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A b s t r a c t .  Due to the collapse of the Soviet system of military professional 
orientation it has become necessary to review the work with pre-conscription youth 
oriented toward military service; the work, includes, among other things, expanding 
a network of cadet educational organizations. The main goals in forming the military-
professional orientation of pre-conscription youth are achieved by providing resources 
for the educational process, service and extracurricular activities. Motivational and value-
based attitude toward military service is developed throughout the entire educational 
period; this contributes to the formation of cadets’ readiness to become career military 
officers and choose military service as a priority type of professional activity. Having 
analyzed psychological and pedagogical literature, we came to the conclusion that the 
system of military orientation of pre-conscription youth currently implemented in cadet 
corps, will contribute to the effective development of young people’s orientation toward 
military service.
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The orientation toward military service 
among young people of pre-conscription age 
is formed and developed while they are prepar-
ing for military service. The main components 
of the formation and development of young 
people’s orientation toward military service are 
as follows: motivation, high moral qualities of 
an individual, goals, interests, attitudes toward 
military service, and good physical fitness.

Today, the attitude toward military service 
prevailing in society in the late 1990s and early 

2000s has changed dramatically. Russia’s re-
covery from the crisis, the Russian Armed Forc-
es reform, the rise of patriotism in society – all 
this indicates a recovery in the citizens’ con-
sciousness and, as a result, a change in their 
attitude toward the army and military service.

If earlier it was material benefit that domi-
nated young people’s motivation for enrolling in 
military universities, then today the social activ-
ity of youth is based on a conscious choice of 
military profession, the choice determined by 
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patriotic ideas, civic stand and the desire to be-
long to the part of society that our country has 
been proud of throughout its entire history.

Following the ideas of A.F. Ioanidi we under-
stand the orientation of pre-conscription youth 
toward military service as “a complex, integra-
tive personal formation, the predominant com-
ponents of which are motives, interests, value 
orientations, ideals and beliefs, manifested in 
a positive attitude and an active desire to fulfill 
one’s civil and military duty” [1, p. 54].

The formation and development of the mili-
tary-professional orientation of an individual is 
reflected in the works of I.A. Alyokhin, A.V. Bara-
banshchikov, V.P. Davydov, M.I. Dyachenko, 
L.A. Kandybovich, V.M. Korovin, N.F. Fedenko, 
and others. The topics of relevant modern re-
search are as follows: development of military-
professional orientation of youth at the stage 
of choosing a military profession (I.B. Nagaev,  
P.A. Prozorov, 2007), development ofteam-
based communication in the training group of 
cadets in the process of professional devel-
opment of the future officer (A.A. Vorob’ev, 
2009), development of military-professional 
orientation of cadets at a military university  
(A.F. Ioanidi, 2013), orientation toward military-
professional activity (V.A. Gubin, A.L. Zago-
ryuev, 2013), motivational and value-based ori-
entation of students toward professional activity  
(I.V. Klimenko, 2013), spiritual and moral edu-
cation of cadets of military institutes according 
to the Russian army traditions (V.A. Sidorchuk, 
2008), pedagogical system of youth training for 
military service (Yu.V. Trubin, 2015), formation 
of an active stand as a defender of the father-
land in cadets of military universities (V.S. Ma-
karenko, 2018), etc.

However, dynamically changing social rela-
tions bring to the fore the research onthe for-
mation and development of motivational and 
value-based orientation of pre-conscription 
youth toward military service.

Considering professional orientation as one 
of the significant factors in the formation and 
development of professionally important quali-
ties of the future defender of the Motherland, 
we believe that it contributes to the comprehen-
sive development of the citizen’s personality.

The measures taken at the state level and 
aimed at popularization of military service seek 
to promote the military-professional orientation 
of pre-conscription youth, but they are non-
recurrent, often unsystematic, and require that 
the quality of the work carried out be improved 
considerably.

In practice, the development of children 
and young people’s orientation toward military 

service should begin in school, then in cadet 
schools and Suvorov general education orga-
nizations, and then with cadets and students of 
military organizations of higher education.

Let us consider the formation of a military-
professional orientation on the example of ca-
det corps.

Cadet corps historically occupied a top pri-
ority place in the training of future officers. Ca-
det corps represented the primary level in the 
special military training of future officers and at 
the same time provided them with top-notch ci-
vilian education, allowing them to continue edu-
cation in the most prestigious universities.

Cadet education is state education that in-
cludes components of the basics of military and 
civil service; it is provided to Russian citizens in 
the order of development of general secondary 
education of the state military or civil service, 
during training and education in cadet educa-
tional institutions from childhood [3].

Along with the formation and development 
of “citizenship, patriotism, devotion to duty, and 
other spiritual, moral and socially significant 
values in cadets, an important task was to in-
still in them the qualities, knowledge, skills and 
abilities required for military service” [2, p. 79].

Intellectual, cultural, moral, and physical 
education and development of students in ca-
det schools were viewed as priority areas of 
teachers’ work there. Currently, educational 
process, service and extracurricular activities 
represent the main potential of the military-pro-
fessional orientation of cadets. “The resource 
of educational activities is found in the content 
of academic disciplines, subject matter of re-
search and educational work, organizational 
forms, methods and means of work, which are 
selected so as to address the issues related 
to military-professional orientation of cadets”  
[1, p. 24].

The formation of professional competence in 
the framework of cadet education raises inter-
est in military service and increases the desire 
to expand knowledge and skills related to mili-
tary service. Service activities related to study-
ing in a cadet school and the basics of military 
service that cadets learn (daily duty, unity of 
command, strict subordination, order of con-
duct, etc.) contribute to the conscious forma-
tion of their motivation and strengthen their 
plans to serve in the military.

Scientific work expands the boundaries of 
educational programs and, depending on the 
interests and preferences of cadets, helps 
them extend their knowledge of military histo-
ry and master various areas related to profes-
sional military activities. Participation of cadets 
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in academic competitions and skills contests, 
business games, seminars and conferences 
on military topics, their involvement in scientific 
activities – all this develops their thinking and 
helps them form their own sphere of profes-
sionally oriented research interests [4, p. 1052].

Traditionally, the priority areas in the educa-
tion of cadets included civic consciousness, 
patriotism, loyalty to military duty, high respon-
sibility, and discipline. Today, these major spiri-
tual, moral, and social values are being nur-
tured and developed in cadets.

An important role in the formation and de-
velopment of motivational and value orientation 
toward military service belongs to patriotic edu-
cational events such as “The glory of those days 
will last forever”, “The day to commemorate the 
heroes of the Fatherland”, “Memory watch”, “We 

will be worthy of the memory of our heroes”, “For-
ever in the ranks”, “Contemporary heroes” , etc.

The orientation of cadets toward military 
service is largely determined by the social en-
vironment, professional community, psycho-
logical and pedagogical conditions of the cadet 
corps environment, and the organization of all 
subjects of the educational process in the con-
text of military-professional orientation. But the 
success of the development of orientation to-
ward military service depends on the subjectiv-
ity of the cadets themselves, their value orien-
tations, life plans, goals, and needs.

A high level of moral values in the future will 
guarantee not only the successful acquisition 
of professional competencies, the desire for 
improvement of one’s professional skills, but 
also conscientious serving in the military.
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