Simonenko, a
participant in the Sevastopol Uprising of 1905,
“starved himself to death” [13, pp. 147, 303]; a
year later, in August 1912, his comrade sailor
Ivan Pis’menchuk died as a result of a thirty-
day hunger strike in the punishment cell of the
Schlisselburg fortress [13, p. 148].

Thus, it can be concluded that at the begin-
ning of the XX century in the Russian Empire
the actions of employees of penitentiary insti-
tutions in the event of a hunger strike were not
legally regulated. The only official document
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addressing this issue, the 1908 Circular of the
General Prison Administration, contained an
internal contradiction, since it simultaneously
imposed on the prison administration the ob-
ligation to provide medical care to persons on
hunger strike and absolved it of responsibility
for death resulting from such a hunger strike.
In this regard, the practice of prison authori-
ties responding to hunger strikes organized by
persons held in penitentiary institutions at the
beginning of the XX century was not uniform:
cases of forced feeding in order to save the life
of a starving person were juxtaposed with situ-
ations where the prison administration deliber-
ately allowed the death of a prisoner as a result
of a hunger strike.

Forced feeding of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions in Soviet Russia

In the early years of Soviet rule, the prob-
lem of hunger strikes in penitentiary institu-
tions was inferior in importance to the problem
of insufficient food supply in such institutions.
It is no coincidence that one of the first acts
of the Soviet government in the field of penal
law was the Decree of the Council of People’s
Commissars of the RSFSR of January 23,
1918 “On improving food in Petrograd pris-
ons”, stipulating emergency measures to im-
mediately improve the food supply situation in
Petrograd prisons, as well as to transfer some
convicts and detainees to provincial prisons
[14, p. 41].

However, as the situation in the country be-
came stabilized, the problem of prison hunger
strikes again took on a significant scale. Thus,
on November 25, 1925, the NKVD and the NKJ
of the USSR issued a joint circular “On taking
measures to eliminate hunger strikes in places
of detention”, in which prosecutors and inspec-
tors of places of detention were instructed to
take measures aimed at strengthening the rule
of law in penitentiary institutions (to regularly
attend places of detention; to promptly notify
detainees of the investigation period extension;
to promptly send complaints from detainees to
the relevant authorities and institutions, etc.). At
the same time, the administrations of places of
detention were forbidden to provide any relief
to persons who had already declared a hunger
strike [15, pp. 142-143].
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The analysis of this circular shows that in the
early years of its existence, the Soviet govern-
ment hoped to completely eradicate the prob-
lem of prison hunger strikes, thereby removing
from the agenda the issue of treatment of per-
sons on hunger strike. However, the Soviet gov-
ernment failed to achieve this goal.

The first regulatory document that formal-
ized the possibility of using forced feeding in
relation to persons on a hunger strike in peni-
tentiary institutions was the Regulation on pris-
ons of the NKVD of the USSR for the detention
of persons under investigation, approved by the
Order of the NKVD of the USSR of July 28, 1939
No. 00859. According to Article 44 of this regu-
lation, if a person in custody declares a hunger
strike, the head of a prison is obliged to imme-
diately transfer him/her to solitary confinement
and report the hunger strike to the investigat-
ing authority, as well as to the prosecutor su-
pervising the prison. In the absence of special
instructions from the prosecutor or the investi-
gating authority within 72 hours, a doctor or an
assistant physician applies measures of forced
(artificial) feeding, carried by order of the pris-
on head [15, p. 176].

The same NKVD order approved the Instruc-
tions for the application of certain articles of the
Regulation on prisons, containing a detailed
explanation of the “artificial feeding technique”
carried out through the esophagus or through
the nose using a special probe. The mouth of
a defendant was opened with a mouth expand-
er, the pharynx was lubricated with a cocaine
solution to avoid coughing and vomiting, after
which a wet probe with a funnel at the free end
was carefully injected into the patient. A doctor
poured warm water into the funnel to wash the
stomach and then a food mass made of meat
broth, milk, raw egg yolks, sugar, oatmeal and
salt [15, p. 206].

It can be concluded that the appointment of
the institution of forced feeding of detainees,
fixed in the Regulations on prisons of the NKVD
of the USSR in 1939, differed from the appoint-
ment of forced feeding in our days. Thus, Ar-
ticle 44 of the Prison Regulations was located in
the Section “Penalties for violations of the pris-
on regime” and assumed that, in the absence
of special instructions from the investigator or

prosecutor, forced feeding would be applied to
all detainees on a hunger strike after three days
from the date of its announcement. At the same
time, in order to make a decision on the start of
forced feeding, it was not necessary to assess
the health status of a starving person, in par-
ticular, to determine whether the continuation
of the hunger strike at the time of the start of
forced feeding posed a threat to his life. Hence,
the main purpose of the use of forced feeding
of persons held in penitentiary institutions in the
historical period under review was not to save
the lives of such persons, but to ensure compli-
ance with the regime of the relevant institution.

As mentioned above, Article 44 of the Reg-
ulation on prisons of the NKVD of the USSR
established for the first time the possibility of
using forced feeding of persons in custody at
the regulatory level: the previous provision, ap-
proved by NKVD Order No. 00112 of March 15,
1937, although it contained some requirements
for the behavior of prison staff in the event of
a hunger strike, did not mention possibilities of
forced feeding. Meanwhile, our research has
shown that the provisions on forced feeding,
first enshrined in the Order of the NKVD of the
USSR No. 00859 of July 28, 1939, were not a
figment of the imagination of the authors of this
document, but a normative consolidation of the
practice already established by that time in So-
viet penitentiary institutions.

For example, the Central Archive of the FSB
of Russia contains a statement of November
8, 1930 filed by S.l. Krause, a technological
engineer arrested in the Industrial Party case,
addressed to the assistant prosecutor of the
RSFSR protesting against detention and inves-
tigative methods. Among other things, Krause
writes about starting a hunger strike on May 11,
1930. The resolution on this statement is the
following: “to offer the head of the prison to ar-
tificially feed Krause if he does not give up his
hunger strike. 8/X1” [16, p. 122].

According to the report of a former employee
of the Directorate of NKVD in the West Siberian
Region B.l. Soifer, in 1938, Sadovskii, a former
employee of the Siberian camp, who had been
on a hunger strike for 105 days, and Landovskii,
an arrested employee of the Siberian Military
District headquarters, who had been on a hun-
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ger strike for 18 days, were subjected to artifi-
cial feeding in a prison hospital [17].

A.l. Solzhenitsyn also wrote in his book “The
Gulag Archipelago” that forced artificial nutri-
tion had been in high demand by 1937. So, ac-
cording to the writer, on the 15th day of the hun-
ger strike, artificial nutrition was applied to a
group of socialists held in the Yaroslavl Central
Prison. It is interesting that the description of
the forced feeding procedure fully corresponds
to the technique of artificial nutrition, which was
later fixed in the order of the NKVD in 1939: “The
mouth is opened with a plate, the gap between
the teeth is widened, and the intestine is insert-
ed. If a person does not swallow, the intestine is
pushed further, and the liquid nutrient solution
enters directly into the esophagus. Then the
stomach is massaged so that the prisoner does
not resort to vomiting” [18, p. 428].

Issues related to forced feeding of persons
held in penitentiary institutions were reflected
in later normative acts of the Soviet period: Or-
der of the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs No.
550 of August 16, 1958 declaring the daily al-
lowance standards for prisoners held in correc-
tional labor camps, colonies and prisons of the
USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs; Instructions
on the regime of detention in pre-trial detention
facilities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs USSR
approved by the Order of the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs of the USSR No. 0470 of September
1, 1972; Regulations on medical care for per-
sons held in correctional labor institutions of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR ap-
proved by the Order of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the RSFSR No. 125 of May 30, 1975;
Instructions on the procedure for preventing
offenses in correctional labor institutions and
pre-trial detention facilities of the USSR Minis-
try of Internal Affairs approved by the Order of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the RSFSR No.
113 of July 23, 1981. These by-laws, as well as
the order of the NKVD of the USSR of July 28,
1939, regulated the procedure for employees
of penitentiary institutions in the event of a hun-
ger strike by persons held in such institutions,
fixed the procedure for forced feeding and the
allowance standards for persons subjected to
such nutrition, but did not directly establish that
forced feeding could be carried out only when
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there was an immediate threat to life of a starv-
ing person [19, p. 27; 20, p. 43].

This circumstance gives grounds for the
conclusion that the provisions on forced feed-
ing that are fixed in Article 42 of the Federal Law
No. 103-FZ of July 15, 1995 “On the Detention
of the Suspected and Accused of Crimes” and
Part 4 of Article 101 of the 1997 Penal Code
of the Russian Federation have opened a new
page in the history of the use of such measures
as forced feeding of persons held in penitentia-
ry institutions in Russia. The legislator fixed the
very possibility of using forced feeding against
people on a hunger strike and clearly estab-
lished that such intervention could be carried
out only if there was a threat to the life of a
starving person.

Conclusions

Hunger strikes of persons held in peniten-
tiary institutions as a social phenomenon ap-
peared in Russia in the first half of the XIX cen-
tury simultaneously with changes in the system
of material and household support for such in-
stitutions and a change in the state’s approach
to the goals of criminal punishment. The first
cases of forced feeding described in the litera-
ture in relation to persons on a hunger strike in
penitentiary institutions can be found as early
as the end of the XIX century, however, saving
the lives of prisoners was not considered at that
time as the main purpose of using this method
of feeding. In pre-revolutionary Russia, there
was no legislative regulation of measures con-
ducted by employees of penitentiary institu-
tions in case of a hunger strike. The only official
document, the the 1908 Circular of the General
Prison Administration, contained an internal
contradiction, since it simultaneously imposed
on the prison administration the obligation to
provide medical assistance to a person on a
hunger strike and absolved it of responsibility
for the death of a prisoner resulting from such
a hunger strike. In this regard, the practice of
prison authorities responding to hunger strikes
of persons held in penitentiary institutions at
the beginning of the XX century was not uni-
form: cases of forced feeding in order to save
the lives of starving people were juxtaposed
with situations where the prison administra-
tion deliberately allowed prisoners to die as a
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result of a hunger strike. The practice of using
forced feeding in relation to people on a hun-
ger strike in a penitentiary institution also took
place during the Soviet period. Since 1939, it
had been reflected in detail in subordinate reg-
ulatory legal acts. Meanwhile, the possibility of
using forced feeding, as well as the establish-
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Abstract

Introduction: the article is devoted to current problems of legal regulation
and organization of the execution of life and long-term imprisonment in modern
conditions. The purpose of the article is to highlight organizational and legal
aspects of the execution of life and long-term imprisonment in the context of
tightening the state’s punitive policy against persons who have committed
qualified crimes of a terrorist nature or organized or participated in armed
rebellion. The methodological basis of the work is formed by general and private
scientific (historical-legal, comparative-legal, descriptive, content analysis)
methods of legal reality cognition. The conclusion is substantiated that nowadays
certain humanization of the execution of life and long-term imprisonment is a
global phenomenon. In this regard, the article substantiates the position that legal
regulation in the considered segment of the state’s punitive policy should provide
for an appropriate organizational and legal mechanism for the initial review of
sentences no later than twenty-five years after their imposition and regular
reviews thereafter. At the same time, legislative criteria and conditions related
to the review of sentences should be sufficiently clear and definite, and those
sentenced to life imprisonment themselves should have the right to know from
the very beginning of serving their sentence what they need to do for a possible
decision on their release and under what conditions such release is possible.
Scientific and practical significance of the work consists in substantiating the
provisions that improving legal regulation of the organization of the execution of
life and long-term imprisonment is possible by applying the following approach:
convicts serve their sentences in strict conditions for the first ten years of
imprisonment and perhaps in single special institutions, and then, depending on
their behavior, they can be transferred to less restrictive conditions and to other
institutions, or are left in special institutions in case of malicious violations of the
established procedure for serving a sentence. Such an approach will require
solving related organizational and legal tasks in the field of developing a network
of special institutions, personnel training and providing other resource support for
their functioning.
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Introduction

Life imprisonment as a form of punishment
has a long history in Russia. The 1903 Criminal
Code provided for both indefinite penal servi-
tude and a term of four to fifteen years. Those
sentenced to penal servitude were held in spe-
cial prisons and worked in harsh conditions
both inside and outside institutions. At the end
of the term of penal servitude, prisoners were
transferred to penal settlements in the relevant
regions (paragraphs 16 and 17) [1]. The dura-
tion of penal servitude was indicated in years
and six months. Those sentenced to indefi-
nite penal servitude had the opportunity to be
transferred to penal settlements after fifteen
years, provided they behaved well. Also, after
ten years of living in the penal settlement, they
might be released if their behavior remained
positive (paragraphs 22 and 23).

During the Soviet period, criminal law did
not provide for life imprisonment. This form of
punishment originated in 1993 as an alternative
to the death penalty. Article 57 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation established a
provision according to which life imprisonment
could be imposed only instead of the death
penalty for particularly serious life-threatening
crimes. The court could apply such a measure
if it considered it possible not to resort to the
death penalty. However, due to the moratorium
on the use of the death penalty, this rule was
not actually used, and life imprisonment began
to be considered as a separate type of punish-
ment for particularly serious crimes against
life, including murder (Article 105), attempt on
the life of a state or public figure (Article 277),
attempt on the life of judges and investigators
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(Article. 295), assault on law enforcement offi-
cers (Article 317), and genocide (Article 357).

Legislative amendments for the execution of
life and long-term imprisonment

Nowadays, the use of life imprisonment as an
independent form of punishment has been sig-
nificantly expanded. Sharing views of modern
scientists that “the composition of the crime ...
is outlined not in a separate paragraph of the
article of the Special Part of the Criminal Code
of the Russian Federation, but in its part” [2, p.
1071, we conclude that this type of punishment
can be applied for thirty-one qualified crimes
provided for in articles 105, 131, 132, 134, 205,
206, 210, 211, 228, 229, 275, 277, 279, 281,
295, 317, 357, 361 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation.

Identification of life imprisonment as a sepa-
rate type of punishment determines its wider
use inreal practice. Nowadays, about two thou-
sand people sentenced to life imprisonment
are being held in places of detention, who are
housed in six institutions for life convicts and
one section for those sentenced to life impris-
onment in a correctional facility [3].

The expanded application of life imprison-
ment to protect the interests of individuals,
society and the state from the most serious
attacks inevitably leads to an increase in the
network of correctional institutions of a spe-
cial regime. It should also be borne in mind that
such a need, along with the growing number of
particularly serious terrorism-related crimes,
war crimes, crimes against the peace and se-
curity of mankind [4], is also conditioned by the
increased powers of judicial authorities, which
can impose this punishment not as an excep-
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tion, but in the usual manner [5]. Thus, chang-
es in legislation have created prerequisites for
more active use of this type of punishment.
Additional places for the detention of convicts
taking into account the specifics of their crimes
and the level of threat they pose to the society
are required.

Currently, the legal framework for the ap-
plication of life imprisonment is already quite
clearly formed, which makes it possible to more
effectively combat the most dangerous attacks
on human life, public and state security. The
tightening of the punitive policy [6] in this direc-
tion is a fully justified response of the state to
the growing wave of violence and terrorism on
the part of not only domestic criminals, but also
international criminal and extremist communi-
ties. At a time when hundreds and thousands of
innocent people are dying, it is inappropriate to
talk about liberalizing punitive policies.

It is important to understand that life impris-
onment should not be perceived as completely
unconditional. Those convicted for such a pe-
riod still have the opportunity to be released. In
almost all developed countries, there is a pro-
cedure for parole after serving a certain time of
punishment. The length of the mandatory pe-
riod to be spent in custody varies from country
to country significantly.

Moreover, there are various conditions of re-
lease: in some countries, these individuals are
first transferred to regular places of punish-
ment, where they are held together with other
categories of convicts, and then they are re-
leased; in others, they are released immedi-
ately and placed under control of the police and
special behavior control authorities.

According to Part 5 of Article 79 of the Crimi-
nal Code of the Russian Federation, a person
serving a life sentence may be released on pa-
role if the court finds that he does not need to
continue serving this sentence and has actu-
ally served at least twenty-five years in prison.
Parole is applied only if the convicted person
has no serious violations of the established
procedure for serving his sentence during the
previous three years. A person who has com-

mitted a new grave or especially grave crime
while serving a life sentence is not subject to
parole.

It should be emphasized that in Russia the
practice of parole in relation of this category
of convicts is practically not applied. In addi-
tion, on January 8, 2025, amendments to the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation came
into force concerning the tightening of the pu-
nitive policy against persons who have com-
mitted qualified terrorism-related crimes or
organized armed rebellion. In particular, the
amendments introduced by the Federal Law
No. 510-FZ of December 28, 2024 “On Amend-
ments to the Criminal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration and the Criminal Procedural Code of
the Russian Federation” to Part 5 of Article 79
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
excluded the possibility of parole for persons
sentenced to life imprisonment for crimes un-
der articles 205, 205.1, 205.3, 205.4, 205.5, 279
and 361 of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation.

Special studies draw attention to the fact
that the provisions of Part 5 of Article 79 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation on pa-
role are rarely applied to persons sentenced
to life imprisonment on other grounds. For ex-
ample, as V.F. Grushin notes, “in Russia, for
reasons that researchers do not understand
people who have already served this term are
denied parole. This provision actualizes the is-
sue of changing judicial practice on parole”
[7, p. 12].

Thus, the process of holding convicted per-
sons in places of deprivation of liberty of this
category will continue indefinitely, which will
necessitate further development of a network
of specialized institutions designed to keep
persons sentenced to life imprisonment.

A forecasted increase in the number of peo-
ple sentenced to life imprisonment requires
the penal system to conduct extensive organi-
zational training and significant management
changes. If the forecasts come true, the peni-
tentiary department will have to build new spe-
cial-regime correctional facilities and solve re-
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lated problems [8], primarily financial ones. This
includes construction of facilities, as well as
providing them with necessary infrastructure,
in particular, security systems (including video
surveillance, fencing, access control), medical
care, nutrition, organization of labor activities
for convicts (if any), as well as arrangement of
staff facilities and organization of their work in
compliance with high security requirements.
The most important organizational and legal di-
rection for the creation of new special regime
institutions will be their high-tech equipment
with surveillance, control, protection, security,
etc. Digital technologies in the field of artificial
intelligence, big data, augmented reality, and
robotics (in the future, even in the field of mind
control of convicts, for example, through virtual
reality implants) [9; 10] are increasingly being
introduced into penitentiary practice.

In turn, the construction of a significant num-
ber of special-regime correctional facilities will
take a lot of time and appropriate resources.
Under these conditions, the Federal Peniten-
tiary Service of Russia will face the need to de-
velop a special program for the deployment of
a correctional facility data system, ensure nec-
essary financial, logistical and personnel sup-
port for its implementation, as well as to make
significant changes and additions to existing
regulatory legal acts, for example, the Concept
for the Development of the Penal System of the
Russian Federation for the Period up to 2030,
etc.

In addition, it will be required to train qualified
personnel: security guards, medical person-
nel, psychologists, social workers, specialists
who are able to effectively work with particu-
larly dangerous criminals serving life sentenc-
es [11]. It will be necessary to work out and
implement new methods of working with this
category of prisoners with regard to the spe-
cifics of their psychological state and poten-
tial danger. It may require a review of existing
organizational regulations and development of
new legal norms governing conditions of serv-
ing sentences in special-regime correctional
facilities.
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Geographical location of new correctional
facilities should be taken into account. Their
construction should be optimal in terms of
transport accessibility, safety and minimizing
risks to the population of the surrounding ar-
eas. Special attention should be paid to the is-
sues of re-socialization of those sentenced to
life imprisonment, although the chances of their
successful reintegration into society are ex-
tremely low. This requires elaboration of special
programs aimed at minimizing recidivism risks
and supporting social adaptation even in con-
ditions of life imprisonment. All these aspects
require effective administrative and managerial
activities on the part of the Federal Penitentiary
Service of Russia, significant financial, person-
nel and other resources. It is also important to
conduct a comprehensive analysis of the exist-
ing practice of working with those sentenced to
life imprisonment in other countries and use the
best international experience.

Alternative approaches to the execution of
life and long-term imprisonment

Nowadays, there are various alternative ap-
proaches to solving this problem related to
changing conditions of serving a sentence of
life imprisonment. It makes sense to turn to for-
eign experience, realizing that its mechanical
transfer to Russian reality is impossible, but the
concept itself deserves attention. We are talk-
ing about the phased serving of life sentences
in various institutions, where it is expected that
the conditions of isolation and restrictions for
this group of convicts will gradually be eased.
Those sentenced to life imprisonment, as a
rule, spend a certain period in specialized insti-
tutions (the duration of this period varies), after
which they are transferred to ordinary correc-
tional institutions. There they are held together
with other convicts, but some legal restrictions
may be stricter than those for the majority of
prisoners [12].

In this case, the problem of building special
institutions for these categories of convicts will
not be as acute as it is today. But such a deci-
sion requires not only the state’s will to change
legislation, but also understanding and sup-
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port from the society. In conditions of non-ap-
plication of the death penalty, harsh conditions
of serving sentences for persons sentenced
to life imprisonment seem to compensate for
the population’s dissatisfaction with the pro-
cess of liberalizing the state’s punitive policy
towards the most dangerous categories of
criminals. The intensity of public indignation
against terrorists and serial killers is currently
exceptionally high, therefore any spontaneous
measures to liberalize conditions of their life im-
prisonment will be negatively perceived by the
society.

Therefore, when deciding on the devel-
opment of a punitive policy in this direction,
it is necessary to carry out certain explana-
tory work: once a person was granted re-
lief of the death penalty, the state and soci-
ety took care not only of preserving his life,
but also of the necessary conditions for its
continuation.

Currently, the maintenance of one person
serving a life sentence costs the state signifi-
cantly more than other categories of convicts
(primarily due to provision of isolation and secu-
rity measures). In this regard, we should agree
with V.I. Seliverstov that at the present time “the
provisions of criminal and penal legislation that
express Russia’s policy towards convicts serv-
ing life imprisonment should not be ignored.
The criminal policy towards those sentenced
to life imprisonment is expressed not only in in-
creased criminal law restrictions for these per-
sons, but also in the possibility of their parole
after 25 years” [13, p. 195]. At the same time,
as the practice of correctional facilities where
this category of criminals is held shows, not all
of them need strict isolation. There are many
people who could well continue to serve their
sentences in ordinary correctional facilities of
strict or special regimes, waiting there for the
expiration of a 25-year term when they can be
released on parole. This point of view is also
supported by the scientific community [14]. For
example, E.N. Kazakova believes that “a twen-
ty-five-year term of possible parole established
by law should be the maximum, the minimum

term should be lowered to at least seven years”
[15, p. 48].

We believe that in modern conditions it is
necessary to consider this idea as a working
hypothesis, and the details of its implementa-
tion can be the subject of constructive discus-
sion. One possible solution may be the follow-
ing: a convict spends the first ten years in a
specialized high-security correctional facility. If
no violations of the rules of serving a sentence
are recorded during this period, he can be
transferred from ordinary conditions of this in-
stitution to a correctional facility of strict or spe-
cial regime for further serving his sentence in
ordinary conditions of these institutions. These
can be either correctional facilities or institu-
tions specially organized for this category of
people, but it is preferable to keep this catego-
ry of criminals in ordinary territorial correctional
facilities.

So, special regime institutions will maintain
three groups of convicts: 1) persons who have
committed new crimes while serving life impris-
onment; 2) violators of discipline; their transfer
to ordinary correctional facilities is postponed
by virtue of current legislation; 3) newcomers
who are waiting for the completion of a 10-year
term in order to apply for transfer to a strict or
special regime correctional facility.

Given the possibility of transfer, those sen-
tenced to life imprisonment will have an incen-
tive to comply with the law, which will improve
the atmosphere in institutions and allow for
more effective educational work.

The issue of life imprisonment should be
considered taking into account the category
of convicts serving 25-30-year imprisonment.
These categories of convicts can be consid-
ered as a single specific group in terms of the
organization of serving and executing sentenc-
es [16].

At the same time, when organizing the ex-
ecution of long-term and life imprisonment, it
is possible to apply various approaches. One
of them should be considered fully justified, in
which all categories of convicts will serve the
first ten years of imprisonment in strict condi-
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tions and, perhaps, in single special institutions
[7]. Then, depending on their behavior, they
can be transferred to less restrictive conditions
and to other institutions, or continue to be in
special institutions in case of malicious viola-
tions of the established order of serving their
sentence.

This approach is fair and humane both for the
society (dangerous criminals are in long-term
isolation) and for convicts themselves, who will
be able to improve their conditions after the
first decade of service. In addition, other con-
trol options should be considered in order to
make informed decisions. This will facilitate the
creation of an effective system of the execution
of sentences for those sentenced to long-term
or life imprisonment. We find the current state
of affairs economically, educationally, and pre-
ventatively inappropriate.

Results

In conclusion, attention should be drawn to
the fact that a certain humanization of the ex-
ecution of life and long-term imprisonment is a
global phenomenon. In particular, the summary
of the Department for the Execution of Judg-
ments of the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) draws attention to the fact that the Eu-
ropean Court has noted that, although the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights does not
prohibit the imposition of a life sentence on per-
sons convicted of especially serious crimes, in
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Abstract

Introduction: the article is devoted to the analysis of legal mechanisms for
countering disinformation in the framework of combating propaganda of a
criminal lifestyle as a separate subculture. Purpose: based on the generalization
of theoretical, legal, organizational and preventive methods of countering
disinformation aimed at spreading destructive subcultures, including those
promoting a criminal lifestyle as an acceptable social phenomenon, to identify
promising areas for the formation of a sustainable anti-criminal worldview.
Methods: historical, comparative legal, empirical methods of description,
interpretation; theoretical methods of formal and dialectical logic; private
scientific methods: interdisciplinary, systemic, comparative legal, statistical,
system-structural, sociological. Results: the concept of a criminal lifestyle,
its public danger and impact on young people and the role of legal norms in
preventing the spread of disinformation that supports such views are considered.
The article analyses current legislative initiatives, law enforcement issues,
and proposals to improve legal regulation in the context of combating criminal
propaganda. In addition, some socio-economic factors contributing to the
spread of the destructive ideology, primarily among young people, are identified.
Conclusion: the fight against disinformation should be based on an integrated
approach that takes into account both legislative and educational measures. To
reduce the demand of certain social strata for information of this kind, solving
socio-economic problems is an important element of the system of measures to
counter the spread of a destructive ideology of the criminal subculture. Measures
aimed at forming an anti-criminal worldview should be implemented not only by
law enforcement agencies, but also by prevention agencies with the involvement
of public organizations.
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Introduction

Subcultures that support a criminal lifestyle
are becoming an increasingly prominent ele-
mentin the society. Among the threats posed by
such subcultures, a special place is occupied
by their ability to spread disinformation, which
creates a false perception about the attractive-
ness of criminal life among young people. Pro-
paganda of such ideologies is often carried out
through Internet platforms, mass media and
other communication channels, which poses a
threat to public safety and stability. In this re-
gard, legal mechanisms for countering disinfor-
mation in the fight against criminal propaganda
require careful analysis and improvement.

Concept of criminal lifestyle as a subculture

A criminal lifestyle is a system of norms, val-
ues, and attitudes that justifies breaking the law
and engaging in criminal activity. Such a sub-
culture forms strong beliefs among its mem-
bers that crime is not only justified, but also a
profitable way to achieve personal goals. This
leads to a distortion of ideas about law and jus-
tice, which in turn contributes to an increase in
crime, especially among young people.

Russian researchers F.R. Khisamutdinov and
A.E. Shalagin define criminal subculture as a
system of values, customs, traditions, norms
and rules of behavior distorted under the influ-
ence of the criminal world, which contributes to
the organization and manageability of criminal
groups and communities [1, p. 46]. According
to Ya.E. Knol’ and V.Yu. Britik, a criminal sub-
culture is formed primarily among marginalized
groups of the population, which often include
young people from disadvantaged families and
people in difficult situations. At the same time, a
criminal subculture is associated with the image
of a “tough guy”, which contributes to its spread
among young people who seek self-affirmation
and recognition [2].

Modern criminal subcultures, such as, for
example, the AUE extremist movement recog-
nized as extremist in Russia, are widespread
on the Internet, where the dissemination of in-
formation about criminal exploits and “heroes”
becomes an element of maintaining the internal
identity of groups. Thus, misinformation that
supports a criminal lifestyle plays a key role in
ensuring the viability of such communities.
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Young people are the most susceptible to the
destructive influence of misinformation, which
forms false attitudes and beliefs. It is notewor-
thy that ideas romanticizing a criminal lifestyle
often spread among people without criminal
experience.

For A.M. Ryabkov and Yu.A. Tokareva who
refer to the research of American scientists R.
Merton, R. Cloward and L. Ohlin, it is contradic-
tions in public life that trigger development of
a criminal subculture. For example, the contra-
diction between the values imposed by society
and the possibilities for achieving them accord-
ing to the rules established by this society, as
well as the difference between values of the
lower strata and the middle class, is a prereq-
uisite for the spread of a criminal subculture. At
the same time, modern foreign psychologists
point to the need for adolescents to belong to a
strong group and a bright leader who forms the
laws and principles of interaction him/herself,
not obeying generally accepted norms [3, pp.
11-12]. At the same time, psychological foun-
dations for the formation of a criminal subcul-
ture include external and internal factors. The
former include attractiveness of antisocial be-
havior as independence and freedom, while the
latter are based on the age-related features of
personality development and the need for self-
expression [3, p. 12].

Problems of spreading disinformation and its
impact on society

Disinformation that supports criminal values
can be presented in various forms: from fake
stories about the heroism of criminals to dis-
torted ideas about life in prison and rules of the
criminal world. This information is disseminated
through blogs, social media, video content, and
other modern media platforms, making it par-
ticularly difficult to combat.

It is noteworthy that young people brought
to criminal liability primarily receive information
about a criminal subculture from the Internet
and social networks. At the same time, school-
children serving a suspended sentence more
often use criminal jargon and nicknames and
listen to musical compositions promoting pris-
on romance and a criminal lifestyle than those
serving sentences in juvenile correctional fa-
cilities. They are more likely to follow unofficial
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laws, norms and rules. This phenomenon can
be partially explained by the work to curb the
spread of criminal ideology carried out in juve-
nile correctional facilities [3, pp. 14-16].

Young people are vulnerable to such propa-
ganda and often lack sufficient knowledge to
evaluate the information. As a result, they get
a false perception of criminal life as not only a
legitimate, but also an attractive alternative to
traditional ways of achieving success.

It should be noted that the problem of the
younger generation’s involvement in criminal
subcultures is typical for many countries. Thus,
A.A. Rean and I.A. Konovalov cite as examples
groups of minors in the USA, Latin America and
the Caribbean, Canada, Europe, China, Hong
Kong, Africa and Australia. At the same time,
in the United States, the emergence of youth
criminal groups is associated with social and
economic reasons, such as the search for se-
curity and the desire to earn money [4, p. 194].
European youth criminal gangs are smaller
in size compared to American ones and show
lower crime rates. Their descriptions often re-
fer to subculture, dating networks, and prob-
lematic behavior [4, p. 195]. Chinese juvenile
criminal subcultures are characterized by low
organization, short-term presence of mem-
bers in their composition, territorial attachment
and commission of crimes in public places that
do not pose a particular danger, but can lead
to severe punishment in accordance with the
law. In Hong Kong, most criminal youth sub-
cultures receive financial and organizational
support from “triads” (historically established
organized crime groups) [4, p. 196]. Australia
is characterized by the presence of ethnic con-
flicts among the youth of criminal subcultures
defending their territory and intra-group status
[4, p. 199]. In African countries, the presence of
juvenile criminal subcultures is associated with
a difficult socio-political situation in the region.
At the same time, we identified a correlation
between the experience of imprisonment and
involvement in criminal groups in South Africa
[4, p. 199].

Thus, the formation of a criminal subculture
is often connected with social problems of so-
ciety. However, false beliefs about the permis-
sibility of a criminal lifestyle are formed due to

the dissemination of destructive ideologies. It
is noteworthy that often ideas romanticizing a
criminal lifestyle are spread not in conversa-
tions with people who have a criminal record,
but on the Internet.

A.A. Glukhova and D.A. Shpilev identify five
main techniques used by website moderators:

1) substitution of traditional values by the
criminal world ideology;

2) propaganda of sociopathic attitudes;

3) forcing the user to register on the website;

4) propaganda of aggressive behavior;

5) formation of a persistent ironic and nega-
tive attitude towards representatives of the law
enforcement system [5, p. 1,646].

In this case, website moderators act as per-
sons who create conditions for the activities
of a criminal subculture rather than those di-
rectly organizing the activities themselves [5, p.
1,650].

Researchers identify six stages of teenag-
ers’ involvement in subculture:

1) the first acquaintance with materials of the
website in order to arouse interest in the con-
tent;

2) registration on the website where the “as
a dare” technique is used (“A website for tough
guys”, “No gays here”, etc.);

3) discussion of universal human values, as
well as rules of behavior of tough guys;

4) substitution of traditional values by the
criminal world ideology starting with the dis-
cussion of theses no one can disagree with;

5) propaganda of social attitudes leading to
the formation of the desire to ignore and violate
the rights of others;

6) clarification of criminal customs and the
special status of a thief in law.

Thus, this system is capable of forming con-
trolled fighters with clear sociopathic, anti-law
enforcement attitudes [5, p. 1,656]. As the
above analysis shows, the spread of the crimi-
nal subculture ideology on the Internet is a so-
cially dangerous phenomenon that can lead to
general criminalization of society, especially
the younger generation.

Legal mechanisms for countering disinfor-
mation

Nowadays, there are various norms in Rus-
sian legislation aimed at combating propagan-
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da of violence, crime and extremism, but they
do not always effectively counteract disinfor-
mation related to criminal subcultures.

By the decision of the Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation of August 17, 2020 in case
no. AKPI20-514c, the international public move-
ment “Arrested Criminal Unity” was recognized
as extremist and its activities are prohibited on
the territory of the Russian Federation. This de-
cision has a number of legal consequences not
only for members of the extremist organization
but also for those who carry out its propaganda.

At the same time, it is worth noting that the
definition specified in the decision of the Su-
preme Court of the Russian Federation does
not correspond to the definitions given in the
Federal Law No. 114-FZ of July 25, 2002 “On
Countering Extremist Activities” and the Crimi-
nal Code of the Russian Federation. According
to this federal law, the definition of an extremist
organization is given in the absence of a defini-
tion of the concept of movement [6, p. 76].

The key norms regulating the fight against
propaganda of criminal ideologies are articles
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion aimed at suppressing activities related to
calls for violence, incitement to hatred or hos-
tility. It is important that these articles deal not
only with direct calls to commit crimes, but also
with indirect propaganda of a criminal lifestyle.
However, their application in practice faces dif-
ficulties related to defining the boundaries be-
tween freedom of speech and criminally pun-
ishable actions. In addition, as noted by M.P.
Kleimenov, M.G. Kozlovskaya, A.l. Savel’ev, the
norms of criminal law provide for responsibility
for organizing activities of not only an extremist
organization in accordance with Article 282.2,
but also an extremist community in accordance
with Article 282.1 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation. This raises the question of
qualifying activities of the AUE movement as a
community or organization [7, p. 76].

The resolution of the Plenum of the Supreme
Court of the Russian Federation No. 11 of June
28, 2011 “On judicial practice in criminal cases
of extremist crimes” does not explicitly clarify
the issue of qualifying the AUE movement as an
organization or community, however, the con-
cepts of an extremist organization and an ex-
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tremist community are disclosed. An extremist
community is defined as a stable group of in-
dividuals who have joined together to prepare
or commit one or more extremist crimes, while
an extremist organization must be included in
a special list of extremist organizations to be
published. The list of public associations and
religious organizations in respect of which a
court has taken a final decision to liquidate or
ban their activities on the grounds provided for
by the Federal Law No. 114-FZ of July 25, 2002
also includes an international public movement
“Arrested Criminal Unity” (Paragraph 78). As law
enforcement practice shows, criminal acts to
organize activities of cells of the AUE extremist
movement is qualified under Article 282.1 of the
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation [7-9].
However, there is also a practice of qualifying
criminal activities related to the AUE movement
under Article 282.2 of the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation as organization of activities
of an extremist organization [10; 11].

Thus, in some cases, there may be competi-
tion between norms of articles 282.1 and 282.2
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation
as rightly pointed out by S.A. Yudicheva. At the
same time, an extremist community is a more
dangerous criminal association, and if we nar-
row down the range of crimes by indicating their
categorical affiliation to serious or especially
serious crimes of an extremist orientation, then
the organization of an extremist community
can be considered as an independent crime in
accordance with Article 282.1 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation, albeit on the
basis of an organization recognized by a court
as extremist [12, pp. 112-113].

Thus, criminal liability has been established
for organizing activities of the cells of the move-
ment promoting a criminal lifestyle. However,
liability for spreading this kind of a destructive
ideology is not limited to criminal law norms.

Administrative measures such as blocking
of websites and removal of content containing
criminal propaganda occupy a special place in
the fight against criminal propaganda. Howev-
er, in the context of the rapid growth of digital
technologies and the spread of disinformation
through anonymous platforms, these measures
are not effective enough without proper content

19, no. 1 (69)



86

control and the implementation of comprehen-
sive monitoring measures.

In accordance with Clause 8 of Part 1 of Ar-
ticle 15.3 of the Federal Law No. 149-FZ of July
27, 2006 “On Information, Information Tech-
nologies and Information Protection”, informa-
tion materials of an international organization
whose activities are prohibited on the territory
of the Russian Federation in accordance with
the Federal Law “On Countering Extremist Ac-
tivities” are understood to be distributed in vi-
olation of the law and are subject to blocking.
According to Yu.B. Nosova, to restrict access

to information resources containing informa-
tion materials of the AUE movement, the extra-
judicial restriction procedure is applicable to
information materials listed in clauses 1 and 3
of Part 5 of Article 15.1 of the federal law men-
tioned above [13, p. 171]. Information materials
of an organization recognized by a court deci-
sion as prohibited on the territory of the Russian
Federation in accordance with the Federal Law
“On Countering Extremism” are not included in
this list, and therefore the extrajudicial proce-
dure for restricting access to such information
materials is not applicable.
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Diagram. Statistics of administrative offenses related
to demonstration of prohibited symbols

Nowadays, there is a judicial practice of
recognizing information materials of the AUE
movement as prohibited for distribution on
the territory of the Russian Federation, as evi-
denced by publications in the media and on the
official websites of local governments on the
Internet [14-16].

It is also worth noting that in addition to ad-
ministrative measures aimed at suppressing the
dissemination of information materials from the
AUE movement, domestic legislation provides
for liability in accordance with the Administra-
tive Code of the Russian Federation. Examples
of the AUE symbols are given in the descriptive
part of the decision of the Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation of August 17, 2020 in case
no. AKPI20-514c. Liability is provided for dem-
onstrating attributes or symbols of a prohibited
organization in accordance with Article 20.3 of

the Administrative Code of the Russian Federa-
tion. It is noteworthy that liability comes not only
for the publication of information materials on
the Internet, but also for the demonstration of
such symbols during interpersonal communi-
cation or in public places. Thus, one of the ele-
ments of the symbols of the AUE movement is
an eight-pointed star, which may be present on
the body of some convicts. In this regard, dem-
onstration of these symbols to third parties, in-
cluding those in the same correctional institu-
tion, is an administrative offense. The existence
of law enforcement practice in relation to per-
sons serving criminal sentences in the form of
imprisonment is evidenced by the presence of
publications in the media and official websites
of courts [17; 18]. It is noteworthy that repeated
propaganda or demonstration of symbols by a
person brought to administrative liability under
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Article 20.3 of the Administrative Code of the
Russian Federation implies criminal liability in
accordance with Article 282.4 of the Criminal
Code of the Russian Federation. An example is
the sentencing of R.I. Bittuev for posting photo-
graphs of his body with tattoos demonstrating
symbols of the AUE movement in the profile of
the instant messaging service [19].

Bringing to administrative liability for propa-
ganda of the AUE movement occupies a signifi-
cant share among the total number of offenses
provided for in Article 20.3 of the Administrative
Code of the Russian Federation in the law en-
forcement practice of law enforcement agen-
cies. Thus, in the Perm Oblast, the number of
registered offenses related to propaganda of
the AUE movement amounts to more than 40%
out of the total number of offenses related to
public demonstration of Nazi symbols and sym-
bols of banned organizations in 2022 and 2023
(diagram).

Possible ways to improve legal mechanisms
for countering disinformation aimed at propa-
ganda of a criminal lifestyle.

To more effectively counter disinformation
and propaganda of criminal subcultures, it is
necessary to:

1. Develop clearer criteria for identifying and
suppressing disinformation aimed at promoting
a criminal lifestyle taking into account current
realities of the digital society. For example, the
list of symbols of the “AUE” criminal subculture
described in the court decision recognizing the
movement as extremist is limited to an eight-
pointed star with black and white rays and ep-
aulettes with a tiger’'s head, an eight-pointed
star, wings and a swastika. This fact hinders
bringing to justice persons who publish infor-
mation materials promoting the criminal ideolo-
gy using symbols notincluded in the court deci-
sion without conducting additional research. At
the same time, in practice, it is difficult to assign
research to graphic materials, since there are
no experts in the relevant field in the system of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia who are
able to give a qualified conclusion about the af-
filiation of symbols to an extremist organization.

2. Strengthen control over Internet platforms
where criminal information is disseminated by
introducing new technologies for monitoring
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and blocking content. In order to increase the
security of the information space, we consider
it appropriate to use computer monitoring sys-
tems, including those based on the use of ar-
tificial intelligence technologies. At the same
time, an important aspect of the application of
such technologies will be their legal regulation.
As domestic researchers rightly point out, the
legal regulation of artificial intelligence sys-
tems is only being developed nowadays [20,
p. 25], and the issue of the legal personality of
artificial intelligence remains controversial [20,
p. 32-35]. The provision of computer technol-
ogy with decision-making capabilities, for ex-
ample, on classifying information material as
prohibited, may even have economic conse-
quences for its author (for example, a decrease
in audience coverage on the Internet as a result
of a decrease in the attractiveness of an infor-
mation source for advertisers), which makes
the issue of the legal personality of artificial in-
telligence particularly acute.

3. Work out educational programs aimed at
fostering critical thinking among young people
and preventing involvement in criminal sub-
cultures, since they can reduce the number
of people who show interest in the destructive
ideology. In order to boost effectiveness of
the fight against the spread of a criminal sub-
culture, it is reasonable to carry out preventive
work in youth groups most affected by this sub-
culture within the framework of state, regional
and municipal programs, involving not only rep-
resentatives of the education system, but also
public authorities, including law enforcement
agencies, local governments and public orga-
nizations. For these purposes, the legal provi-
sion of preventive activities will play the role of
a link that regulates the duties and responsibili-
ties of each participant in this process.

4. Counter social prerequisites for the spread
of a criminal subculture among young people.
Research shows that the criminal subculture
is most widespread in the least favorable eco-
nomic and political environment. As mentioned
above, the unattainability of the material ben-
efits pushes people to commit criminal acts.
Therefore, an important task of the state is to
form a favorable economic and social environ-
mentin society, develop social elevator systems
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and ensure their accessibility to the population,
including from the lower social strata, as well as
to inform the population about such opportuni-
ties. The legal support of these processes and
law enforcement practice should guarantee the
achievement of the stated goals.

5. Fix legal responsibility for creators and
distributors of materials promoting criminal
ideologies. At the same time, responsibility
for digital platforms and mass media in order
to protect the rights and freedoms of citizens,
organizations and society as a whole can be
based on principles of self-regulatory organi-
zations, when the reputational and economic
costs of a violator will be incomparably higher
than the criminal and administrative penalties
established by law, which will force them to fol-
low strict ethical standards of monitoring and
filtering of published information.

Conclusion

In order to form a stable anti-criminal world-
view of the population, especially among young
people, it is necessary to further general the-
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Abstract

Introduction: the issue of placing and detaining convicts in cell-type premises
has a long history, being relevant not only due to the conflict behavior of convicts
in conditions of long-term social deprivation, but also due to the need to suppress
(prevent) the ideology of extremism in prison-type correctional institutions.
Purpose: to determine the relevance and significance of the issue of placing and
detaining convicts in cell-type premises in penitentiary institutions. Materials and
methods: a review-analytical method including a theoretical and methodological
analysis of available scientific and literary sources, as well as an ascertaining
empirical method regulating the analysis of organizational-methodological and
normative-legal sources. Results: all available theoretical and methodological
sources on the studied problematic issue are analyzed. The conclusion about the
relevance and significance of the issue of cell placement and detention of convicts
in penitentiary institutions is substantiated. The experience of psychological
work (diagnostic and correctional) in penitentiary institutions of epuBryansk and
Vladimir oblasts is described. Conclusion: to prevent possible problems of cell
placement of convicts, it is necessary to take into account the intensity of past
criminal activity of convicts and its type; serving a sentence in the past; personal
characteristics; religion; socio-cultural development level; presence of mental
anomalies; presence of categories of preventive registration; attitude to measures
of influence, labor, and regime. The author gives recommendations on solving the
problem of unstructured time of convicts through employment; diagnosing true
intentions of groups of convicts; developing skills of tolerant and conflict-free
behavior of convicts, etc.
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Introduction

The issue of placement and detention of
convicts in prison cells and locked rooms (pu-
nitive isolation ward, ward-type room, single
ward-type room) has always been significant
for the penal system. But today the relevance
of this issue is of particular importance due to
the strengthening of destructive personal char-
acteristics of convicts in general and those who
are kept in locked rooms and prisons in partic-
ular [1, p. 357; 2, p. 128; 3, p. 48]. There is an
increase in the number and proportion of con-
victs with mental abnormalities due to drug and
alcohol addiction before they have been placed
in a pre-trial detention center and convicted [4,
p. 54; 5, p. 23], as well as spreading the ideol-
ogy of extremism and terrorism in penitentiary
institutions [1, p. 358]. The destructive circum-
stances mentioned above contribute signifi-
cantly to the urgency of the issue of cell place-
ment and detention of convicts.

Empirical part

The issue of psychological compatibility in
small social groups has been considered in suf-
ficient detail by researchers. Thus, A.E. Kraso-
vskaya presents the following components of
compatibility: motivational-purposeful (consis-
tency of motives and goals), perceptual (based
on interpersonal perception), communicative
(flexibility of communication patterns), behav-
ioral (acceptance of another’s style of behav-
ior), and emotional (emotional preference) [6,
p. 27].

S.V. Krutkin studying compatibility of military
teams identifies the following criteria of psy-
chological compatibility: emotional satisfaction
with joint life activities with team members and
emotional satisfaction of group members with
joint life activities. Homogeneous combina-
tions of factors of personal anxiety-adaptability
and heterogeneous combinations of factors of
leadership-subordination are of crucial impor-
tance for the mutual psychological compatibil-
ity of military personnel in a team [7, p. 118].

V.V. Kozlovskii defines compatibility as tol-
erance, which is an essential aspect of com-

munication and coherence in the relationships
and actions of different individuals and groups,
a measure of compatibility of participants in
interaction [8, p. 188]. This view translates the
concept of tolerance into the category of basic
categories of interpersonal interaction. Analyz-
ing tolerance as a phenomenon of communica-
tion, the author points to the conflict potential
of a low degree of its manifestation, “many so-
cio-cultural conflicts are caused precisely by a
low degree of tolerance, that is, incompatibility,
disruption of relationships, and, consequently,
blocking of communication” [8, p. 189].

The problem of placing and detinig convicts
in cell-type premises is traditionally consid-
ered by penitentiary psychological research-
ers as part of the methodological issue of the
formation of temporary tolerant small groups
of convicts in conditions of social deprivation
[9, p. 31; 10, p. 24; 11]. Various aspects of so-
cial mechanisms and patterns of functioning
of small groups of convicts have been studied
by I.P. Bashkatov, A.G. Bronnikov, Yu.A. Vaku-
tin, B.F. Vodolazskii, V.G. Deev, V.F. Klyukin,
S.I. Kurganov, A.l. Mokretsov, V.F. Pirozhkov,
A.N. Sukhov, G.F. Khokhryakov, I.G. Shmarov,
and others.

Studying the relevance of the issue of place-
ment and detention of convicts in prison cells
and locked rooms, the author uses materials of
works prepared by the Research Institute of the
Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia and de-
partmental institutions. The author analyzed re-
search materials obtained over the past twelve
years as a result of psychodiagnostic and ex-
perimental psychocorrective work with con-
victs serving sentences in locked rooms (cells).

The review-analytical method applied in-
cludes a theoretical and methodological analy-
sis of available scientific and literary sources,
while the ascertaining empirical method regu-
lates the analysis of organizational, method-
ological and regulatory sources.

It is worth mentioning that a few years ago
penitentiary psychologists considered forma-
tion of temporary tolerant groups of convicts
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in isolation from society. It added additional
meaning to the generally accepted definition of
tolerance as patience for a different worldview,
religion, nationality, lifestyle, behavior and cus-
toms [9, p. 33; 10, p. 28].

The scientific and methodological literature
devoted to the formation of tolerant groups
fixes group cohesion as its main goal [12, p. 17;
13, p. 14; 15, p. 41], which seems inappropri-
ate in conditions of penitentiary institutions. It
does not seem advisable to first artificially form
a group that meets operational requirements of
psychological compatibility, and then purpose-
fully work to rally this community, which may
subsequently create the ground for the com-
bined implementation of illegal intentions.

The formation of tolerant, emotionally dis-
tanced, conflict-free behavior of individuals
who, contrary to their interests, are forced to
stay in one limited territory for a long time, with
strict regulation of activities and in conditions of
emotional saturation with a formal group, can
be considered optimal.

Tolerance has (and should have) its limits.
For example, if you build a pyramid of opinions
on an issue, then up to a certain level the con-
vict treats it calmly, but from a certain level it is
already irreconcilable. Expanding the bound-
aries of personal components of tolerance in
this pyramid is one of the goals of optimal cell
placement of convicts. A tolerant group of con-
victs, therefore, is a social community, within
which the behavior, customs, worldview, and
religion of each individual are tolerated, thereby
ensuring their rights and safety.

When creating a special informal environ-
ment for convicts, specific conditions for serv-
ing sentences in penitentiary institutions are
formed [15]. It is recommended to take these
features into account when forming various
groups of convicts in correctional institutions,
since the group includes convicts who initially
have no reasons or motives for joining, which
can be an additional factor in increasing the pe-
riod of adaptation to the group, communication
difficulties, and the occurrence of short and
long-term conflict situations.

The analysis of available scientific and meth-
odological sources shows that the subjects of
research activities of the Federal Penitentiary

Service of Russia who conducted not only the-
oretical but also applied (experimental) study of
the problematic issue considered in the article
include the Research Institute of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of Russia and several in-
terregional departments of psychological work
of the territorial bodies.

Thus, the study conducted by the interre-
gional department of psychological work of the
Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia in Kras-
noyarsk Krai shows that when forming groups
of convicts of various types it is necessary to
take into account:

— intensity of past criminal activity of con-
victs, its type;

— serving a sentence in the past;

— personal characteristics;

— religion;

— socio-cultural development level;

— presence of mental abnormalities;

— presence of preventive accounting cat-
egories;

— attitude towards measures of influence, la-
bor, regime, etc. [16, p. 24].

The study of the differentiation of convicts
into groups conducted by another interregional
department of psychological work has iden-
tified a number of patterns, the knowledge of
which helps to prevent undesirable phenom-
ena [8, p. 17]. First, unity is achieved in a group
when its members become attached to each
other more than they realize it. The longer such
a group functions in stable conditions, the more
cohesive it becomes.

Second, when regulating intra-group rela-
tions in order to achieve necessary tolerant in-
teraction, the following phenomena may occur:

— if a group has been functioning for a long
time and its members know each other’s abili-
ties, then convicts are usually chosen who are
well versed in the environment and can point
out solutions to emerging problems related to
the functioning of the group, but they often do
not take into account the abilities, skills and
desires of each member of the group when
assigning responsibilities. Thus, ignoring the
interests of certain convicts boosts unhealthy
competitiveness and the likelihood of conflict,
which ultimately leads to even greater polariza-
tion of relations, verbal and physical aggres-
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sion, which can lead to operational problems of
varying degrees of complexity;

—representatives of the group are much more
loyal to their group, do not compromise for fear
of “turning on their friends” and defend the gen-
erally accepted intra-group point of view. The
mechanisms operating within the group have a
huge impact on all areas of the convict’s socio-
psychological functioning. Thus, intra-group
dynamics as a natural phenomenon has a num-
ber of both positive and negative sides [8, p. 19].

Ignoring intra-group dynamics in cell-by-cell
placement can lead to socio-psychological,
operational and regime problems within both
an individual cell and a correctional institution
as a whole [17, p. 148].

Summarizing the research materials of both
interregional departments of psychological
work, we can propose the following measures
to prevent problems connected with placement
of convicts in cell-type premises:

— ensuring that employees are aware of the
psychological mechanisms operating at differ-
ent stages of the group’s development;

— ensuring that employees are aware of the
specifics of a criminal subculture that affect the
interaction of convicts;

— conducting psychological measures aimed
at conflict prevention;

— constant and prompt cooperation of em-
ployees of all departments and services on
problems arisen due to placement of convicts
in cell-type premises;

— constant monitoring of the dynamics of the
socio-psychological situation;

— systematic rotation of convicts;

— ensuring the priority of key vectors of work
in this direction, i.e. the formation of tolerant
attitudes and preventing the consolidation of
small groups of a negative orientation.

In 2013, considering the problematic issue
of detaining convicts in prison cells, the staff
of the Federal Research Institute of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of Russia developed a di-
agnostic and psychological corrective program
“Formation of temporary tolerant groups in
conditions of isolation from society”, consisting
of two modules: diagnostic and psychological
corrective. The applied part of the program was
tested in the Bryansk Juvenile Correctional Fa-

cility of the Federal Penitentiary Service of Rus-
siain the Bryansk Oblast and the Prison No. 2 of
the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russiain the
Vladimir Oblast [10, p. 48].

The staff of the institute notes that the work
on the formation of temporary tolerant groups
presupposes a group form of work (this is what
the program is designed for) [10, p. 37]. How-
ever, due to the regime requirements, it is not
always possible for prison inmates to perform
group exercises. However, the exercises in the
program are selected in such a way that they
are suitable for individual work, laying a certain
foundation for the development of tolerant re-
lations among convicts belonging to the same
group in conditions of cell placement.

After implementing relaxation, art-thera-
peutic and socio-psychological blocks of the
diagnostic and psychological corrective pro-
gram, certain positive results were achieved
in the emotional-volitional, behavioral and in-
terpersonal spheres of convicts’ life [10, p. 41;
18, p. 56]. This is why we are now interested in
the research experience of the staff of the In-
stitute and the interregional departments of
psychological work of the territorial bodies of
the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia, who
conducted not only a theoretical study of the
issue of temporary placement of convicts, but
also implemented the experimental part of the
research work.

In modern conditions of detaining convicts in
cell-type premises, we can identify the follow-
ing problems: conflict behavior, consequences
of prolonged social deprivation, a rise in the
destructive general characteristics of con-
victs (criminal law, penal enforcement, socio-
demographic, etc.), increased manifestations
of mental abnormalities due to drug and/or al-
cohol addiction of convicts before conviction
[4, p. 37], and spread of the ideology of extrem-
ism and terrorism in penitentiary institutions
[19, p. 180].

Conclusions

First, the theoretical and applied (experimen-
tal) studies conducted earlier on the problemat-
ic issue of detaining convicts in cell-type prem-
ises are still of some interest, as they achieved
certain positive results and proposed a number
of practical recommendations.
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1. Certain mechanisms of group dynam-
ics begin to work in any community of people
who have been together for along time. To pre-
vent such phenomena, it is required to conduct
regular rotation, otherwise there may emerge
acute emotional protest reactions and even at-
tempts to commit acts of disobedience. Rota-
tion does not imply the transfer of one convict
to another cell, but the renewal of a separate
group by more than 60% [6, p. 39].

Another positive aspect of rotation is the sig-
nificant emotional energy intensity of this pro-
cess: convicts adapt to the microclimate of a
new group, arrange their lives and build inter-
action with new cellmates, which temporarily
reduces the overall non-constructive activity in
the group.

2. A low percentage of convict employment
in labor is an important aspect. On the one
hand, it is an indicator of the stability of their
criminal attitudes, on the other - the difficulty
of combating a prison subculture. However, the
key problem of unemployment is the presence
of unstructured time, which creates the ground
for conflicts caused by monotony and various
kinds of violations of the regime of serving sen-
tences.

3. Most groups of convicts in places of de-
privation of liberty, regardless of the nature of
their orientation, hide their true intentions. It
is impossible to assert that a particular com-
munity of convicts has a positive orientation.
Employees of a penitentiary institution should
try to diagnose intentions of the group of
convicts.

4. The problems of cell placement extend
beyond the authority of the institution’s psy-
chologist, since the distribution of cells is pri-
marily handled by the staff of the operations
department. In some cases, recommendations
of a psychologist are taken into account only
within the framework of available operational
information, the occurrence of problems in ex-
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Abstract

Introduction: the article analyzes the practice of interaction between juvenile
correctional facilities and public associations in the field of educational work with
minors sentenced to imprisonment. Purpose: based on the study of regulatory
acts, scientific literature, and empirical materials, to identify problems, public
associations face when providing assistance in educational work with minors
sentenced to imprisonment. Methods: dogmatic, formal-legal, comparative-legal
research methods, statistical methods, content analysis, statistical methods
(surveys, questionnaires, observation). Results: the analysis of the practice of
interaction between juvenile correctional facilities and public associations as
institutions of civil society shows that public influence as a means of correction
of those sentenced to imprisonment is of great importance for educational work
with minors, allowing for in-depth implementation of individual areas of education,
diversification of the means and methods of such work, formation of interest,
positive motivation among adolescents, and development of the material base
for educational work. Conclusion: it is necessary to further study individual areas
of assistance of public associations in educational work with minors sentenced
to imprisonment in order to identify and disseminate positive practices, prepare
methodological recommendations on interaction both for penal institutions and
for socially oriented public associations planning such interaction, as well as
enhance skills of penal institution employees in this area. The legal framework
also requires improvement in terms of updating key areas of educational work,
organizing interaction between institutions and public associations, activities of
parent committees, etc.
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Introduction

In the modern development conditions in
the Russian Federation, the issues of the par-
ticipation of civil society institutions in various
spheres of state life are relevant. The increas-
ing activity of public associations, the emer-
gence and growth of various forms of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and the urgent need
to involve social institutions in solving problems
in the penitentiary system necessitate effec-
tive organization of cooperation between cor-
rectional institutions and public associations. In
Part 2 of Article 9 of the Penal Code of the Rus-
sian Federation, provision of public influence is
attributed to the main means of correcting con-
victs. The importance of the assistance of pub-
lic associations in educational work with those
sentenced to imprisonment is beyond doubt.

Such interaction with institutions where mi-
nors serve sentences in the form of imprison-
ment is especially relevant, since it contributes
to the protection of their rights and legitimate
interests, their harmonious development, and
re-socialization. Active interaction between ju-
venile correctional facilities and civil society
institutions in the field of educational work also
corresponds to the constitutional goals and val-
ues updated within the framework of the con-
stitutional reform of 2020 [1, pp. 72-74]. In ac-
cordance with the Constitution of the Russian
Federation, children are the most important pri-
ority of Russian state policy, the state creates
conditions conducive to their comprehensive
development (Part 4 of Article 67.1).

The Concept for the Development of the Pe-
nal System up to 2030 approved by the Decree
of the Government of the Russian Federation
No. 1138-r on April 29, 2021 is also focused on
improving educational, psychological and so-
cial work with convicts, aimed at forming a re-
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spectful attitude towards society, work, norms,
rules and traditions of human community, in-
creasing the level of openness and forming a
positive opinion about activities of the peniten-
tiary system defines wider interaction with civil
society institutions as one of the directions for
further development.

Problems of public impact on those sen-
tenced to imprisonment have received suffi-
cient attention in studies of the Soviet period.
It is believed that penitentiary pedagogy, which
developed in the structure of correctional la-
bor law, became an independent science in the
1960s. The subject of the study was both gen-
eral issues of public impact on those sentenced
to imprisonment [2] and independent research
related to the impact of the society on the cor-
rection of juvenile convicts [3]. Nowadays,
there are scientific studies on public impact as
a means of correcting convicts [4-6], as well as
studies on the activities of parent committees,
boards of trustees, public supervisory commis-
sions, assistance from religious organizations,
etc. There has been no in-depth comprehen-
sive up-to-date research based on the current
state of penal policy in the Russian Federation
on public participation in educational work with
juvenile convicts serving sentences of impris-
onment.

The purpose of the study is to identify the
content, main directions and significance of the
interaction between penitentiary institutions
and public associations in the field of educa-
tional work with juvenile convicts.

Dogmatic, formal legal, comparative legal
research methods, statistical methods, content
analysis, statistical methods (surveys, ques-
tionnaires, observation) are used in the current
research. The empirical basis of the study in-
cludes normative acts and official documents,
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data obtained on the basis of planning and re-
porting documentation, results of the surveys,
interviews and questionnaires. The main re-
search was conducted in the Arkhangelsk juve-
nile correctional facility by interviewing employ-
ees and juvenile convicts. In addition, materials
on the practice of interaction between other
juvenile correctional facilities and civil society
institutions posted on the official websites of
institutions (news reports, pages dedicated to
the activities of boards of trustees, parent com-
mittees, reports on the activities of boards of
trustees, etc.) are studied.

Results

The concept and significance of the assis-
tance of public associations in educational work
with juvenile convicts.

A specific category of persons sentenced to
imprisonment are juvenile convicts. In accor-
dance with the United Nations Standard Mini-
mum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile
Justice, 1985 (the Beijing Rules), a minor is a
child or young person who, under the existing
legal system, can be held accountable for an
offense in a form that differs from the form of
responsibility applicable to an adult. In accor-
dance with the legislation of the Russian Fed-
eration, minors serve their sentences in juvenile
correctional facilities, where serving punish-
ment pursues as a primary goal of education,
correction of behavior, and formation of a belief
in the inadmissibility of further violation of the
law. The personality of a juvenile offender has
not yet been formed and is in the process of its
further development, which is why this catego-
ry of convicts is more effectively influenced by
educational and psychological and pedagogi-
cal measures of re-education, and deviations
are easier to correct [7, p. 81]. According to Ar-
ticle 9 of the Penal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion, the goals of educational and correctional
influence on convicts, including minors, are
formation of a respectful attitude towards man,
society, work, norms, rules and traditions of hu-
man community in a convict and stimulation of
law-abiding behavior.

The concept of “correction of convicts”
fixed in the Penal Code of the Russian Federa-
tion does not have clear criteria for evaluating
its correction, but contains a description of

the process. The researchers propose to for-
mulate the concept as follows: correction of a
convicted person is the formation of a stable
volitional refusal from illegal activities, while a
stable refusal implies the absence of offenses,
penalties, compliance with internal regulations,
labor discipline, participation in educational
activities, etc. [6, pp. 18-19]. At the same time,
the Penal Code of the Russian Federation de-
termines public impact as one of the means,
which can act both independently and in com-
bination with labor, physical, and patriotic
education.

Public impact as the main means of cor-
recting convicts is not legally fixed, which in
turn hinders understanding of its content and
makes it difficult to apply it in practice. Analyz-
ing scientific works of legal scholars on this is-
sue, we come to the conclusion that one of the
most complete and understandable definitions
of public impact is the following: public impact
is a socially useful activity of civil society insti-
tutions and citizens based on the legislation of
the Russian Federation, carried out by subjects
of public impact together with institutions and
bodies executing criminal penalties and other
measures of a criminal law nature and aimed
at ensuring the achievement of the goal of cor-
recting convicts [8]. Thus, public impact is car-
ried out in close cooperation with institutions
of the educational system, in particular juvenile
correctional facilities acting as the main subject
of educational work; it manifests itself in the
form of assistance and allows to solve a num-
ber of tasks, such as establishing contacts with
cultural institutions and additional education,
attracting necessary funds in excess of bud-
get funding (grant support, sponsorship assis-
tance), expanding the circle of communication
and interaction, etc.

The legal basis for the assistance of civil
society institutions in educational work with
juvenile convicts is the Constitution of the
Russian Federation, international standards
for the treatment of convicts, and penal leg-
islation. Analyzing normative legal acts on the
topic of the study, we agree with the position of
0.0. Korol’chuk that there are some difficulties
in determining the list of forms of interaction
between civil society and correctional institu-
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tions [9, p. 28], since a number of provisions
regulating activities of public associations are
contained in different parts and sections of the
Penal Code of the Russian Federation, for ex-
ample, articles 4, 23, 24, 142, 182, 183 of the
Penal Code of the Russian Federation. So, vari-
ous forms of interaction with civil society insti-
tutions are regulated to an unequal extent, for
example, mainly activities of public supervisory
commissions, public councils and boards of
trustees are regulated by law. The legislation of
the Russian Federation on probation also de-
termines the role of public associations; com-
mercial and non-profit organizations, including
religious, socially oriented non-profit organiza-
tions, non-governmental social service orga-
nizations providing social services and others,
including on the basis of agreements conclud-
ed with probation subjects, can be involved as
subjects of probation.

The Concept for Educational Work with Con-
victs in the Context of Reforming the Penal Sys-
tem approved by the Order of the Ministry of
Justice of the Russian Federation on April 20,
2000 defines educational work as a system of
pedagogically sound measures that contribute
to overcoming personal deformations, boosting
intellectual, spiritual and physical development,
law-abiding behavior and social adaptation af-
ter release, pointing to the public as a subject of
assistance in educational work.

There are several levels of interaction be-
tween public associations and institutions and
bodies of the penal system, so with the most
“universal” public organizations, whose activi-
ties affect spheres of life of most convicts, re-
gardless of their gender, age, term of convic-
tion, agreements on interaction are concluded
at the level of a territorial body.

In addition to territorial authorities, insti-
tutions of the penal system are also entitled
to conclude cooperation agreements. Such
agreements are usually concluded with public
organizations whose activities cover the needs
of a narrow circle of convicts. For example, the
Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Facility of the
Federal Penitentiary Service in the Arkhangelsk
Oblast has concluded cooperation agreements
on counseling for juvenile convicts with the
Autonomous Non-Profit Organization “Center
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for the Protection of Family, Motherhood and
Childhood “Mamina Pristan” and the ones on
physical education of juvenile convicts with the
regional public organization “Rugby Federation
of the Arkhangelsk Oblast”. The composition
and number of associations with which agree-
ments have been concluded at the institution is
unstable, so the mentioned Arkhangelsk Juve-
nile Correctional Facility interacted with fifteen
public organizations in 2020-2023.

Subjects of assistance in educational work
with juvenile convicts.

Subjects of assistance in educational work
with minors sentenced to imprisonment can
be various kinds of non-profit organizations of
sports, military-patriotic, charitable, religious
orientation. It should be noted that in modern
conditions, their goals and means should not
contradict the interests of the Russian Fed-
eration, therefore, organizations that promote
educational work with juvenile convicts should
not be included in the lists of undesirable or-
ganizations, organizations with the status of a
foreign agent, especially those recognized as
terrorist and extremist. In order to prevent the
disorganization of activities of the correctional
institution, it seems necessary to fix in Part 4
of Article 15 of the Order of the Ministry of Jus-
tice of the Russian Federation No. 77 of April 1,
2015 “On Approval of the Model Regulation on
the Territorial Body of the Federal Penitentiary
Service” of the paragraph stipulating the obli-
gation of territorial bodies of the Federal Peni-
tentiary Service to inspect public organizations
and their representatives for compliance of the
goals specified in the charter of the public as-
sociation to actual activities of public organiza-
tions.

Specific subjects of public assistance in edu-
cational work with convicts are boards of trust-
ees, and in juvenile correctional facilities — pa-
rental councils. The boards of trustees operate
on an ongoing basis on the basis of principles of
transparency, voluntariness and equality of its
members, do not have the status of a legal en-
tity, carry out their activities free of charge, in-
teract with the administration of the penitentiary
institution, their decisions are advisory in nature.

As a rule, the tasks of the boards of trust-
ees include assistance in organizing the edu-
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cational process, cultural and sports events,
promoting the formation of a conscientious at-
titude to work and study, obtaining general and
vocational education, participation in moral and
patriotic education, improving legal literacy, fa-
cilitating visits by representatives of indepen-
dent public organizations for educational ac-
tivities, organization of trips of minors to sports
and cultural institutions, and assistance after
release.

The analysis of materials on the official web-
sites of juvenile correctional facilities allows us
to conclude that boards of trustees usually in-
clude representatives of the state authorities of
the subject, local self-government, the Com-
missioner for Human/Children’s Rights, re-
gional branches of the children’s fund, human
rights, sports, educational organizations, and
cultural institutions.

Reports and information posted on the of-
ficial websites of institutions (Perm, Mozhaisk,
Kirovgrad, Kansk, Izhevsk, Kamyshin, Biro-
bidzhan juvenile correctional facilities) dem-
onstrate assistance in group work, creation of
exhibitions, museums, theatrical performanc-
es, organization of trips to cultural and sports
institutions, including for training and friendly
matches, participation in city and regional
events of a creative, environmental, sports ori-
entation, promotion of educational and cultural
events on the territory of the correctional facil-
ity, etc.

Another specific subject of assistance in
educational work with minors sentenced to
imprisonment are parent committees, the
creation of which is provided for by the penal
legislation. In the scientific literature, it is a de-
batable question whether parent committees
should be classified as public associations,
since they do not have signs of independence
and self-government [10, p. 123]. However, the
legislator does not fix their mandatory creation,
therefore, we believe they are of social origin.

According to the materials of the study on
the Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Facil-
ity, 45% of the respondents were raised in sin-
gle-parent families, 15% - in orphanages and
boarding schools, that is, more than half of the
convicted minors did not have a full and caring
family as a role model. Meanwhile, family edu-

cation is one of the priorities of Russian state
policy at the present stage and a constitutional
value. Minors have the right to communicate
with relatives and be brought up, if not in a fam-
ily, then with its participation. The activity of
parent committees contributes to prompt cor-
rection of convicts, effective educational work
with minors, establishing socially useful ties
with the family, motivating adolescents to law-
abiding behavior, providing assistance to or-
phans and persons deprived of parental care,
as well as minors from disadvantaged families,
etc. For the effective implementation of these
measures, it is required to create a high-quality
parental committee ready to participate in the
correction of minors. So, correctional facility
employees hold conversations with potential
members of the parent committee and single
out persons with an active and law-abiding life-
style who have the opportunity to actively par-
ticipate in the work of the committee.

As a rule, the assistance of parent commit-
tees in educational work with juvenile convicts
is expressed in the following forms: talking with
convicts about family problems and family val-
ues; inviting parents or relatives with socially
significant professions to hold career-oriented
conversations, conducting educational play ac-
tivities, and organizing school holidays and club
activities (preparing props, purchase of materi-
als and manuals).

The Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Fa-
cility has a positive experience of educational
work of the parent committee not only with
juvenile convicts, but also with their inactive
relatives in order to increase interaction in the
field of educational work with specialists of the
institution. The experience of successful com-
munication was conditioned by the presence of
common goals and problems. According to re-
sults of the experiment, the number of contacts
increased and in some cases communication
between relatives and convicted teenagers
resumed. Surveys of minors also confirm that,
despite difficult family relationships, they lack
communication with them [11, pp. 246-247].

As Yu.M. Antonyan and E.N. Kolyshintsyna
note, the establishment of parent committees
also contributes to solving the tasks of main-
taining and preserving socially useful relation-
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ships of juvenile convicts during the period of
serving a sentence in the form of imprisonment,
which provides a significant impact on minors’
motivation [12, p. 38].

In practice, however, parent committees en-
counter difficulties in organizing activities due
to the remoteness of a correctional facility from
the actual region of residence of relatives of
juvenile convicts. The problem can be partially
solved through the digital transformation of the
penal system. Thus, juvenile correctional facili-
ties already have experience in holding parent
meetings online, which can be successfully
scaled for various activities of parent commit-
tees. As for legal regulation of parent commit-
tees’ activities, Part 2 of Article 142 of the Pe-
nal Code of the Russian Federation establishes
that they are regulated by a regulation approved
by the head of a juvenile correctional facility. We
believe that in order to unify legal regulation and
increase the importance of parent committees
in educational work, it is advisable to develop a
model Provision on the parent committee in a
juvenile correctional facility.

In addition to subjects of educational work
described above, which are specific to the pe-
nal system, other public organizations help in
its implementation, for which interaction with
the penal system is only one of work directions.
They contribute to the implementation of cer-
tain areas of educational work: moral, patriotic,
physical, legal, environmental education, assis-
tance in raising the general cultural level, etc.
As part of the study, attention was focused on
two areas — patriotic education and formation
of health-saving competencies, that is why we
will describe them in more detail.

Assistance of public associations in physical
education of juvenile convicts.

Considerable attention in modern Russian
society, including in correctional institutions,
is paid to the state of health of citizens and in-
creasing attractiveness of physical culture and
sports. This problem is especially relevant for
adolescents: the level of health in adolescence
depends on the implementation of life plans, in-
cluding vocational training, the pursuit of social
development, the creation of a family and the
birth of children, etc. Thus, according to statis-
tics, the number of children aged 0 to 17 years
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with the first health group in 2021 decreased by
4.6% compared to 2016, the number of obese
adolescents almost doubled from 2010 to 2022,
the number of respiratory diseases increased
by 15% [13, p. 59; 14, p. 77]. In the course of
the study conducted by the Arkhangelsk Juve-
nile Correctional Facility, it was found that bad
habits were the main causes of deterioration
in the health of pupils in more than half of the
cases: more than 80% of them had tried and
actively consumed alcohol, tobacco, about a
quarter — narcotic substances before convic-
tion. In many cases, teenagers follow a nega-
tive example — alcoholism and drug addiction in
their environment and family. The above leads to
the conclusion about the importance of forming
health-saving competencies, including confi-
dence in the need for an active lifestyle, physical
culture and sports, and rejection of bad habits.

In juvenile correctional facilities, special at-
tention is paid to physical education and devel-
opment of adolescents; it can be carried out
in the form of daily morning physical exercises
included in the daily routine, integral part of the
educational process (physical education les-
sons), group work, and sports events. It is also
worth noting that the organization of high-qual-
ity physical education of convicts is impossible
without a sufficient material and technical base,
which includes equipping sports grounds, sta-
diums and other sports facilities on the territory
of a juvenile correctional facility with necessary
inventory and equipment. Various public or-
ganizations of a sports orientation, most often
regional sports federations, provide assistance
in this direction. The analysis of the experience
of the Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Facil-
ity and materials of the official websites of other
juvenile correctional facilities makes it pos-
sible to identify several areas of assistance of
sports-oriented public associations in physical
education of minors:

— participation in sports events orga-
nized in juvenile correctional facilities as co-
organizers;

— assistance in the organization of perma-
nent sports sections in the juvenile correctional
facility;

— assistance in the purchase of sports equip-
ment, arrangement of sports grounds.
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In addition to the subjects of educational
work described above, which are specific to the
penal enforcement system, other public orga-
nizations help in its implementation, for which
interaction with the Criminal justice system is
only one of the areas of work. They contribute
to the implementation of certain areas of edu-
cational work, such as moral, patriotic, physi-
cal, legal, environmental education, assistance
in raising the general cultural level, etc. As part
of the study, attention was focused on two ar-
eas — patriotic education and the formation of
health-saving competencies, let us describe
them in more detail.

Assistance of public associations in physical
education of juvenile convicts. Considerable
attention in modern Russian society, including
in correctional institutions, is paid to the state
of health of citizens, increasing attractiveness
of physical culture and sports. This problem is
especially relevant for adolescents, the level of
health in adolescence depends on the imple-
mentation of life plans, including vocational
training, the pursuit of social development, the
creation of a family and the birth of children, etc.
Thus, according to the statistics, the number of
children aged 0 to 17 years with the first health
group in 2021 decreased by 4.6% compared to
2016, the number of obese adolescents almost
doubled from 2010 to 2022, the number of re-
spiratory diseases increased by 15% [13, p. 59;
14, p. 77]. In the course of the study conducted
by the Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Facil-
ity, it was found that bad habits hade been the
main causes of deterioration in the health of pu-
pils in more than half of the cases: more than
80% of them had tried and actively consumed
alcohol, tobacco, about a quarter — narcotic
substances before conviction. In many cases,
teenagers follow patterns of their environment,
family (alcoholism and drug addiction). The
above leads to the conclusion about the impor-
tance of forming health-saving competencies,
including confidence in the need for an active
lifestyle, physical culture and sports, and rejec-
tion of bad habits.

In juvenile correctional facilities, special at-
tention is paid to physical education and de-
velopment of adolescents, it can be carried
out in the form of daily morning physical ex-

ercises included in the daily routine; an inte-
gral part of the educational process (physical
education lessons); group work; and sports
events. It is also worth noting that the organiza-
tion of high-quality physical education of con-
victs is impossible without a sufficient material
and technical base, which includes equipping
sports grounds, stadiums and other sports fa-
cilities on the territory of a correctional facility
with necessary inventory and equipment. Vari-
ous public organizations of a sports orientation,
most often regional sports federations, provide
assistance actively. The analysis of the experi-
ence of the Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional
Facility and materials of the official websites
of other juvenile correctional facilities made it
possible to identify several areas of assistance
of sports-oriented public associations in physi-
cal education of minors:
— participation in sports events organized in
juvenile correctional facilities as co-organizers;
— assistance in the organization of perma-
nent sports sections in the institution;
—assistance in the purchase of sports equip-
ment and arrangement of sports grounds.
Public organizations are involved in organiz-
ing sports contests, internal competitions, and
passing TRP standards. With the assistance of
civil society institutions, juvenile correctional
facilities are visited by famous athletes who
participate as members of the jury of sports
events, in awarding, and in holding motiva-
tional conversations. At the initiative of public
organizations, sports events are held not only
in the correctional facility, but also on the sites
of settlements where facilities are located. The
last two of the above-mentioned directions
are implemented both through grant support
and from the reserves of voluntary contribu-
tions from organizations. Regional branches
of the Dynamo Sports Club, sports federations
(football, rugby, tennis federation), and regional
youth public organizations cooperate with ju-
venile correctional facilities on a regular basis.
Most of them interact with juvenile correctional
facilities on the basis of concluded agreements.
In addition to sports events, preventive mea-
sures regularly carried out in juvenile correc-
tional facilities in order to combat drug addic-
tion play an important role in the education of
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physical culture and a healthy lifestyle. They are
also attended by representatives of youth, hu-
man rights, and charitable associations and or-
ganizations assisting convicts and citizens who
find themselves in a difficult life situation.

Promotion of patriotic education of juvenile
convicts.

Patriotic education is also an important di-
rection in the correction of juvenile convicts. In
accordance with the Strategy for the Develop-
ment of Education in the Russian Federation for
the period up to 2025, approved by Decree of
the Government of the Russian Federation No.
996-r of May 29, 2015, the priority task of the
Russian Federation in the field of child rearing is
the development of a highly moral person who
shares Russian traditional spiritual values, pos-
sesses relevant knowledge and skills, is able to
realize his/her potential in modern society, and
ready for protection of the Motherland. Scien-
tific and methodological literature distinguishes
several main directions of patriotic education,
such as spiritual and moral, historical and cul-
tural, civil-patriotic, military-patriotic, sports-
patriotic [15, p. 5]. Undoubtedly, certain areas
of patriotic education are implemented within
the framework of the educational process in ju-
venile correctional facilities, but extracurricular
educational activities of a patriotic orientation
are also of considerable importance. The anal-
ysis of materials of the official websites and the
practice of juvenile correctional facilities shows
that the interaction between penitentiary insti-
tutions and public associations in this direction
is being implemented very actively. Coopera-
tion is carried out in two main directions, such
as development of the material and technical
base for patriotic education and direct organi-
zation of educational events of a patriotic ori-
entation.

As part of the implementation of the first di-
rection, work is underway to organize museums
and alleys of fame, simulator complexes and
obstacle courses for pre-conscription training
of pupils on the territory of a juvenile correc-
tional facility. Thus, in the Arkhangelsk Juvenile
Correction Facility there is a museum “Arkhan-
gelsk — the city of military glory”, an obelisk
dedicated to the citizens of Arkhangelsk who
laid down their lives to protect the Motherland,
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an Alley of Memory dedicated to the memory
of soldiers who died during the Great Patriotic
War, the war in Afghanistan and the armed con-
flicts in the North Caucasus due to joint efforts
of employees and public organizations of a
military-patriotic orientation. Juvenile convicts
were involved in research work on the selection
of materials, which also had educational signifi-
cance.

The second direction of possible coopera-
tion between juvenile correctional facilities and
public associations includes patriotic events,
such as lectures, concerts, theatrical perfor-
mances, commemorative events, excursions
to local history museums, participation in the
implementation of public projects (“Wave of
Memory” and “Communication of Genera-
tions”), and delivery of TRP standards, etc.
Patriotic films are screened in juvenile correc-
tional facilities and even contests of short films
created by inmates of the facility are organized
with the support of public organizations. Within
the framework of this direction, there are bench
and aircraft modeling clubs. The analysis of
materials of the news feeds of official web-
sites of juvenile correctional facilities indicates
an active role of the Immortal Regiment Social
Movement, the Russian Society of Knowledge,
interregional and regional public organizations
of fathers, mothers, military-patriotic organi-
zations, patriotic clubs, and volunteer detach-
ments of educational organizations.

The study conducted in the Arkhangelsk
juvenile correctional facility in 2023, includ-
ing a questionnaire survey of pupils, revealed
teenagers’ interest in patriotic activities, pri-
marily sports-patriotic (40%) and moral-pa-
triotic (836%). According to the survey results,
34% of the convicts expressed their desire
and willingness to serve in the Armed Forc-
es of our country in peacetime and wartime
after release and removal of their criminal
record.

It should be noted that patriotic education is
an important component for the formation of
the personality of a citizen of the Russian Fed-
eration and achievement of development goals
of our state; without it a full-fledged process of
re-socialization of juvenile convicts is impossi-
ble [16, p. 168]. Public associations are signifi-
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cant subjects of patriotic education, promote
a variety of its forms and methods, and seek
funds for forming the material base of this area.
The importance of patriotic education should
be fixed in normative acts, namely, Part 1 of Ar-
ticle 110 of the Penal Code of the Russian Fed-
eration should be stated in the following word-
ing: “In correctional institutions, moral, legal,
labor, physical, patriotic and other education of
persons sentenced to imprisonment is carried
out, contributing to their correction”.

The implementation of the above directionsis
impossible without financial and grant support.
Public organizations, as recipients of grants for
the implementation of socially significant proj-
ects, including for the implementation of edu-
cational work with juvenile convicts, actively
participate in competitions of the Presidential
Grants Fund, Rosmolodezh, and regional grant
competitions for socially oriented NGOs. It is
rather usual for organizations that work close-
ly with juvenile correctional facilities to involve
employees of the institution to develop social
projects applying for a grant. We believe that
the development of competencies of future and
current employees of the penal system in the
field of project management will help to devel-
op and provide financial support for significant
educational work with minors sentenced to im-
prisonment.

In addition to the above-mentioned areas
of interaction between public organizations
and juvenile correctional facilities, materials of
the official websites of institutions for juvenile
convicts also reveal such vectors of interac-
tion as environmental and religious education,
assistance in re-socialization and preparation
for release. Thus, within the framework of the
environmental direction, juvenile correctional
facilities interact with regional and all-Russian
environmental organizations and movements,
including participating in regional all-Russian
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actions and marathons on tree planting, plastic
collection, landscaping, etc. The research and
development of this area in educational work
with juvenile convicts will contribute to the for-
mation of socially significant competencies of
minors. We also consider it important to study
interaction between juvenile correctional facili-
ties and religious organizations and public as-
sociations focused on helping people who find
themselves in a difficult life situation.

Conclusion

Summing up the above, we note the high im-
portance of public assistance from public as-
sociations in educational work with minors sen-
tenced to imprisonment and the relevance of
further improvement of this area. The interac-
tion between penitentiary and civil society insti-
tutions makes it possible to diversify forms and
methods of the main areas of educational work,
to form positive motivation and interest among
pupils, realizing such a goal of criminal punish-
ment as correction of convicts. It seems neces-
sary to study and disseminate positive practic-
es of juvenile correctional facilities in the field of
interaction with public organizations, prepare
methodological recommendations on the inter-
action of employees of juvenile correctional fa-
cilities with public associations, including in the
implementation of socially significant projects.
Similar recommendations can be prepared for
social-oriented public associations that con-
sider work with juvenile correctional facilities as
one of their areas of activity.

It is advisable to inform employees about the
organization of interaction with socially oriented
public associations within the framework of of-
ficial training and to improve skills of penal sys-
tem employees in this field, including in project
activities. It is required to include the identified
issues in academic disciplines in the implemen-
tation of educational programs of higher edu-
cation.

1. Borisova N.E. Children as a priority of public policy in the light of the 2020 constitutional reform.
Vestnik MGPU. Seriya: Yuridicheskie nauki = The Academic Journal of Moscow City University.
Series “Legal Sciences”, 2021, no. 1 (41), pp. 71-77. (In Russ.).

2. Eleonskii V.A. Obshchestvennoe vozdeistvie v sisteme sredstv perevospitaniya lits, osuzhden-
nykh k lisheniyu svobody: dis. ... kand. yurid. nauk [Social impact in the system of means of re-ed-
ucation of persons sentenced to imprisonment: Candidate of Sciences (Law) dissertation]. Tomsk,

1966. 471 p. (In Russ.).

PENITENTIARY SCIENCE



I Pedagogy 107

3. Shashilo D.F. Obshchestvennoe vozdeistvie v sisteme vospitaniya nesovershennoletnikh, osu-
zhdennykh k lisheniyu svobody: avtoreferat dis. ... kand. ped. nauk [Social impact in the system of
education of minors sentenced to imprisonment: Candidate of Sciences (Pedagogy) dissertation
abstract]. Moscow, 1970. 18 p.

4. Matveenko V.E. Obshchestvennoe vozdeistvie kak sredstvo ispravieniya nesovershennoletnikh
osuzhdennykh: dis. ... kand. ped. nauk [Social impact as a means of correcting juvenile convicts:
Candidate of Sciences (Pedagogy) dissertation]. Ryazan, 2000. 242 p.

5. Andreeva G.N. Pravovye osnovy uchastiya negosudarstvennykh organizatsii v vospitatel’noi
rabote s nesovershennoletnimi, otbyvayushchimi ugolovnoe nakazanie v vide lisheniya svobody:
dis. ... kand. yurid. nauk [The legal basis for the participation of non-governmental organizations in
educational work with minors serving a criminal sentence in the form of imprisonment: Candidate
of Sciences (Law) dissertation]. Moscow, 1998. 154 p.

6. Popova E.E. Obshchestvennoe vozdeistvie kak osnovnoe sredstvo ispravleniya osuzhdennykh:
teoriya, zakonodatel’stvo, praktika: avtoreferat dis. ... d-ra yurid. nauk [Social impact as the main
means of correcting convicts: theory, legislation, practice: Doctor of Sciences (Law) dissertation].
Vladivostok, 2022. 57 p.

7. Loseva S.N., Drozdova E.A. On educational work with juvenile convicts in a correctional colony.
Zakon i pravo = Law and Legislation, 2019, no 7. pp. 80-82. (In Russ.).

8. Rumyantseva A.S. Application of the main means of correction of convicts in the penal system
of the Russian Federation. Molodoi uchenyi = Young Scientist, 2022, no. 20 (415), pp. 374-376.
(In Russ.).

9. Korol’chuk O.0. Functions of public organizations in the correction of juvenile convicts. Vedo-
mosti ugolovno-ispolnitel’noi sistemy = Bulletin of the Penal System, 2023, no. 2, pp. 26-32. (In
Russ.).

10. Khrabrova E.V., Chernyshenko E.V. Peculiarities of the legal status of parent committees in
educational colonies of the Federal Penitentiary Service. Gosudarstvennaya sluzhba i kadry = Civil
Service and Personnel, 2021, no. 2, pp. 122-123. (In Russ.).

11. Kochanova V. S. The role of parental committees in the rehabilitation of juvenile convicts. In:
Aktual’nye voprosy razvitiya, sotsializatsii i reabilitatsii lichnosti v sovremennykh usloviyakh: sb.
nauch. st. (Pyatye mezhvuzovskie nauchnye studencheskie chteniya) [Current issues of develop-
ment, socialization and rehabilitation of personality in modern conditions: collection of scientific
articles (Fifth interuniversity scientific student readings)]. Moscow, 2023, pp. 245-250. (In Russ.).
12 Antonyan Yu.M., Kolyshnitsyna E.N. Motivatsiya povedeniya osuzhdennykh: monog. [Motiva-
tion of the behavior of convicts: monograph]. Moscow, 2009. 143 p.

13. Sem’ya i deti v Rossii. 2021 [Family and children in Russia. 2021]. Ed. by Galkin S.S., Mikhe-
eva L.Yu. Moscow, 2022. 120 p.

14. Healthcare in Russia. 2023: statistical digest. Rosstat [Federal State Statistics Service]. Mos-
cow, 2023. 179 p.

15. Osnovy patrioticheskogo vospitaniya grazhdan Rossiiskoi Federatsii: metod. rek. [Fundamen-
tals of Patriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation: methodological recommenda-
tions]. Moscow, 2022. 73 p.

16. Kolesov V.I. The importance of patriotic education of juvenile convicts in modern society. Prob-
lemy sovremennogo obrazovaniya = Problems of Modern Education, 2023, no. 1, pp. 164-170.
(In Russ.).

INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUTHORS

ELENA V. KUZNETSOVA - Candidate of Sciences (Law), Associate Professor, associate profes-
sor at the Department of State Legal Disciplines of the Vologda Institute of Law and Economics of
the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia, Vologda, Russia, kuznecova_ev@mail.ru, https://orcid.
org/0000-0002-2593-2002
VALERIYA S. KOCHANOVA - Inspector at the Group of Social Protection and Accounting of Work
Experience of Convicts of the Arkhangelsk Juvenile Correctional Facility of the Federal Penitentiary
Service of Russia in the Arkhangelsk Oblast, Arkhangelsk, Russia, vws0812@yandex.ru, https://
orcid.org/0009-0000-1756-2497

Received July 13, 2024

2025, vol. 19, no. 1 (69)



108

Original article

uDC 371

doi 10.46741/2686-9764.2025.69.1.013

Oty

Digital Transformation of Departmental Vocational Education:

Problems and Prospects

LYUBOV’ V. KOVTUNENKO
Voronezh State University, Voronezh, Russia, kovtunenkolv@mail.ru, https://
orcid.org/0000-0002-5113-1735

ANTON B. KOVTUNENKO
Voronezh State University, Voronezh, Russia, kovtunenkoab123@mail.ru, https://
orcid.org/0009-0003-6594-1258

Abstract

Introduction: the article is devoted to the problem of digital transformation of
departmental vocational education. The research is relevant due to the active
introduction of digital technologies into education, the creation of a digital
environment in universities, and the use of digital tools in the process of teaching
and upbringing, which not only contributes to improving the effectiveness of the
educational process, but also creates problems and poses new challenges to
the pedagogical community. Purpose: to conduct a theoretical analysis of the
digital transformation of departmental education, to identify positive and negative
aspects of this process, to discuss problems and prospects of the educational
process using digital tools, and to consider the pedagogical feasibility of
integrating digital resources into the system of departmental education. Methods:
analysis of scientific literature, systematization and interpretation of the results of
the conducted research. Results: it is revealed that digital transformation opens
up undeniable advantages for education in organizing a modern educational
space, saturating it with the possibilities provided by digital technologies for
individualizing learning, introducing interactive teaching methods, expanding
opportunities for self-realization and self-actualization, using a network form of
education that allows attracting the best specialists, scientists and experts in
the field of penitentiary science. However, digital transformation also creates
new challenges that require non-standard solutions and innovative strategies
to overcome the problems departmental universities and teachers face, in
particular in ensuring the training of teaching staff for the use of technology and
cybersecurity. The future of education is associated with the active introduction
of virtual reality technologies, artificial intelligence, and digital technologies,
teachers should be prepared for the fact that digital transformation of education
is a continuous process, but its effectiveness and quality are largely determined
by the harmonious interaction of technical innovations and pedagogical
expediency.

Keywords: digital transformation; digital technologies; departmental
educational organization; cadet; digital educational environment; digital culture;
pedagogical expediency.
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Introduction

Digital technologies are actively introduced
in all spheres of our lives. Examples of digitali-
zation are used today in the economy, the social
sphere, everyday life, the public administration
system and other areas of society, making our
lives more comfortable. The modern education
system is also mastering digital technologies, a
digital environment is being created in universi-
ties, digital resources and tools are used in the
learning and upbringing process.

At the current development stage, the edu-
cation system is moving from digitalization to
digital transformation. At the first stages of the
introduction of digitalization there was a transi-
tion to a digital form of information representa-
tion (digitization of information and its organiza-
tion). Digital technologies and information were
used to improve the quality and effectiveness
of the educational process and optimize insti-
tutional operations, for example, in the admin-
istration of the educational process, admission
of applicants, etc. A new stage, digital transfor-
mation is being implemented today.

Coverage of the problem under study in the
scientific literature

At the state level, digitalization processes,
including the education system, are regulated
by laws and other regulatory legal acts. Thus,
the decree of the President of the Russian Fed-
eration No. 474 of July 21, 2020 “On the national
development goals of the Russian Federation
forthe period up to 2030” indicates the achieve-
ment of “digital maturity” of key economic sec-
tors and the social sphere as one of the targets
of the national goal of “digital transformation”.

By the decree of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation No. 3759-r of December 21,
2021 “Strategic direction in the field of digital
transformation of science and higher educa-
tion”, digital maturity of an educational orga-
nization is “achievement by an educational or-
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ganization of the indicators established in the
methodology for assessing the digital maturity
of educational organizations subordinate to the
Ministry of Education and Science of the Rus-
sian Federation”. The decree “On approval of
methodological recommendations for the in-
troduction of modern digital technologies into
basic general education programs”, approved
by the Order of the Ministry of Education of the
Russian Federation No. R-44 of May 18, 2020,
presents indicators of digital transformation,
such as digital infrastructure of an educational
organization, conditions for solving administra-
tive tasks, use of digital technologies by teach-
ers at various stages of the pedagogical pro-
cess, use of digital tools by students, formation
of digital competence of students, professional
development of teachers in the field of digital
technology, management of an educational or-
ganization in the context of digital transforma-
tion”.

The works of A.A. Andreev [1], A.A. VerbitskKii
[2] and others reveal opportunities and risks of
active introduction of digital resources.

E.V. Petrova’s research presents a posi-
tion on the digital transformation of didactics,
which, according to the scientist, is based on
“a paradigm shift from traditional learning to
the design of the learning process: learning be-
comes a reflexive form of multi-cross-action”
[3, p. 26].

Relevant problems of digital transformation
of departmental education are the following:
automation of educational processes in uni-
versities and preparing qualified specialists for
modern challenges, such as information wars
and information warfare in order to achieve in-
formation superiority [4].

We consider digital transformation as deep
systemic changes in culture, technology, and
positions of the educational process subjects
requiring the creation of new educational mod-
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els, rethinking of pedagogical strategies, inno-
vative directions, and the change in forms and
methods of organizing training.

Results and discussion

Significant contradictions in the training of
specialists for the penal system in the context
of the new technological reality are the follow-
ing:

— technological equipment of professional
activity in connection with the opportunities of-
fered by the use of digital technologies;

— the need for a systematic scientific ap-
proach to modernizing the training of peniten-
tiary specialists in modern conditions and the
formation of current educational practice of de-
partmental institutions, new goals and function
of education.

To resolve the existing contradictions today,
itis not enough to adapt new technologiesin the
educational process - this is the past of the ed-
ucation system, it is necessary to rethink peda-
gogical strategies, teaching methods, forms
of interaction between teachers and students.
It is connected with the goals that a modern
person tries to achieve due to dynamic devel-
opment of science and technical re-equipment
of all spheres of society. In the modern world,
a specialist should be flexible, capable of con-
stant self-development, ready to quickly collect
and process large flows of information, socia-
ble, creative, ready for innovation, and having
analytical abilities. Training of such a specialist
requires introduction of radical changes, which
poses new problems, including transition to an
innovative culture, administrative processes
based on horizontal links, and new ways of pre-
senting educational materials and evaluating
knowledge [5-7].

Lifelong learning assumes teaching a person
to improve his/her knowledge, gain new com-
petencies, and build new development routes
for self-realization and self-actualization.

Educational platforms, multimedia, and vir-
tual reality technologies comprise a digital re-
source through which cadets not only learn
more effectively, form digital competencies,

but also practice their skills and consolidate
their acquired skills on simulators, and enrich
their initial practical experience. Though digital
technologies provide certain opportunities for
teachers and students, their introduction poses
certain problems for educational subjects and
creates new challenges.

The main factors that have a significant im-
pact on digital transformation of the educa-
tional process are resources and capabilities of
the organization; skills of subjects of the educa-
tional process; use of digital technologies; and
digital culture of employees of the educational
organization. We will consider these factors in
more detail and analyze their significance for
the effectiveness of the educational process.

Undoubtedly, integration of various tech-
nologies into the educational process is impos-
sible without a perfect educational and material
base of the university (online platforms, soft-
ware, computers, tablets, interactive white-
boards specially designed for educational
purposes, etc.). Today it is the condition of the
very existence of the university. Talking about
benefits of using digital resources is no longer
relevant. It is generally recognized by teachers
and students that providing access to informa-
tion by means of digital tools makes the learn-
ing process broader and more convenient, as it
opens up opportunities for both teachers and
cadets to gain relevant knowledge and view ed-
ucational materials online at a convenient time,
which forms deeper and more versatile compe-
tencies. As for psychological advantages, the
possibility of visual perception of information
is especially important for men (the main con-
tingent of universities in the law enforcement
system) for more effective and in-depth assimi-
lation of knowledge. Digitalization enriches the
learning process with new forms of interactivity
and multimedia, which opens up new forms of
interaction between teachers and cadets, stim-
ulating a deeper learning impact.

Taking into account the departmental affili-
ation of universities, universities of the Federal
Penitentiary Service of Russia may not use all
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software products in the educational process,
but only those that have passed certain exper-
tise or certification.

In the context of digital transformation, civil
universities are also facing significant challeng-
es and problems, in particular, restrictions on
the use of modern technical devices. Universi-
ties of the law enforcement system, the Ministry
of Defense, and other law enforcement agen-
cies should meet high standards of cyberse-
curity. Realizing that the introduction of digital
technologies should take into account, first of
all, the interests of the department, it is nec-
essary to consider opportunities to meet the
needs of participants in the educational pro-
cess. The problem of exclusion of cadets from
the digitalized educational process due to the
existing digital divide needs to be resolved. It
is possible to create accessible and inclusive
conditions for participants in the education
system.

Itis quite obvious that the pedagogical effect
of digital technologies, their impact on the ef-
fectiveness of the educational process and the
quality of training are largely determined by the
teacher. The teaching staff needs to acquire
competencies of integrating digital technolo-
gies into the educational process.

The methodology “Digital Competence In-
dex” (G.U. Soldatova, E.l. Rasskazova, T.A.
Nestik) allows to evaluate an integral indicator
of digital competence and its four components
by subscales: knowledge, skills, motivation and
responsibility [8].

A systematic approach also requires a re-
view of pedagogical approaches, pedagogical
expertise of potential challenges and oppor-
tunities accompanying digital transformation
of education. Digitalization sets teachers the
task of developing interactive learning materi-
als and assignments, tests, and individualized
learning plans, which requires additional time
for their development. A teacher can create
such programs together with a student, but the
content and methodological aspect should be
developed by a teacher. At the same time, such
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interaction enhances communication between
participants in the educational process and fa-
cilitates mutual understanding.

The introduction of digital technologies into
the education system significantly changes
the teacher’s mission and the functions he/
she performs. Once having been a translator
of knowledge, the teacher becomes a mentor
providing guidance to students along the edu-
cational route. Organizational, pedagogical,
and psychological conditions of learning are
changing, which obliges the teacher to change,
rethink, and develop, including in the field of in-
formation and digital technologies [9]. Recog-
nizing that digital educational technologies give
a transformational character to the changes
taking place at the same time, it is important not
to forget that the urgent task is to preserve the
humanistic mission of education.

The global goal of education is to introduce
an individual to the achievements of human
civilization and to relay and preserve its cultural
heritage. In this regard, the purpose of the edu-
cational process is the formation of personal
value-semantic systems based on universal
humanistic values. No digital technologies can
affect mechanisms of interiorization of values
and personal development without the person-
ality of another individual, since “opportunities
to empathize, develop a value attitude to the
facts of the world around us, and learn to inter-
act with other subjects open up in the process
of dialogue as a way of existence for culture and
man” [10]. We back the point of view of [.Yu. Ka-
meneva that “it is at this level the educational
process includes the student’s personal expe-
rience and his/her (experience’s) further de-
velopment associated with the development of
personal functions — those human manifesta-
tions that realize the phenomenon of “being a
person” [11].

Let us consider digital culture as a digita-
lization factor. This definition has appeared
in our vocabulary due to the active spread of
digital technologies and the emerging digital
society.
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Culture” is organically related to education.
It is easy to assume that digitalization will af-
fect culture, while forming new meanings. Hu-
manity faces a new challenge - to learn how to
transform the emotional background to a digital
context, which requires a developed emotional
intelligence [12]. Today, emotional intelligence
is discussed in dissertations and considered in
numerous studies. However, it is still required
to study new communication formats, aggrava-
tion of age-related interactions, complexity of
mutual understanding, and openness of digital
recourses, as well as to develop regulatory and
ethical rules, regulations, and standards [13].

The education system needs a new vision
of ways to regulate interpersonal relationships
between teachers and students in the digital
world. Students, as bearers of other values,
easily cross boundaries in the relationship be-
tween teacher and student; it requires the intro-
duction of appropriate regulations.

Conclusion

1. The main opportunities that digital trans-
formation opens up for education are the in-
dividualization of learning and adaptation to
the needs of educational process subjects to
ensure the effectiveness of the process and
expand opportunities for self-realization and
self-actualization. The introduction of online
courses and virtual technologies helps involve
the best specialists, scientists and experts in
the education process. This form will also al-
low cadets from different universities to inter-
act, share experiences, and create joint proj-
ects. Digitalization of education demonstrates
indisputable advantages in organizing a mod-
ern educational space, saturating it with the
opportunities provided by digital technologies
for learning, introducing interactive teach-
ing methods, subject-to-subject interaction of
participants in the educational process, and
optimizing the educational process as a whole
through the introduction of digital programs.

Digital technologies allow a teacher to conduct
any lesson at a higher technical level by satu-
rating it with relevant information, presenting
complex educational material visually and in
an unusual way, and helping students perceive
information more deeply and consciously. The
gradual abandonment of paper media will con-
tribute to the optimization of time management
in the professional activity of a teacher.

2. The creation of digital textbooks, teaching
aids, and educational materials with interac-
tive elements makes lessons visual and excit-
ing, as well as gamifies education as a whole,
which will contribute to the deep immersion in
the disciplines being studied and the formation
of cadets’ abilities in demand in the XXI century,
such as creativity, critical thinking, interactivity,
collaboration, and communication.

3. Digital transformation of education re-
quires effective training of teaching staff for the
use of technology, which can be implemented in
various forms of self-study, retraining in cours-
es, participation in webinars, specialized train-
ings, in collaboration with teachers who have
successfully integrated digital technologies.

4. Despite its multiple advantages, digitaliza-
tion of education also creates new challenges,
requires non-standard solutions and innovative
strategies to overcome the problems, depart-
mental universities face.

Today, virtual reality and artificial intelligence
are being actively introduced in the educational
process. It enriches cadets’ learning experi-
ence, contributes to effective knowledge ac-
quisition, and development of the skills neces-
sary for successful adaptation to professional
activities in the digital age.

We should be prepared for the fact that digi-
tal transformation of education is a continuous
process, but its effectiveness and quality are
largely determined by harmonious interaction
of technical innovations and pedagogical expe-
diency.
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